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Beware of Philippine Fireworks

A beautiful flowering shrub called Phil-
ippine fireworks is becoming a popular
among many plant lovers throughout the
island. This shrub, botanically known as
Clerodendrum quadriloculare, is a native
to Philippines and cultivated in some
tropical countries especially in the Pacific
region. It has large, paired oval leaves
that are dark green above and reddish
purple below. The flowers, which are pro-
duced in very showy large clusters, each
have a narrow pink tube that is com-
monly 3 inches or more in length, five
white, spreading lobes. When in ending
in specimen was given to me for identifi-
cation sometime ago from a plant found
near Dambulla Cricket Stadium when it
was a rare ornamental but now it is be-
coming rather common.

This plant produces suckers that sprout
profusely and in pacific region it is con-
sidered as an invasive plant. On the pa-
cific island Pohnpei it is growing in full
shade under the forest canopy in a dense,
monospecific understory. The Pacific Is-
land Ecosystems at Risk (PIER) project has
given it a rating of 7 in their risk assess-
ment and advicepeople not to grow it.

Plant and it should be monitored closed
for spread. if escaped into the natural
habitats it will be extremely difficult to
control it.

Dr.D.S.A.Wijesundara
Director

Botanic Gardens
Preradeniya.




