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Keep the Beautiful Kelani River Clean

Introduction

Rivers and streams nurture our lives.

The pure water of the Kelani River which commences flowing from the Samanala Mountain Range is 
subjected to pollution in the lower sections due to various human activities. These activities pose a threat to 

the conservation of fragile ecological systems in the down-stream coastal areas.

The main objective of this booklet is to secure active participation of school children in carrying out various activities of the 
Pavithra Ganga Pilot Project, which was established for the purpose of protecting the Kelani River, which flows across the Western 

Province. This booklet explains in simple terms the importance of conserving the extremely sensitive ecological systems 
such as perennial rivers and how students can initiate activities to contain them at household levels.

By involving the active participation of school children in this project, it is intended to build up their capacities to 
understand the problems and issues and overcome the challenges they will have to face in protecting the environment

while achieving economic progress.
In the same manner, it will promote active involvement of their parents in identifying the sources 

of pollution; and thus facilitate to minimize pollution of the Kelani River.
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The river belongs to all of us; human, animals, plants and the environment.

Animals too need to drink 
clean water.

If  the river is clean, 
we can bathe and swim
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Many micro-organisms live in the river. 
They make the river clean by decomposing 

organic material.
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3. Capacity of rivers for self purification.

The river can clean a small amount 
of waste water naturally, but it is impossible] 

to clean a huge amount of waste water.

Limit sand mining 
downstream 

to preserve the rivet
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6. How can we keep our surrounding clean?

# Use a compost barrel 
for degradable waste.

# At least use a Bio 
-Protection for 
degradable waste.

*  Keep the garden clean.

* Seperate nondegradable 
waste for recycling.

Support UC to take 
remaining waste,and 
safe disposal.

* Prevent discharging 
sewage directly to river.

* Keep drainage systems 
clean and support 
neighbors to do it. 0



7. Kelani river protects us. L ets protect it.
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8. Always a beautiful Sri Lanka






