(By Thomas Enters)

Forests cover approximately 9.4 percent of the Earth’s surface, 30 percent of the total land
area. Forests help regulate the world’s climate and weather, are home to nearly 90 percent of the
world's terrestrial biodiversity and their resources directly support the livelihoods of 90 percent of
the 1.2 billion people living in extreme poverty. Roughly 13 million hectares of forest are converted
to other land uses each year and with this deforestation and degradation, high volumes of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases are released.

This places the sector second only to the energy industry for carbon output, accounting
for approximately 12 percent of global carbon emissions. The main drivers of deforestation and
forest degradation are the expansion of agricultural land to feed increasing numbers of people and
animals, legal and illegal logging, infrastructure development, and the world’s need for energy, i.e.
space for producing agro-industrial crops like oil palm or sugar.

If deforestation and degradation of forests can be reduced, and possibly reversed via
conservation, better forest management, and carbon stock enhancement (through e.g. forest
restorations and afforestation), it will be possible to reverse the loss of biodiversity, significantly
reduce carbon emissions, and improve the livelihoods of the people who live and depend on forests.
This is precisely what REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation)
aims to achieve.

REDD (frequently also referred to as REDD+) comprises five activities that developing
countries are encouraged to implement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) to mitigate climate change. These activities include reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation as well as the conserving, enhancing and sustainably managing
forest carbon stocks. In return for the successful implementation of these activities, developing
countries will receive positive incentives from developed countries.

The REDD Concept:

The concept of REDD was introduced during the UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP
11), held in 2005. It was further elaborated, expanded and officially adopted during COP13 in
Bali, Indonesia in 2007. The Bali Action Plan encouraged Parties “to explore a range of actions,
identify options and undertake efforts, including demonstration activities, to address the drivers
of deforestation relevant to their national circumstances, with a view to reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation and thus enhancing forest carbon stocks due to sustainable
management of forests.” COP16 decided that REDD will be implemented in phases beginning
with the development of national strategies or action plans, policies and measures, and capacity-
building (Phase 1, also called the REDD Readiness Phase), followed by the implementation of
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In the forestry and land-based sectors, the requested or required changes are very similar
to the lifestyle change, referred to above. Under STEDD any activity with potentially negative
consequences to carbon stocks would have to cease. Under REDD, on the other hand, developing
countries and their stakeholders would mitigate the impacts they have on forest ecosystems and
would go about enhancing carbon stocks. For logging concessionaires this would mean improving
their operations by, for example, applying reduced impact logging. Plantations of industrial crops
would be established on land not currently covered by forests. Forest-dependent people would
be able to continue to cut timber to build their houses or canoes, and collect non-timber forest
products, including firewood. To ensure that the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities
are addressed and respected, that relevant stakeholders are fully and effectively engaged in REDD
development and implementation, and that natural forests are not converted into carbon farms,
COP16 passed a set of safeguards that are expected to be supported and promoted by developed
and developing countries alike.

As the potential impacts of REDD on local people is a critical issue, the UN-REDD Programme
in Sri Lanka has established a Platform for Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), as one of its first
activities. The CSO Platform gives these organizations a means to develop and deliver focused and
coordinated inputs to forest policy and decision-making processes at the national level.

Also, the UN-REDD Programme in Sri Lanka has established the Indigenous Peoples’ (IP)
Forum, which will enable the 'Veddha' community to discuss their concerns, share their knowledge
and play an active role in the protection of forests. Indigenous people such as the "Veddha'
community retain a wealth of knowledge and wisdom on the important products and services that
these unique ecosystems provide. It is therefore very important to integrate indigenous peoples in
REDD processes.

If you continue to be concerned or just interested in REDD, the UN-REDD Programme in Sri
Lanka or the CSO Platform and IP Forum, please contact the Sri Lanka UN-REDD Programme.
419/1, Pannipitiya Road, Pelawatta, Battaramulla (Tel: 011-278-7532, 011-278-6077, Fax: 011-
278-6255, web: www.un-redd.org)

(The writer is the UN-REDD Regional Coordinator for United Nations Environment Programme
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific) -
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