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Message of the Hon. Minister of Environment and Parliamentary Affairs

It gives me great pleasure to forward this message to the Review Report of the work of
the Ministry of Environment and Parliamentary Affairs (MEPA) for the year ending 1993.

MEPA as you know was established in 1990 and is only 3 1/2 years old. During the first
three years Hon. Vincent Perera was the Cabinet Minister and I the Project Minister in charge
of the subject of Environment. After Hon. Vincent Perera's death in April 19931 was appointed
as the Cabinet Minister and Hon. Dr. P. M. B. Cyril as the Project Minister of Environment.
Hon. G. Tissakuttiarachchiremains as the State Minister of Parliamentary Affairs. Wehave two
clearly defined Divisions established in the Ministry, namely, the Environment Division and
the Parliamentary Affairs Division.

We have together been able to develop the Ministry, give shape to its objectives and
functions, and build up the staff to its present level of competence and capacity.

The Environment Division deals with Environmental complaints, Questions in Parlia-
ment, the work of the National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), Land Use planning,
Forestry, Wildlife, Biodiversity, Water Resources, Coastal Zones, tourism, national disaster
managementand a series of other connected environmental issues such as water pollution, solid
waste management, toxic wastes etc.

With the passing of legislation in Parliament in June, 1993 Environmental Impact
Assesment (EIA) has become a major component of the Environment Divisions work in
association with the Central Environmental Authority (CEA).

Matters concerning Climate Change, Biodiversity, Clean Air 2000 Action Plan, Interna-
tional Geosphere Biosphere Programme and Hazardous Wastes also come within the purview
of the Environment Division.

Global programmes such as Agenda 21 of UNCED and International Year for the World's
Indigenous People and regional programmes such as South Asia Co-operative Programme
(SACEDP) are also dealt by the staff of this Division.

The Division also handles the work of the NORAD Environment Co-operative Pro-
gramme and the Natural Resources and Environment Policy Project (NAREPP).

The Parliamentary Affairs Division deals with the office of the Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs, providing supportive services to Members of Parliament and in co-
ordinating with Parliament and relevant agencies and handling various matters relating to
Parliamentary Affairs. The Parliamentary Affairs Division of the Ministry also looks after the
administrative and accounting sections of this Ministry. :

The Information and Publicity unit of the Ministry is charged with the responsibility of
creating environmental awareness among the people for the conservation and development of
the environment. Its main activities this year included Rupavahini and SLBC programmes,
environmental publications, school competitions, environmental village projects, plant bank
and tree planting campaigns, and providing publicity support for the Environ Lanka Exhibition
in December 1992 and the production of the first National Environmental Ballet 'Randiya’in
September this Year. :
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With the range and volume of activities of the Ministry rapidly increasing, staffing has
become a critical problem. However I have been able to attract senior and specialist staff along
with consultants to help me in the varied and very specialized Environmental issues which are
not only of local importance but have links with the global community. Sri Lanka has ratified
several international agreements including the Framework Convention on Climate Change,
Convention on Biodiversity, and the Basel Convention on Transboundary Movement of
Harzadous Wastes. '

This Ministry has succeeded in attracting global interest in the implementation of the
National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP) with World Bank assistnace and all the sectors
outlined in NEAP, namely Land Resources, Water Resources, Coastal Resources, Urban and
Industrial Pollution, Mineral Resources, Forests Wildlife and Biodiversity, Environmental
Education and Institutional capacity building are being developed for donor assistnace which
may begin to follow in during the course of 1994.

Fuller details of the activites of this Ministry are in the body of the text of this publicaiton.

The activities of the Central Environmental Authority (CEA) which is the main imple-
menting arm of this Ministry is dealt with in VOL II of this publication.

I extend my sincere thanks to my staff for their devoted work and for extending all co-
operation to me and my subject Ministers in the formulation and implementation of the work
programme of my Ministry.

Dr. Wimal Wickramasinghe
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT & PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS.

Ministry of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs
6th Floor

Unity Plaza

Colombo 04.
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~ ENVIRONMENT

1) GENERAL

1. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN (NEAP)

National Environment Action Plan is one of the first of its kind developed in this region and is
a very comprehensive plan of action developed in the region. The Minister of Environment and
Parliamentary Affairs had a close dialogue with all related agencies in developing the plan and
a large range of activities have been identified which when implemented would substantially
change the environmental scene of Sri Lanka. World Bank has agreed to assist in the
implementation of NEAP and funding for the first Phase of the project, namely developing
concepts in the Plan into fundable projects has been already obtained through the Norwegian
Government. A Norwegian Consultancy firm has been assigned the task of developing
fundable project proposals and the team is expected to commence work in October 93 and
complete it within 5 months. After the projects are developed by mid 1994 World Bank is
expected to look for funding from donor agencies for the implementation of individual

proposals.
2. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

The rules and regulations necessary for the implementation of the National Environmen-

tal Impact Assessment were published in the Gazette Notification No: 772/22 of 24th June 1993
and approved by the Parliament on 09/09/93. Under the National Environmental Impact
“Assessment 14 institutions (8 Ministries, One Department and 5 Corporations/ Boards) have
been named as "Project Approving Agencies" and 51 prescribed projects/undertakings have
been named to be subjected to environmental assessment. These projects/undertakings which

are prescribed are further grouped into three categories:
1) 31 projects with specific capacity located outside the coastal zone.

2) 10 projects located within industrial estates.

3) 51 projects if located within environmentally sensitive areas irrespective of
their magnitude.

The procedure to be followed in approving the prescribed project/undertakings has also
been described in this gazette notification.

In order to implement Environmental Impact Assessment process, Environmental
Impact Assessment cells and Environmental Impact Assessment oversight committees were

established in all project Approving Agencies.

Further to oversee and facilitate Environmental Impact Assessment process, an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment Inter-Agency Committee was established under the chairmanship
of the Secretary Environment with representatives of all Project Approving Agencies. The
functions of this committee includes:

a)  Review the positional status of the implementation of the Environmental
Impact Assessment process.
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b)  Advise and guide the Project Approving Agencies.

¢)  Recommendapproaches forintegrating Environmental Impact Assessments
into national policy and planning frameworks.

Further an block allocation of Rs. 10 million was approved under the votes of Ministry
of Environment and Parliamentary Affairs for 1994 in order to provide funds to Parliamentary
Affairs for the implementation of Environmental Impact Assessment if savings are not

available.

3. DECENTRALISATION

Action is being taken to decentralise some of the environmental functions now handled
at the national level, to Divisional Secretaries and Local Authorities with a view to, enabling
the local environmental issues to be looked after by local institutions. Many environmental
functions, and powers, exercised by the Central Environmental Authority under the National
Environmental Act are to be delegatéd to Local Authorities, with effect from 01.01.1994 and
thereby the Local Authorities, which are already empowered to take certain measures for
protecting environment, under Local Government Ordinances will get more authority and
technical backing. Officers selected from each Local Authority are being given a technical
training for this purpose. Issue of Environmental Protection Licences in respect of Low
polluting industries will constitute and important area of work which will be given over to local
authortties, under the decentralisation programme.

Divisional Secretaries are assigned the function of coordination of all matters relating to
environment and development in their Divisions. To facilitate this function, a Divisional
Environmental Steering Committee is to be set up in each Division under the Chairmanship of
the Divisional Secretary. Heads of Local Authorities in the Division will function as Co-
Chairmen and all Divisional Heads of Govt. and Non-Govt. Agencies related to environment
& development will come into this committee. Assistant Director, Planning, will function as

the Secretary of the committee.

In order to facilitate the people's participation in activities relating to the protection of
environment, a people's organization called Pradeshiya Parisara Sabha has been established in
each Local Authority. It consist of religious dignitaries, divisional and village level field
officers, Principals of Schools, Ayurvedic Physicians, Grama Niladharies, representatives of
voluntary organisations etc. Pradeshiya Parisara Sabha is expected to function as an advisory
body inidentifying environmental issues in the area and suggesting ways and means to mitigate
such issues and also to mobilise people's participation in protecting environment.

In order to make the decentralisation process a success a lot of work was done during the
past year, to educate elected representatives of Local Authorities, government officials at
Divisional level, including Divisional Secretaries, Divisional Seminar were held in the districts
of Colombo, Kalutara, Gampaha, Ratnapura, Kegalle, Kurunegala, Puttlam, Kandy and
Anuradhapura to explain the decentralisation process. They were attended by Heads of Local
Authorities, Members of Local Authorities, Divisional Secretaries and other divisional level
officers. This programme is being implemented in other districts also. Guidelines, manuals and
handbooks have been prepared to be issued to Local Authorities and Divisional Secretaries.
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4. INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR THE WORLD'S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has designated 1993 as the International
year for the World's Indigenous People and, in Resolution No. 46/128 of 1992 outlined its
proposals among which is the establishment of a National Committee to prepare a National
programme of activities. In Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 adopted at the "United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development" (UNCED) at Rio de Janeiro in June 1992, the
subject of recognizing and strengthening the role of indigenous people has been addressed and
some objectives and activities prescribed. The objectives, proposals and activities recom-
mended in the above UNGA and UNCED resolutions are compatible with Sri Lanka's policy
in relation to our own indigenous people, the Veddas.

In almost every part of the world there are indigenous people who have become
marginalised and are discriminated against or excluded from the benefits of development.
Often they are victims of development activities designed and implemented without taking into
consideration the special rights and circumstances of indigenous people. Frequently, the lands
of the indigenous people have been encroached upon or ear-marked for development, and they
are excluded from their forests which may be exploited by others. In many parts of the world
their identity is fading and their traditional beliefs are eroding.

One of the earlier initiatives taken to safeguard the rights of indigenous people 1s the ILS
sponsored "Indigenous and Tribal Populations Convention" of 1957 amended in 1989 and
renamed "Convention Concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries”.
This Convention is an important landmark not only in safeguarding the rights of the indigenous
people, but alsoin creating awareness of the discrimination and oppression they have suffered.
We are examining this development with a view to Sri Lanka becommg a party to the

Convention.

In keeping with the UNGA and UNCED resolutions under reference it is proposed to
embark on a national programme to enhance our knowledge and understanding of indigenous
people, in particular the Veddas, and to assist them to improve their living conditions while
preserving valuable aspects of their culture. The Cabinet of Ministers has approved the
appointment of a National Committee to draw up a programme on the above lines and to
implement it dunng the International Year for the World's Indigenous People.

The National Committee is chaired by the Secretary, Ministry of Environment &
Parliamentary affairs, co-chaired by the Secretary, Ministry of Cultural affairs & Information,
and includes the representatives of the relevant national public, private and non-governmental
sector as well as interested individuals. This committee has drawn up a year long programme
for implementation. These programmes could be listed under the following headings:-

4:1. Publicity

I.  Issueofastamp tocommemorate the International Year for the World's Indigenous
People (in January 1994)

II.  Givepublicity through all media, films, poélers, brochures, etc. (will be done in late
1993)

III.  Obtain NORAD assistance to launch David Bellamy's "Routes of Wisdom" TV
series (will be done in late 1993) .

IV.  Preparation of a photo album on Veddas (will be done in late 1993).
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4:2. Exhibitions and Seminars

L

II.

IIIL.

IV.

To hold an exhibition in December on this theme.
Organize a special session of the SLAAS on this theme in December.

Participation at an International Conference in the Philippines (this was done; Mr.
Sunil Sarath Perera and Mr. T.M. Gunawardene, an undergraduate and a grand
nephew of Vedda Chief, Tissahamy were the delegation).

Organize a film festival on this theme in December.

Make an attempt to have the Australian aboriginal art exhibition in Sri Lanka
in December. -

4:3. Education and Research

Launch an Educational programme in co-ordination with UNESCO and the

L
Ministry of Education (in late 1993)
II. Research and compilation of indigenous medicines and treatment used by the
Veddas (not yet commenced). :
4:4. Publications
I.  Specialissue of SOBA magazine devoted to indigenous peof;le and their culture (in
Sept./Oct.1993)
II. Collation of information on available videos and films at various places such as
Worldview, Government film Unit, etc., and prepare a comprehensive inventory
(not yet done)
III. Re- publication of literature on Vedda dialects (not yet done)
IV. Publication of songs and poems of the Vedda community (collection has been
done) -
V. Preparation of a bibiliography of all available literature on Veddas (not yet done)
VL  Publishing of research publications of the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology
(not yet done) '
VII. Tolauncharesearch study of Coastal Veddas of the Eastern Province by the Eastern
University (not yet done)
VIII. Books to be published for Veddas in the respective vedda dialect (not yet done)
IX. Translation of a book on the Veddas by the Sarasins of Switzerland (not yet done).
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4:5. Institutional Development

I.  Archiving and storing oral traditions and films in the National Archives Depart-
ment (not yet done)

II.  Establish anew section in the National Museums devoted to indigenous people and
their culture including artefacets and diorama (this is being done)

III.  Establish an Environmental Research Centre at Kataragama for the documentation
of oral traditions of the indigenous people (the land is available)

4:6. Administration and Finance

I.  Establishment of a National Committee to launch the programme (this has been
done)

II.  Assist to obtain visas for volunteers in this field (this is being done as and when
required)

III.  Ratification of the ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous People (this is being
‘examined)

IV.  Arrange funding for the above activities (not yet done).

Much progress has been made in the last few months and we are confident that within a
year we will have several publications and valuable records, greatly heightened awareness and
understanding of indigenous people, their culture and socio-economic circumstances, and the
institutional framework to achieve further sustained advance into the next century.

5. SOUTH ASIA CO-OPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (SACEP)

The South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme which was established in 1981,
in Colombo, has 9 member countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SACEP envisages regional co-operation in environmental
activities in the region. It has carried out a number of regional environmental programmes.
Establishment of a "Regional Environmental Natural Resource Information Centre (RENRIC)
with support form the Asian Development Bank will function as a clearing house for
information on environmental matters once it is fully functioned. Another is the Regional Seas
Programme for South Asian Seas.

SACERP in collaboration with ESCAP would shortly be implementing the capacity
building on planning & management of Coastal Areas of South Asian Seas Region. They have
initiated action already to recruit a national consultant for this purpose while ESCAP will be
recruiting the International Consultant and the Project will be launched very soon.

An important event that had taken place during this year was the ratification of the
"Colombo Declaration” by the Iran Government become a full member of SACEP.

SACERP held the fifth Governing Council Meeting of the member countries in Colombo
last year and ratified the SACEP'S programme of work for the next five years. The Hon.
Minister of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs was appointed as the Chairman of the
Governing Council at that meeting for a period of two years or until the next Governing Council

Meeting is held.
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6. AGENDA 21

) The United Nations Conferenceon Environmentand Development(UNCED) held in Rio
de Janeiro in Brazil in June 1992 was the largest conference ever held by the United Nations,
and was attended by an unprecedented number of Heads of States and Heads of Governments,
all of whom addressed the plenary. It was the culmination of several years of preparatory work
by the UNCED Secretariat, numerous international, regional and national bodies and non-
governmental organizations, and a very large number of meetings, seminars and workshops
including four international, officially designated UNCED Preparatory Committee Meetings.

The most important document which emerged from UNCED, also referred to as the
Earth's Summit, is Agenda 21. As stated in the preamble, "Agenda 21 addresses the problems
of today and also aims to prepare the world for the challenges of the next century. It reflects a
global commitment at the highest level on development and environment co-operation.” This
wide ranging massive document of 40 chapters provides a framework for national and
international action on environment and development. It is based on an integrated concept of
environment and development covering many areas including poverty eradication, change of
consumption patterns, protection and promotion of human health, solid wastes management,
pollution control, promotion of sustainable human setdement development, protection of the
atmosphere, sustainable management of land and other natural resources, promotion of
sustainable agriculture and development, science and technology, environmentally sound
management of hazardous wastes and toxic chemicals, roles of women, youth and children,
strengthening the role of indigenous people, strengthening the role of farmers, environmental
education, awareness and training, etc. ‘

The programme arcas that constitute Agenda 21 are described in terms of the basis of
action, objectives, activitics and means of implementation. There is recognition of the need for
a substantial flow of new and additional financial and other resources to developing countries.
Although Agenda 21 is non-binding, it has the moral authority of a consensus reached at a
summit level meeting of virtually every country in the world and marks the beginning of a
new global partnership for sustainable development.

Sri Lanka was represented at UNCED by both Hon. D. B. Wijetunge, Prime Minister and
Hon. M. Vincent Perera, Minister of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs. Our delegation
worked in cooperation with those of other countries especially from G 77, and , more
particularly from SAARC. Hon. D. B. Wijetunge, Prime Minister, took the initiative at Rio to
convene a meeting of SAARC delegates who, under his leadership, unanimously decided.

Natural Resources Division:

1. United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stacks & Highly Migratory Fish Stacks -
New York
Sri Lanka was represented in this conference by the Sri Lanka's Permanent Representative to
U N. From time to time he was briefed by this division.

2. Cabinet Memorandum
Prepared and submitied the observations of the Hon. Minister of Environment & Parlia-
mentary Affairs, to the Cabinet Memorandum signed by the Hon. Minister of Ports and Shipping.

Human Resource development
- Participated at a workshop on Environmental Management guidelines, at “Visumpaya",
Colombo, organised by the United Nations Development Programme.
- Participated at a workshop on Environmental Economics at Colombo, organised by MEPA.
Attended a seminar on Coast Conservation with reference to Coastal Tourism Development
at Colombo; organised by Coast Conservation Dept.

w
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7. ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLAINTS

This Ministry receives many complaints from the general public, NGOs interested parties
and even from Members of Parliament regarding environmental hazards, felling of trees,
numerous types of pollution problems by way of chemicals, saw dust, gases, noise, etc.

The problems of minor nature which could be and should be handled by local bodies are
sent to their attention and action. Others are generally sent to CEA to investigate and take
‘necessary action.

If the concerned party does not take necessary actions stipulated by CEA, then in such
cases legal action is pursued by CEA.

8. PARLIAMENTARY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The cases referred to PCC were discussed at these meetings. Sometimes, the interest of
the involved parties are of a conflicting nature. On the instructions of the Chairman of the PCC
the involved parties will be summoned to the PCC to discuss and find solutions. The PCC of
this Ministry plays a role of a catalyst in solving the problems faced in the field of environment.
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II) NATURAL RESOURCES LAND USES AND TECHNICAL ISSUES

1. BIO DIVERSITY

The International Agreement on Bio-Diversity was studied by a Committee instituted by
the Ministry. A conference was held with the participation of specialists conversation the
subject representing government and non-governmental organizations and discussed
-the matter in which the Agreement applies to Sri Lanka and views presented were
reviewed. The Cabinet memorandum prepared on the acceptance of the Bio-Diversity
with the recommendations of the Final report of this workshop was approved by the
Cabinet. It has been forwarded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for final procedure
of acceptance of the Agreement. The co-ordination with this Ministry is confirming.

2. EMERGENCY FOREST REGULATIONS

Instructions have been sent out to all Provincial Secretaries to take necessary action to
identify the divisions and demarcations of the proposed ranges that may be gazetted. By now
information has been received from 25 Provincial Secretariats. In the event of problems arising
in the implementation of these regulations on account of the existing Forest ordinance and the
Flora and Fauna Protection Act, provision has been made for co-ordination with the Forest
Resources, Irrigation and Mahaweli Development Ministry for settlement.

. 3.'MONTREAL PROTOCOL IMPLEMENTATTON

On the recommendation of the Ministry, the Govemnment ratified the 1990 Amendments to the
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. These Amendments bring in
new substances such as Carbon Tetrachloride and Methyl Chloroform as well as additional
halogenated chloro-fluoro Carbons under control. A Country Study on the consumption of
these substances is being carried out with a view to formulate a strategy for their phase out by
year 2000, and to seek financial assistance from the Multilateral Fund to change over to
alternative substances.

4. FRAME WORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE.CHANGE

On the recommendation of the Ministry, the Government of Sri Lanka decided to ratify the
Climate Change Convention. Sri Lanka participated in the Eight Meeting of the Intergovemn-
mental Negotiating Committee on Climate Change held in Augustin Geneva. A proposal made
by the Sri Lanka delegate that the Financial Mechanism of the Convention should support
setting up of separate units in developing countries to implement the Convention was accepted
and incorporated into the final recommendations.

As required in the Convention, Sri Lanka has already prepared a preliminary inventory of
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and forwarded it to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change.
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5. CONVENTION ON BIO DIVERSITY.

On the recommendation of the Ministry, the Government decided to ratify the Bio-Diversity -
Convention, and to appoint a National Experts, Committee on Biological Diversity under the
aegis of the Ministry for reviewing from time to time, monitoring and advising the Government
on matters relating to Bio-Diversity including implementation of the convention.

Sri Lanka participated in the Expert Conference on Bio-Diversity held in Norway in May.
6..CLEAN AIR-. 2000 ACTION PLAN -

The Government approved the implementation of the Clean Air 2000 Action Plan and
appointed an Implementation Committee under the Chairmanship of the Secretary to the
Ministry, with the Director General of the CEA as the Convenor. The Plan covers mmgatmg
air pollution from vehicles, industries and power plants.

As aninitial step, action was taken to purchase 65 smoke meters to measure the levels of smoke
emitted by diesel vehxcles which will facilitate law enforcement officers to control such

emissions.

A sub-committee has also been sitting under the Chairmanship of the Ministry representative
with the participation of representatives of the motor trade for formulating standards for vehicle
emissions and recommending amcndments to the Motor Traffic Actto provide for enforcement
of emission controls.

7. INTERNATIONAL GEOSPHERE BIOSPHERE PROGRAMME

On the recommendation of the mestry, the Government approved Sri Lanka subscribing to
the International Geosphere - Biosphere Programme and participation in its activities. A |
National Committee was appointed with Prof. K. D. Arudpragasam, Professor of Zoology

and Dean of the University of Colornbo as the Chairman. '

8 BASEL CONVENTION ON HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Sri Lanka ratified the Basel Convention on the Control of Hazardous Wastes and their disposal
on 28th August, 1992. The Ministry of E & PA was appointed as the Focal Point for receiving |
and submitting information in case of accidents occuring during the transboundary movement ;
of hazardous wastes which are likely to present risks to human health and the environment. The
CEA functions as the competent authority for receiving and responding to nouficatlons of
transboundary movement of hazardous wastes.

The Ministry was represented the Ad Hoc committee of the Parties to the Basel Convention at
its meeting from 26-28 October 1993 and the delegation helped in particular to strengthen the
text of the document relating to transboundary movements of hazardous wastes destined for | l
recovery operations which will be placed before the conference of parties scheduled for March | -
1994. |

2y
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III) DONOR ASSISTANCE

1. THE NORAD ENVIRONMENT CO-OPERATION PROGRAMME (NORAD)

This programme was launched on the basis of the Agreement signed between the Government
of Sri Lanka and the Government of Norway on 14 August 1989 and has been in operation from
1990. The agreement provides for a grant of 24 million Norwegian Kroner (Rs. 120 million at
the 1989 exchange rates). Allocations have been provided each year on the basis of approved
projects following each annual Consultation Meetings.

Basically, the NORAD support is given under sic (06) main areas: Institutional Building &
Training, Environmental Protection & Management, Environmental Pollution, Environmental
Education & Awarenéss Creation, Environment Research & Planning and Nature Protection.
In addition to the on-going projects, 25 new projects and other small projects, under District -
Environment agencies were approved by NORAD at the Annual Review Meeting in February
1993. A work Plan for 1993 with some overplanning amounting to Rs. 35 million against a
financial frame of Rs. 28 million was also approved at this Annual Review Meeting.

A 21 million Phase II Conservation Project for Sinharaja and a Rs. 17 million Phase I
conservation Project for Knuckles have been presented for NORAD support by the Ministry
of Lands, Irrigation and Mahaweli Development this year. NORAD agreed to release Rs. 5.4
million for the initial activities of the above two proposals. A Rs. 13.1 million Forest
- Department Project for the management of Mangroves has also been supported by NORAD
from 1991. Management plans for these projects were contracted for under three consultancies.
The Management plans for Sinharaja and for the Mangroves project have been already issued.
Another considerably large project is the Rs. 11.6 million Yala Block IV Development Project
(Ruhunu National Park) which was approved in 1991.

The considerable progress made in 1992 with regard to planning and implementation received
a favourable response from NORAD at the Annual Consultations Meeting of 17-20 November
1992 and the Annual Review Meeting of 12 February, 1992. The Ministry of Environment
received compliments for the improvements and progress accomplished during 1992 and on the
progress in strengthening the various implementing institutions.

The parties agreed that further emphasis be given to institutional support with priority for
provincial and divisional level. It was further agreed to assign priority for Sinharaja and
Knuckles forestry projects resulting in possible limitations for smaller projects.

At the Annual Consultations Meeting, planning figures with some increases in funding were
tentatively agreed upon with annual increases in funding up to 1995 from NKR 4.2 million for
1993 to NKR 4.6 for 1994.

A changed thrust of the programme was suggested in the 1993 plan with cogent rationales.
- Taking into account of the overall framework of the National Environmental Action Plan,
NORAD emphasis were to be on a strategic and catalytic intervention modes owing to the
limited nature of the funding. Ruhunu National Park, Smhara]a and Knuckles projects are

programmes receiving continued support -
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An effort was made to build a definitive thrust for the edutation and awareness projects. Here,
the education awareness were to be built around small conservation projects so as to provide
a field study oriented project approach in environmental education. Real life experiences
obtained under a field study context and a project approach were considered productive and
decisive influences on young persons lives in building up commitment for environmental
protection. With this in mind, small conservation projects with considerable educational
aspects were propased under the Pompakelle Conservation project, Ratnapura, Ethugala
Conservation project, Kurunegala and Udawattakelle conservation project in Kandy. These
were complemented by provision of publications such as "Kurulan Narambamu" and publish-
ing a Sinhalese version of "Our Common Future." :

Another significant development is the funding for the First National Environment Ballet
"Randiya" by NORAD. NORAD provided Rs. 625,000 for the entire production of this ballet
by Premakumara Epitawala. Epitawala's professional inputs were available to the project
without charge. For this ballet progress of "Ganga" through Sri Lanka's terrain and her
encounters with pollution were utilised to give a very powerful environmental message. The
major part of the message was how environment could be improved and pollution reduced, by
means of a co-operative action such as re-afforestation. The ballet was first performed in Kandy
under the distinguished patronage of His Excellency the President. Randiya was also staged
again in Kandy under the patronage of Hon. Minister of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs
and in Colombo BMICH under the patronage of Hon. Minister of Environment & Parliamen-
tary affairs and Hon. Minister of Education and Higher Education. The show in Kurunegala was
staged under the patronage of Hon. Minister of Textile Industries.

The project hopes to record the full ballet on video for telecasting to a wider public.

" 2. NATURAL RESOURCES & ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY PROJECF.(NAREPP)

The Natural Resources and Environmental Policy Project (1991-96) is co-funded by the
USAID and the Government of Sri Lanka with a total cost of Rs. 640 million (US $16 million).
The overall objective of the Project is to strengthen the technical and institutional capability of
the public sector institutions for the formulation of sustainable development policies through
the efficient management of the environmental and natural resources of the country. The project
commenced its third year of implementation in 1993.

The activities of the project during the current year aimed at achieving the following:

* Integration of environmental economics into development policies and pro-
© grammes. '

* Developmeént of Environmental Impact Assessmentas a decision making
tool for environmental management.

* Reduction of industrial related pollution through the promotion of improved
technologies and other interventions.

The project assisted the Central Environmental Authority by providing the necessary expertise
for the formulation of EIA Guidelines and Regulations. The enforcement of EIA Regulations
have been made effective with effect from June 1993. Extensive public education and extension
programme has been designed to facilitate the implementation of EIA towards better manage-
ment of environment and natural resources. Technical assistance by way of manpower
development and training has been extended to several public sector institutions engaged in
natural resources management.
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- Preliminary work has been commenced in the development of a methodology for integrating
environmental economics into national policies and programmes. Selected officers from the
public sector and the universities received training inenvironmental economics during the year.
Commodity assistance has been extended to several agencies to upgrade their delivery services

and manpower development.
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PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

The office of the Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs was engaged in providing
supportive services to Members of Parliamentand in coordinating with Parliament and relevant
agencies various matters relating to Parliamentary Affairs. These included, the appointment of
Clerks, Typists and Karyala Karya Sahayakas to the Staff of the Members of Parliament and

the payment of salaries and allowances to them.

A sum of Rs. 23,084,111/= has been paid as salaries to those who served in the Staff of
the Members of Parliament. The amount paid to them as their travelling allowance was Rs.

7,49,900/=.

A gratuity computed on the basis of 20% of the monthly salary in respect of each month
of service, was paid to those persons whose services were terminated from the Staff of Members

of Parliament. The amount of gratuity so paid was Rs. 763,816.44.

Typewriters, Photostat Machines and Facsimile Machines have been provided to 160
Members of Parliament. Action is being taken to provide the same to remaining members of
Parliament, as and when they make their requests.

The provision of tyres and tubes at concessionary prices, for official vehicles used by
Members of Parliament, through the St Lanka State Trading (General) Corporation was

coordinated by this Ministry.

On a recommendation made by the Minister of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs,
Cabinet of Ministers has decided to re-designate the post of "Clerk" in the personal staff of
Members of Parliament as "Secretary to the Member of Parliament".

Monthly travelling allowance of Rs. 300/- paid to the Staff of the Members of Parliament

was increased to Rs. 400/=.
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INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

Itis essential to create environmental awareness among the people for the conservation
and development of environment. They would participate in environmental activities only
when they have an understanding of and a feelirig for environment. A

In order to communicate promptly and efficiently enhance the mass of ecological
knowledge of the people, and to identify environmental issues and resources, the Information
and Publicity Unit planned and executed several projects during the year under review.
Towards this effort the Unit enlisted the support of Rupavahini and SLBC, newspapers and
magazines, used inter-personal communication and group communication methods.

1. RUPAVAHINI PROGRAMMES

Arrangements are being made to telecast an inter-district "Do You Know" contest
through Rupavahini. Fourteen teams selected at district level will participate in these contests
designed to promote environment awareness and knowledge among youth.

In addition a large number of environment related Rupavahini programmes were telecast
on World Environment Day, National Tree Planting Day and International Year of the
Indigenous People with the sponsorship of the Ministry.

2. SLBC PROGRAMMES

Several radio documentaries on topical environmental interests were produced by the
Unit and broadcast under the directive of the Ministry.

The live radio broadcast of the lifestyle of the Veddas of Dambane to mark the
International Year of the Indigenous People in 1993 received a tremendous response from
listeners.

Radio programmes were produced and broadcast through Rajarata Sevaya, Mahanuwara
Sevaya and Giranduru Kotte Community Broadcasting Service.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLICATIONS

The Ministry's environmental journal "SOBA" is regularly published in Sinhala, Tamil
and English On this year's Tree Planting Day the fourth annual number of journal was issued.

In September 1993 a special number was published in view of the International Year of
the Indigenous People covering the lifestyles of Sri Lanka's indigenous groups.

4. INTER SCHOOL WALL PAINTINGS COMPETITICN

School children are encouraged to participate in Environmental Authoritie's inter-school
wall painting competitions were conducted in connection with the Presidential Mobile Services
of Trincomallee and Batticaloa.

These competitions intended to create an understanding of environment among students
and to enhance their knowledge of the subject were organised with the assistance of the District
Environment Agencies of Trincomallee and Batticaloa.
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL MODEL VILLAGE PROJECT

The Environmental Model Villages Pilot Project launched last year was extended in the
year under review.

The major objectives of this communication project are

*  Improvement of the understanding and attention of the rural population towards
environmental concerns.

*  Introducing additional income generating and self-employment avenues such as
horticulture, compost preparation, reforestation, home-gardening and utilizing
waste material for paper manufacture, while conserving the environment.

*  Educating school pupils on matters concerning natural resource use and manage-
ment. B

This project is primarily aimed at involving the rural folk in environment conservation
and management of natural resources. While engaged in rural development they are made to
be conscious of the development of environment. Self employment projects capable of
providing avenues of extra income in the process of environment conservation are being
introduced to the rural community. School children are encouraged to participate in environ-
mental activities. Various projects are operative to prepare the background for the process of
development at village level.

Steps were taken to establish two more Environmental Model Villages at national level
this year. The firstis the Mattalagama Environmental Village in the Lunugamvehera Divisional
Secretaries' Division and the second, the Weerakoongama Envuonmental Village in the
Haldummulla Divisional Secretarys Division.

The development activities of the Environmental Model Villages Pahala Iriyagama in
Peradeniya and Wikumsihagama in Eheliyagoda are continually revieved this year.

Action is further being taken to establish Model Villages at Divisional Secretarys'level.

6. PLANT BANKS

Three pilot Plant Bank projects were started in three Kandy schools to increase
environmental understanding among students and encourage them in plant conservation.
These Plant Banks at Shri Swarnajoti Maha Vidyalaya in Kiribathkumbura, Wattegama Balika
Vidyalaya and Wattegama Madya Maha Vidyalaya are progressing successfully. It must be
stated with gratitude that State electronic medias Rupavahini, SLBC, and other newspapers
extended their fullest co-operation, to the Unit in carrying out its duties successfully.
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7. MAHAMEVUNA UYANA TREE PLANTING PROJECT

Steps have been take to plan and implement a Tree Planting Project at Mahamevuna
Uyana in Anuradhapura with the participation of the Ministry of Environment & Parliamentary
Affairs, Ministry of Education & Cultural Affairs, Department of Archaeology, Central
Cultural Fund, Anuradhapura District Secretariat and non-Governmental organisations.

Mahamevuna Uyana bounded by Thuparama Chaittiya on the north, Dakkhina Thupa on
the south, Halpen Ela on the east and Basavakkulama Tank and Mirisaveti Chaittiya on the
west, is about 750 acres in extent. It is intended to complete the project in 5 stages. It will be
150 acres per annum to complete the 750 acres in S years. In each acre 30 plants will be
cultvated. It will come to 150x30 = 4500 plants per annum. At the end of 5 years There should
be 22500 plants.

Due to various reasons plants and trees in Mahamevuna Uyana have suffered destruction
and some parts are entirely devoid of any. Some trees have grown old and decayed. Strong cattle
and monkeys have destroyed some. And it is believed that fires lit up by pilgrims have also
caused damage to plants and trees.

Under the new project it is planned to introduce 3 specific methods of planting.

1. Seeds will be sown in a selected area. When the plants grow up what is
suitable for the place will be allowed to remain and the surplus will be planted
in other parts.

2. Flaunting saplings bought from other nurseries.

3. Uprooting about 2 years old plants from the jungle and re-planting them in
suitable places (Trans planting).

It is intended to plant special varieties like Aralu, Bulu, Nelli, Sandun, Ehela etc.

Itisexpected to protect and maintain the nearly grown plants for about 2 years. This will
be under the supervision of the Archaeological Department. To protect these plants with a fence
around it for 2 years is estimated to cost Rs. 1,000/=. Hence to grow plants in 150 acres during
one year it is estimated to cost rupees 1.5 million.

The unstinted support of the general public, non-governmental and governmental
institutions is sought for this national task of rehabilitating the history of Mahamevuna Uyana
which adorned the sacred city of Anuradhapura.

A Foster system has been planned for this purpose. Under this system any persoh or
institution can undertake fostering of a plant by payment of Rs. 1,000/=. A person or institution
may obtain more than one fosterage. Such money may be deposited in the 'Mahamevuna Uyana
Tree Planting Fund' of the Archaeological Department. On payment the person's or institution's
name will be displayed on the plant as fosterer and protected and maintained.

The first stage of the Tree Planting Project will start at 8.30 a. m. on November 27, 1993
under the patronage of Environment & Parliamentary Affairs Minister Dr. Wimal
Wickramasinghe, Education, Higher Education & Cultural Affairs Minister Mr. W. J. M.

Lokubandara and the North Central Province Chief Minister Mr. G. D. Mahindasoma.
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8. ENVIRONLANKA '92

For the first time in Sri Lanka there was a major Exhibition on Environment &
Development during 10-12 Dec. 1992 at BMICH.

It was a Multi-Sector Enterprise co-ordinated by the Ministry of Environment &
Parliamentary Affairs with the assistance of Metropolitian Environmental Improvement
Programme, the Sri Lanka Association for Advancement of Science and Central Environmen-
tal Authority. The objectivesinclude the enhancement of environmental awareness and spread
of knowledge of environment, friendly technologies equipments, products and services
available locally and overseas. This would have created opportunities for environmental
interventions by Participating Agencies in both the public and private sector.

There were altogether 83 stalls manned by 69 Participating Agencies. Out of which 11
were NGOO, 19 from private sector and balance 39 by the public sector. No doubt that the
exhibition has brought to public focus the progress made by the Government in protecting the
environment and in achieving sustainable development. Moreover, the Exhibition has provided
an opportunity for Sri Lankans to learn, understand and appreciate our environmental heritage
and values. This Exhibition also has provided prospects for an increased role for the Private
Sector and NGOO in our Environmental Programmes.

9. THE FIRST NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL BALLET "RANDIYA"

The Minisiry of Environment and Parliamentary Affairs engaged in producing the First
National Environmental Ballet "Randiya", with a student cast of 57 chosen from schools in and
around Kandy. The theme of the ballet was "Water and Environment", which was supposed

to enhance environmental awareness throughout the island.

Choreogfaphy, direction and production of the ballet was done by Mr. Premakumara
Epitawala, who is a very distinguished artiste and environmentalist. The duration of the ballet

was 02 hours.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education, Department of Education - Central
Provincial Council and all other agencies concerned backed this massive national venture. Mr.
Epitawala provided his expertise free of charge and much of the other expenses were met from
an allocation from Norwegian Aid.

The premiere of the ballet was held at the St. Anthony's College hall in Kandy on 11
September under the distinguished patronage of H E the President. There were other shows at
the same hall on 12 and 16 September. In addition there were performances, in Colombo at the
BMICH on 18 September, and in other performances later on as well as a shorter video version
of Randiya which will be telecast nation-wide.

An attractive multicoloured souvenir was also produced. A different approach was
adopted in designing the souvenir by including environmental messages within the advertise-
ments rather than marketing the institutions itself. In addition to these ad vertisements, attractive
colour photographs were included to be compatible with the messages to enhance the
advantages of environmental preservation in various ways.
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