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Sri Lanka and Sea Level Rise
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Prof.K. D. Arudpragasam 

��������
�	������ ��������	����� ���������

However, island states like Sri Lanka 
and the Maidive Islands will have problems 
of major dimensions. Our ability to solve 
these problems alone and unassisted is 
non-existent. Even with all the help that can 
be got from the International Community the 
problems will still be formidable.

As yet, there is little realization in this 
country, amongst any section of our people, 
of the magnitude of the problems that lie 
before us, resulting from Global Warming 
and Sea Level Rise: Therefore, it is my 
intenion in this article to sound the ALARM

In the first few decades of the 21st 
century, our island nation will face a number 
of major problems because of rising sea 
levels. It is now certain that sea levels will rise 
all over the globe. There will be a wide range 
of effects to the countries of the developed 
world as well as to countries of the developing 
world.
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problems, which will gradualy begin to flood 
us literally and metaphorically, in the near 
future.
What is the CEA ���� � About Sea Level Rise?

In response to the Global Alert sounded 
by the UN System the CEA conducted a very 
successful Seminar on Golbal Warming: 
Proceedings have been published by CEA. 
However, in the public mind, this Seminar 
too seems to have been passed by as �� ��  
����	��� ��������

Subsequently, the speakers at the 
Seminar were brought together by CEA for 
discussions on actions to be taken at National 
Level. However, the sense of urgency has not 
prevailed.

On an ad hoc basis, Sri Lanka has been 
represented at International Meetings, 
including the Perth Workshop on Sea Level 
Rise, which was a Workshop on response 
Strategies and at the IPCC meetings in 
Geneva as well.

The CEA intends, with concurrence of 
the Ministry of Enviornhment and 
Parlimentary Affairs, to set up shortly, a 
Core-Group of persons from CEA, 
Meteorology Department, Department of 
Coast Conservation, Department of 
Agriculture (Agroclimatology) and Forest 
Department with a mandate —
* to make comprehensive assessments from 

the point of view of impacts on Sri 
Lanka.

* to devleop the outlines of possible 
reaponse strategies to meet expected 
changes,

* to liaise with Small States and Regional 
States for co-ordinated approaches,

* to liaise with Small States and Regional 
States for co-ordinated approaches,

* to ensure that all relevant informtion from 
Research, Working Gropus and UN 
Bodies is received and processed in 
relation to our own problems,

* to alert the Government and its Agencies

about the magnitude of the problem and 
help co-ordinate Response Strategies,

* on the basis of considered Response 
Strategies to seek the necessary assitance 
from the International Community to 
help Sri Lanka meet the emerging 
challenges.
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During the past decade, Sri Lanka has 

begun to pay attention to the environment 
and to the need for its preservtion and 
protection. A National Conservation 
Strategy and an Action Plan for its 
implementations have been developed. 
Enviornmental Impact Assessments in respect 
of Development Projects have become 
mandatory and a Licensing Procedure for 
Polluting Industries and other ventures that 
pollute is now in force.

However, none of these actions have 
paid attention to the consequences of Global 
Warming and Sea Level Rise that lie ahead of 
us. There are plans to build new roads, 
railways and industrial compelxes. There are 
plans to develop tourism in a big way. Many 
of these major plans may founder and fail if 
we do not take note of the unknown dangers 
ahead.

Let there be no doubt in our minds. 
Much of what I have written about will take 
place. When the full force of these changes 
strike in 3 to 4 decades, I who write these 
words and many of you who read them will 
be no more.

Let us so act now, that the generations of 
men, women and children who must make 
major adjustments in their paterns of life and 
behaviour will not curse us for inaction and 
lack of initiative at this point in time.

I wish to record my gratitude to the Hon 
Minister of Environment and Parliamentary 
Affairs, Mr. Vincent Perera, who by creating 
the magazine SOBA and inviting me to 
contribute an article has given me this 
opportunity of giving voice to the deep-seated 
fears about the future of our beloved 
motherland that have wracked my heart 
these past few years.
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