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Foreword

Sustainable Development on every part of the world has become very important subject today. Sustainable
development is a mode of human development in which resource use aims to meet human needs while ensuring
the sustainability of natural systems and the environment, so that these needs can be met not only in the present,
but also for generations to come. Environment has proved that human can't behave against nature, and the
development processes to be planned with the harmony of environmental sustainability. Environment
degradation is a tremendous issue that the world community encountered today and find solutions and cope with
the problems that the world community has to take remedial actions collectively. In order to make collective
decisions and necessary actions on sustainable development. The United Nations (UN) has organized many world
summits and set up common goals for the world communifyto achieve them.

First time in history, 1972 Stockholm Conference put environmental issues on the International agenda and laid
the groundwork for progress in the environment and development.20 years after the Stockholm Conference, The
Earth Summit [United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED)] was held in 1992 in Rio de
janeiro, Brazil. The Outcome of the UNCED was Rio Declaration on Environment & Development, Forest Principles,
three Rio Conventions (Climate Change, Biodiversity and Desertification) and Agenda 21. Agenda 21 is the most
comprehensive plan to date outlining necessary actions for sustamable development at local, national and
international fevels.

10 years later, The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was taken place in Johannesburg, South
Africa in 2002.World leaders from states, business and non governmental organizations were gathered at this
Forum. The main outcomes of the WSSD are Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI), Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Development.

Again after 10 years time, the Rio Conference; United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD)
was held in Rio de Janerio, Brazil in june 2012. The outcome document of Rio+20 conference has been named as
“The Future We Want”. This is the reference document for implementation and follow up of sustainable
development related programs and agreements for the member countries. Even if the development strategies
would vary from country to country there should be an ultimate common goal for sustainability in economic, social
& Environment. Rio +20 conference brought all countries to a single path and agreed to commit for a collective
effort for sustainable development.

The Outcome documents related to world summits on sustainable development provide necessary guidelinesand
directions to the world community to move forward with sustainable development initiatives.

A compilation of outcome documents of sustainable d‘evelopmenf summits prepared by the Ministry of
Environment and Renewable Energy provides enormous benefits for policy makers, planners, researchers,
business community, civil society and others who involved in this field.

‘Therefore | believe that this compilation would lmmensely benefit all the stakeholders of sustainable
development.

inistry of Environment and Renewable Energy
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The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development

The 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development defines the rights of the
people to be involved in the development of their economies, and the responsibilities of
human beings to safeguard the common environment. The declaration builds upon the
basic ideas concerning the attitudes of individuals and nations towards the
environment and development, first identified at the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment (1972).

The Rio Declaration states that long term economic progress is only ensured if it is
linked with the protection of the environment. If this to be achieved, then nations must
establish a new global partnership involving governments, their people and the key
sectors of the society. Together human society must assemble international
agreements that protect the global environment with responsible development.

There are anumber of principles to the Rio Declaration.
. People are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.

¢ Development today must not threaten the needs of present and future
generations.

¢ Nations have the right to exploit their own resources, but without causing
environmental damage beyond their borders.

. Environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the
development process. '

. Eradicating poverty and reducing disparities in living standards in different
parts of the world are essential if we are to achieve sustainable
development whilst meeting the needs of the majority of the people.

. Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all

concerned citizens.

s The polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of pollution.

° Sustainable development requires better scientific understanding of the
problems. Nations should share knowledge and technologies to achleve the
goal of global sustainability. '
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THE RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
(1992)

PREAMBLE
The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

Having met at Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992,

Reaffirming the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, adopted at
Stockholm on 16 June 1972, and seeking to build upon it,

With the goal of establishing a new and equitable global partnership through the creation of new
levels of co-operation among States, key sectors of societies and people,

Working towards international agreements which respect the interests of all and protect the integrity
of the global environmental and developmental system,

Recognizing the integral and interdependent nature of the Earth, our home,
Proclaims that:

PRINCIPLE 1

Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development. They are entitled to a healthy
and productive life in harmony with nature. :

PRINCIPLE 2

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international law,
the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental
policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. -

PRINCIPLE 3 -

The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and environmental
needs of present and future generations.

PRINCIPLE 4

In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of
the development process and cannot be considered inisolation fromit.

PRINCIPLES

All States and all people shall co-operate in the essential task of eradicating poverty as an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development, in order to decrease the disparities in standards of living and
better meet the needs of the majority of the people of the world.

PRINCIPLE6
The special situation and needs of developing countries, particularly the least developed and those most

environmentally vulnerable, shall be given special priority. International actions in the field of environment
and development should also address the interests and needs of all countries.

PRINCIPLE7 ‘

States shall co-operate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect and restore the health and
integrity of the Earth's ecosystem. In view of the different contributions to global environmental
degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries
acknowledge the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit of sustainable development in
view of the pressures their societies place on the global environment and of the technologies and
financial resources they command. '
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PRINCIPLE S
To achieve sustainable development and a higher quality of life for all people, States should reduce and efiminate
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption and promote appropriate demographic policies.

PRINCIPLE9

States should co-operate to strengthen endogenous capacity-building for sustainable development by improving
scientific understanding through exchanges of scientific and techiological knowledge, and by enhancing the
development, adaptation, diffusion and transfer of technologies, including new and innovative technologies.

PRINCIPLE 10

Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the
national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that is held
by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activilies in their communities, and the
opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and
participation by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings,
including redress and remedy, shall be provided.

PRINCIPLE 11

States shall enact effective environmental legislation. Environmental standards, management objectives and
priorities should reflect the environmental and developmental context to which they apply. Standards applied by
some countries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other countries, in particular
developing countries. '

PRINCIPLE12

States should co-operate to promote a supportive and open international economic system that would
lead to economic growth and sustainable development in all countries, to better address the problems of
environmental degradation. Trade policy measures for environmental purposes should not constitute a
means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade.
Unilateral actions to deal with environmental challenges outside the jurisdiction of the importing country
should be avoided. Environmental measures addressing transboundary or global environmental
problems should, as far as possible, be based on an international consensus.

PRINCIPLE 13

States shall develop national law regarding liability and compensation for the victims of pollution and
other environmental damage. States shall also co-operate in an expeditious and more determined
manner to develop further international law regarding liability and compensation for adverse effects of
environmental damage caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control to areas beyond their
jurisdiction.

PRINCIPLE 14 _

States should effectively co-operate to discourage or prevent the relocation and transfer to other States of
any activities and substances that cause severe environmental degradation or are found to be harmful to
human health. '

PRINCIPLE 15

In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely apphed by States
according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full
scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation.

PRINCIPLE 16

National authorities should endeavour to promote the internalization of environmental costs and the use
of economic instruments, taking into account the approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear the
cost of pollution, with due regard to the public interest and without distorting internatiopal trade and
investment.



PRINCIPLE 17

Environmental impact assessment, as a national instrument, shall be undertaken for proposed activities
that are likely to have a significant adverse impact on the environment and are subject to a decision of a
competent national authority.

PRINCIPLE 18

States shall immediately notify other States of any natural disasters or other emergencies that are likely to
produce sudden harmful effects on the environment of those States. Every effort shall be made by the
international community to help States so afflicted.

PRINCIPLE19

States shall provide prior and timely notification and relevant information to potentially affected States on
activities that may have a significant adverse transboundary environmental effect and shall consult with
those States at an early stage and in good faith.

PRINCIPLE 20
Women have a vital role in environmental management and development. Their full participation is
therefore essential to achieve sustainable development.

PRINCIPLE 21
The creativity, ideals and courage of the youth of the world should be mobilized to forge a global
partnership in order to achieve sustainable development and ensure a better future for all.

PRINCIPLE 22

Indigenous people and their communities, and other local communities, have a vital role in environmental
management and development because of their knowledge and traditional practices. States should
recognize and duly support their identity, culture and interests and enable their effective participation in
the achievement of sustainable development.

PRINCIPLE 23 »
The environment and natural resources of people under-oppression, domination and occupation shall be
protected.

PRINCIPLE 24

Warfare is inherently destructive of sustainable development. States shall therefore respect international
law providing protection for the environment in times of armed conflict and co-operate in its further
development, as necessary.

PRINCIPLE 25
Peace, development and environmental protection are interdependent and indivisible.

PRINCIPLE 26
States shall resolve all their environmental disputes peacefully and by appropriate means in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations. '

PRINCIPLE 27

States and people shall co-operate in good faith and in a spirit of partnership in the fulfiiment of the
principles embodied in this Declaration and in the further development of international law in the field of
sustainable development.
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The Earth Summitand Agenda 21

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also
known as the Rio Summit, Rio Conference, and Earth Summit was a major United
Nations conference held in Rio de Jeneiro, Brazil from 3to 14" June 1992.

172 governments participated, with 108 sending their heads of state or government.
Also 2400 representatives of non governmental organisations attended. An important
achievement was an agreement on the Climate Change Convention which in turn led to
the kyoto Protocol. Another agreement was to "not carry out any activities on the lands of
indigenous peoples that would cause environmental degradation or that would be

culturally inappropriate".
The Earth Summit resulted in the following documents:

» RioDeclaration on Environment and Development
- e Agenda?21
¢ ForestPrinciples

Moreover, two important legally binding agreements were opened for éignature:

s Convention on Biological Diversity®

» Framework Convention on Climate Change (UFCCC)

Agenda 21

Agenda 21 is a non-binding, voluntarily implemented action plan of the United Nations
with regard to sustainable development. It is a product of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992 Itis an
action agenda for the UN, other multilateral organizations, and individual governments
around the world that can be executed at local, national, regional and global levels. The
"21" in Agenda 21 refers to the 21st Century. It has been affirmed and modified at
subsequent UN conferences.

Agenda 21 is grouped into 4 sections.

Section 1: Social and Economic Dirhensions.

Section 2: Conservation and Manégement of resources for development
Section 3 : Strengthening the Role of Major Groups.

Section 4 : Means of Implementation.

\ﬁgg\—
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THEEARTH SUMMIT AND AGENDA 21

From: Global Tomorrow Coalition Sustainable Development Tool Kit.

INTRODUCTION
The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), which took place in Rio de
Janeiro in June 1992, was a milestone event bringing together Heads of State and Chiefs of Government
than any other meeting in the history of international relations, along with senior diplomats and .
government officials from around the globe, delegates from United Nations agencies, officials of
international organizations, and many thousands of nongovernmental organization (NGO)
representatives and journalists.

UNCED made it plain that we can no longer think of environment and economic and social development
as isolated fields. In addition to major international treaties and agreements concluded at the Earth
Summit on issues of global climate change, biological diversity, deforestation, and desertification, the
Declaration of Rio contains fundamental principles on which nations can base their future decisions and
policies, considering the environmental implications of socio-economic development.

Agenda 21 was a special product of the Earth Summit. It is a vast work program for the 21% century,
approved by consensus among the world leaders in Rio, representing over 98% of the world's population.
This historic document is 700 pages long and embraces all areas of sustainable development. A
comprehensive blueprint for a global partnership, Agenda 21 strives to reconcile the twin requirements of
a high quality environment and a healthy economy for all people of the world, while identifying key areas
of responsibility as well as offering preliminary cost estimates for success.

The framing of Agenda 21 began well over a decade ago. By resolution 38/161 in December 1983, the UN
General Assembly convened the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED),
chaired by Ms. Gro Harlem Brundtland, Prime Minister of Norway. The 22 distinguished members of the
WCED worked for three years, conducting a series of public hearings throughout the world, reviewing
specially commissioned research and reports, and carrying on extensive international dialogue, to
produce their unanimous report, Our Common Future, which was presented to the UN General Assembly
in October 1987 and disseminated world-wide. The report placed the concept of sustainable
development as an urgent imperative on the global agenda, and led directly to the decision by the United
Nations to convene the 1992 Earth Summit.

Agenda 21 reflects not only the testimony and counsel of the numerous technical and scientific advisers
mobilized by the UNCED Secretariat under the leadership of Maurice F. Strong, but painstaking
negotiation by the delegates of 172 sovereign nations. The Preparatory Committee, or PrepCom, held
four month-long meetings from August 1990 through the spring of 1992. For deliberation at the Earth
Summit, the 40 chapters of Agenda 21 were submitted in four sections to the corresponding four major
committees of the delegates.

Although Agenda 21 is a global consensus document, negotiation at Rio did not settle all disputes to the
satisfaction of each participant...and not necessarily in the best interests of all, seen from the broadest

perspective. ltis, however, a unique step forward on the road toward sustainability, and offers a bold plan
to mobilize local, national, and global action.

Overview of Agenda 21
SECTION ONE: SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS

The preamble and the following eight chapters consider the challenges that the adaptation of human
behaviour to sustainable development pose to prevailing social and economic structures and institutions.

1. PREAMBLE
The preamble concludes, "Agenda 21 is a dynamic program. It will be carried out over time by the various
actors according to the different situations, capacities and priorities of countries and regions...The

process marks the beginning of a new global partnership..."
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2, ACCELERATING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Calls for a global partnership to provide a dynamic and growing world economy based on an "...open,
equitable, secure, non-discriminatory, and predictable multilateral trading system,” in which commodity
exports of the developing countries can find markets at fair prices free of tariff and nontariff barriers.

Cost of implementation: $8.8 billion
3. COMBATING POVERTY

Suggests that factors creating policies of development, resource management, and poverty be
integrated. This objective is to be sought by improving access of the poor to education and health care, to
safe water and sanitation, and to resources, especially land; by restoration of degraded resources; by
empowerment of the disadvantaged, especially women, youth, and indigenous peoples; by ensuring that
"women and men have the same right and the means to decide freely and responsibly on the number of

spacing of their children."
Cost of implementation: $30 billion

4, CHANGING CONSUMPTION PATTERNS

"One of the most serious problems now facing the planet is that associated with historical patterns of
unsustainable consumption, and production, particularly in the industrialized countries." Social research
and policy should bring forward new concepts of status and lifestyles which are "less dependent on the
Earth's finite resources and more in harmony with its carrying capacity.” Greater efficiency in the use of
energy and resources--for example, reducing wasteful packaging of products must be sought by new
technology and new social values. Cost of implementation: The recommended measures are unlikely to

require significant new financial resources.
5. POPULATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

Urges governments to develop and implement population policies integral with their economic
development programs. Health services should "include women centered, women-managed, safe and
effective reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible
planning of family size..." Health services are to emphasize reduction of infant death rates which
con;/erge with low birth rates to stabilize world population at a sustainable number at the end of the
century. '

Cost of implementation: $7 billion

6. PROTECTING AND PROMOTING HUMAN HEALTH

Calls for meeting basic health needs of all populations; provide necessary specialized environmental
health services; co-ordinate involvement of citizens, and the health sector, in solutions to health
problems. Health service coverage should be achieved for population groups in greatest need,
particularly those living in rural areas. The preventative measures urged include reckoning with urban
health hazards and risks from environmental poliution.

Cost of implementation: $273 billion

7. SUSTAINABLE HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

Addresses the full range of issues facing urban-rural settlements, including: access to land, credit, and
low-cost building materials by homeless poor and unemployed; upgrading of slums to ease the deficit in
urban shelter; access to basic services of clean water, sanitation, and waste collection; use of appropriate
construction materials, designs, and technologies; increased use of high-occupancy public
transporﬁation and bicycle and foot paths; reduction of long-distance commuting; support for the informal
economic sector; development of urban renewal projects in partnership with non-governmental
organizations; improved rural living conditions and land-use planning to prevent urban sprawl onto

agricultural land and fragile regions.
: Cost of implementation: $218 billion
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8. MAKING DECISIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Calls on governments to create sustainable development strategies to integrate social and environmental
policies in all ministries and at all levels, including fiscal measures and the budget. Encourages nations
and corporate enterprises to integrate environmental protection, degradation, and restoration costs in
decision-making at the outset, and to mount without delay the research necessary to reckon such costs,
to develop protocols bringing these considerations into procedures at all levels of decision-making.

Cost of implementation: $63 million
SECTION TWO: CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES

The environment itself is the subject of chapters 9 through 22, dealing with the conservation and
management of resources for development.

9. PROTECTING THEATMOSPHERE

Urges constraint and efficiency in energy production and consumption, development of renewable

energy sources; and promotion of mass transit technology and access thereto for developing countries.

Conservation and expansion of "all sinks for greenhouse gases" is extolled, and transboundary pollution

recognized as "subject to international controls." Governments need to develop more precise ways of

predicting levels of atmospheric pollutants; modernize existing power systems to gain energy efficiency;
—and increase energy efficiency education and labelling programs.

Cost of implementation: $21 billion
10. MANAGING LAND SUSTAINABLY

Calls on governments to develop policies that take into account the land-resource base, population
changes, and the interests of local people; improve and enforce laws and regulations to support the
sustainable use of land, and restrict the transfer of productive arable land to other uses; use techniques
such as landscape ecological planning that focus on an ecosystem or a watershed, and encourage
sustainable livelihoods; include appropriate traditional and indigenous land-use practices, such as
pastoralism, traditional land reserves, and terraced agriculture in land management; encourage the

~==zzrtirzgErisipation in decision-making of those affected groups that have often been excluded, such as
women, youth, indigenous people, and other local communities; test ways of putting the value of land and
ecosystems into national reports on economic performance; ensure that institutions that deal with [and
and natural resources integrate environmental, social, and economicissues into planning.

Cost of implementation: $50 million
11. COMBATING DEFORESTATION

Calls for concerted international research and conservation efforts to control harvesting of forests and
“uncontrolled degradation and conversion to other types of land use," to develop the values of standing
forests under sustained cultivation by indigenous technologies and agro-forestry, and to expand the
shrunken world-forest cover. Governments, along with business, nongovernmental and other groups
should: plant more forests to reduce pressure on primary and old-growth forests; breed trees that are
more productive and resistant to stress; protect forests and reduce pollutants that affect them, including
air pollution that flows across borders; limit and aim to halt destructive shifting cultivation by addressing
the underlying social and ecological causes; use environmentally sound, more efficient and less polluting
methods of harvesting; minimize wood waste; promote small-scale enterprises; develop urban forestry

for the greening of all places where people live; and encourage low-impact forest use and sustainable
management of areas adjacent to forests.

Cost of implementation: $31.25 billion



12. COMBATING DESERTIFICATION AND DROUGHT

Calls for intensive study of the process in its relation to world climate change to improve forecasting, study
of natural vegetation succession to support large-scale revegetation and afforestation, checking and
reversal of erosion, and like small-and grand-scale measures. For inhabitants whose perilously adapted
livelihoods are threatened or erased, resettlement and adaptation to new life ways must be assisted.
Governments must: adopt national sustainable land use plans and sustainable management of water
resources; accelerate planting programs; and help to reduce the demand for fuel wood through energy

efficiency and alternative energy programs.

Cost of implementation: $8.6 billion.
13. SUSTAINABLE MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT

Calls for study, protection, and restoration of these fragile ecosystems and assistance to populations in
regions suffering degradation. Governments should: promote erosion-control measures that are low-
cost, simple, and easily used; offer people incentives to conserve resources and use environment-
friendly technologies; produce information on alternative livelihoods; create protected areas to save wild
genetic material; identify hazardous areas that are most vulnerable to erosion floods, landsiides,
earthquakes, snow avalanches, and other natural hazards and develop early-warning systems and
disaster-response teams; identify mountain areas threatened by air pollution from neighbouring industrial
and urban areas; and create centres of information on mountain ecosystems.

Cost of implementation: $13 billion.
14, SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Rising population food needs must be met through: increased productivity and co-operation invoiving
rural people, national governments, the private sector, and the international community; wider access to
techniques for reducing food spoilage, loss to pests, and for conserving soil and water resources,
ecosystem planning; access of private ownership and fair market prices; advice and training in modern
and indigenous conservation techniques including conservation tillage, integrated pest management,
crop rotation, use of plant nutrients, agroforestry, terracing and mixed cropping; and better use and
equitable distribution of information on plant and animal genetic resources.

Cost of implementation: $30.8 billion
15. CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Recognizing the need to conserve and maintain genes, species, and ecosystems, urges nations, with the
co-operation of the United Nations, nongovernmental organizations, the private sector, and financial
institutions, to: conduct national assessments on the state of biodiversity; develop national strategies to
conserve and sustain biological diversity and make these part of overall national development strategies;
conduct long-term research into importance of biodiversity for ecosystems that produce goods and
environmental benefits; protect natural habitats; encourage traditional methods of agriculture,
agroforestry, forestry, range and wildlife management which use, maintain, or increase biodiversity.

, Cost of implementation: $3 billion.
16. MANAGEMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY

14

Calls for the transfer of biotechnology to the developing countries and the creation of the infrastructure of

human capacity and institutions to put it to work there. Highlights need for internationally agreed

principles on risk assessment and management of all aspects of biotechnology, to: improve productivity

and the nutritional quality and shelf-life of food and animal feed products; develop vaccines and

techniques for preventing the spread of diseases and toxins; increase crop resistance to diseases and

pests, so that there will be less need for chemical pesticides; develop safe and effective methods for the

biological control of disease-transmitting insects, especially those resistant to pesticides; contribute to
soil fertility, treat sewage, organic chemical wastes, and oil spills more cheaply and effectively than

conventional methods; and tap mineral resources in ways that cause less environmental damage.

Cost of implementation: $20 billion.

(09)



17. PROTECTING AND MANAGING THE OCEANS

/

Sets out goals and programs under which nations may conserve "their" oceanic resources for their own
and the benefit of the nations that share oceans with them, and international programs that may protect
the residual commons in the interests even of land-locked nations, such as: anticipate and prevent further
degradation of the marine environment and reduce the risk of long-term or irreversible effects on the
oceans; ensure prior assessment of activities that may have significant adverse impact on the seas;
make marine environmental protection part of general environmental, social, and economic development
policies; apply the "polluter pays" principle, and use economic incentives to reduce polluting of the seas;
improve the living standards of coast-dwellers; reduce or eliminate discharges of synthetic chemicals that
threaten to accumulate to dangerous levels in marine life; control and reduce toxic-waste discharges;
stricter international regulations to reduce the risk of accidents and pollution from cargo ships; develop
land-use practices that reduce run-off of soil and wastes to rivers, and thus to the seas; stop ocean
dumping and the incineration of hazardous wastes at sea.

Cost of implementation: $13 billion.

18. PROTECTING AND MANAGING FRESH WATER

Sets out measures, from development of long-range weather and climate forecasting to cleanup of the
most obvious sources of pollution, to secure the supply of fresh water for the next doubling of the human
population. Focus is on developing low-cost but adequate services that can be installed and maintained
at the community level to achieve universal water supply by 2025. The interim goals set for 2000 include:
to provide all urban residents with at least 40 litres of safe drinking water per person per day; provide 75%
of urban dwellers with sanitation; establish standards for the discharge of municipal and industrial
wastes; have three-quarters of solid urban waste collected and recycled, or disposed of in an
environmentally safe way; ensure that rural people everywhere have access to safe water and sanitation
for healthy lives, while maintaining essential local environments; control water-associated diseases.

Cost of implementation $54.7 billion.
19. SAFER USE OF TOXIC CHEMICALS

Seeks objectives such as: full evaluation of 500 chemicals before the year 2000; control of chemical
hazards through pollution prevention, emission inventories, product labelling; use limitations, procedures
for safe handling and exposure regulations; phase-out or banning of high-risk chemicals; consideration of
policies based on the principle of producer liability; reduced risk by using less-toxic or non-chemical
technologies; review of pesticides whose acceptance was based on criteria now recognized as
insufficient or outdated; efforts to replace chemicals with other pest-control methods such as biological
control; provision to the public of information on chemical hazards in the languages of those who use the
materials; development of a chemical-hazard labelling system using easily understandable symbols;
control of the export of banned or restricted chemicals and provision of information on any exports to the
importing countries. ‘

Cost of implementation: $600 million.
20. MANAGING HAZARDOUS WASTES

Seeks international support in restraint of the trade and for containing the hazardous cargoes in safe
sinks. Governments should: require and assist in the innovation by industry of cleaner production
methods and of preventive and recycling technologies; encourage the phasing out of processes that
produce high risks because of hazardous waste management; hold producers responsible for the
environmentally unsound disposal of the hazardous wastes they generate; establish public information
programs and ensure that training programs provided for industry and government workers on
‘hazardous-waste issues, especially use minimization; build treatment centres for hazardous wastes,
either at the national or regional level; ensure that the military conforms to national environmental norms
for hazardous-waste treatment and disposal; ban the export of hazardous wastes to countries that are not
equipped to deal with those wastes. Industry should: treat, recycle, reuse, and dispose of wastes at or
close to the site where they are created.

10 Cost of implementation: $18.5 billion



21. MANAGING SOLID WASTES AND SEWAGE

Governments should urge waste minimization and increased reuse/recycling as strategies toward sound
waste treatment and disposal; encourage "life-cycle" management of the flow of material into and out of
manufacturing and use; provide incentives to recycling; fund pilot programs, such as small-scale and
cottage-based recycling industries, compost production, irrigation using treated waste water, and the
recovery of energy from wastes; establish guidelines for the safe reuse of waste and encourage markets

forrecycled and reused products.
Cost of implementation: $23.3 billion

22. MANAGING RADIOACTIVE WASTES

Calls for increasingly stringent measures to encourage countries to co-operate with international
organizations to: promote ways of minimizing and limiting the creation of radioactive wastes; provide for
the sage storage, processing, conditioning, transportation, and disposal of such wastes; provide
developing countries with technical assistance to help them deal with wastes, or make it easier for such
countries to return used radioactive material to suppliers; promote the proper planning of safe and
environmentally sound ways of managing radioactive wastes, possibly including assessment of the
environmental impact; strengthen efforts to implement the Code of Practice on the Transboundary
Movements of Radioactive Wastes; encourage work to finish studies on whether the current voluntary
moratorium on disposal of low-level radioactive wastes at sea should be replaced by a ban; not promote or
allow storage or disposal of radioactive wastes near seacoasts or open seas, unless it is clear that this
does not create an unacceptable risk to people and the marine environment; not export radioactive

wastes to countries that prohibit the import of such waste.
Cost of implementation: $8 million. -

SECTION THREE: STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF MAJOR GROUPS

The issues of how people are to be mobilized and empowered for their various roles in sustainable
development are addressed in chapters 23 through 32.

23. PREAMBLE

"Critical to the effective implementation of the objectives, policies, and mechanisms agreed to by
Governments in all program areas of Agenda 21 will be the commitment and involvement of all social
groups..."

24.  WOMEN IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Urges governments to face the status question; give girls equal access to education; reduce the
workloads of girls and women; make health-care systems responsive to female needs; open employment
and careers to women; and bring women into full participation in social, cultural, and public life.
Governments should: ensure a role for women in national and international ecosystem management and
control of environmental degradation; ensure women's access to property rights, as well as agricultural
inputs and implements; take all necessary measures to eliminate violence against women, and work to
eliminate persistent negative images, stereotypes, and attitudes, and prejudices against women; develop
consumer awareness among women to reduce or eliminate unsustainable consumption; and begin to
countthe value of unpaid work.

Cost of implementation: $40 million
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.25. CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Calls on governments, by the year 2000, to ensure that 50% of their youth, gender balanced, have access
to secondary education or vocational training; teach students about the environment and sustainable
development through their schooling; consult with and let youth participate in decisions that affect the
environment; enable youth to be represented at international meetings, and participate in decision-
making at the United Nations; combat human rights abuses against youth and see that their children are
healthy, adequately fed, educated, and protected from pollution and toxic substances; and develop
strategies that deal with the entitlement of young people to natural resources.

Cost of implementation: $1.5 million.

26. STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Urges governments to enrol indigenous peoples in full global partnership, beginning with measures to
protect their rights and conserve their patrimony; recognize that indigenous lands need to be protected
from environmentally unsound activities, and from activities the people consider to be socially and
culturally inappropriate; develop a national dispute resolution procedure to deal with settlement and land-
use concerns; incorporate their rights and responsibilities into national legislation; recognize and apply
elsewhere indigenous values, traditional knowledge and resource management practices; and provide
indigenous people with suitable technologies to increase the efficiency of their resource management.

Cost of implementation: $3 million
27. PARTNERSHIPS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL GROUPS [CIVIC GROUPS ]

Calls on governments and the United Nations system to: invite nongovernmental groups to be involved in
. making-policies and decisions on sustainable development; make NGOs a part of the review process and

evaluation of implementing Agenda 21; provide NGOs with timely access to information; encourage

partnerships between NGOs and local authorities; review financial and administrative support for NGOs;

utilize NGO expertise and information; and create laws enabling NGOs the right to take legal action to

protect the publicinterest. :
Cost of implementation: no estimate.
28. LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Calls on local authorities, by 1996, to undertake to promote a consensus in their local populations on "a
localAgenda 21;" and, at all times, to invite women and youth into full participation in the decision-making,
planning, and implementation process; to consult citizens and community, business, and industrial
organizations to gather information and build a consensus on sustainable development strategies. This
consensus would help them reshape local programs, policies, laws, and regulations to achieve desired
objectives. The process of consultation would increase people's awareness of sustainable development
issues.

Cost of implementation: $1 million

(12)



29. WORKERS AND TRADE UNIONS

Challenges governments, businesses, and industries to work toward the goal of full employment, which
contributes to sustainable livelihoods in safe, clean, and healthy environments, at work and beyond, by
fostering the active and informed participation of workers and trade unions in shaping and implementing
environment and development strategies at both the national and international levels; increase worker
education and training, both in occupational health and safety and in skills for sustainable livelihoods; and
promote workers' rights to freedom of association and the right to organize. Unions and employees
should design joint environmental policies, and set priorities to improve the working environment and the
overall environmental performance of business and develop more collective agreements aimed at

achieving sustainability.
Cost of implementation: $300 million

30. BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

Calls on governments to: use economic incentives, laws, standards, and more streamlined administration
to promote sustainably managed enterprises with cleaner production; encourage the creation of venture-
capital funds; and co-operate with business, industry, academia, and international organizations to
support training in the environmental aspects of enterprise management. Business and industry should:
develop policies that result in operations and products that have lower environmental impacts; ensure
responsible and ethical management of products and processes from the point of view of health, safety,
and the environment; make environmentally sound technologies available to affiliates in developing
countries without prohibitive charges; encourage overseas affiliates to modify procedures in order to
reflect local ecological conditions and share information with governments; create partnerships to help
people in smaller companies learn business skills; establish national councils for sustainable
development, both in the formal business community and in the informal sector, which includes small-
scale businesses, such as artisans; increase research and development of environmentally sound
technologies and environmental management systems; report annually on their environmental records;
and adopt environmental and sustainable development codes of conduct.

Cost of implementation: no estimate

31.  SCIENTISTS AND TECHNOLOGISTS

Indicates that governments should: decide how national scientific and technological programs could help
make development more sustainable; provide for full and open sharing of information among scientists
and decision-makers; fashion national reports that are understandable and relevant to local sustainable
development needs; form national advisory groups to help scientists and society develop common values
on environmental and developmental ethics; and put environment and development ethics into education
and research priorities. Scientists and technologies have special responsibilities to: search for
knowledge, and to help protect the biosphere; increase and strengthen dialogue with the public; and
develop codes of practice and guidelines that reconcile human needs and environmental protection.

Cost of implementation: $20 million.
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32. STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF FARMERS

To develop sustainable farming strategies, calls on governments to collaborate with national and
international research centres and nongovernmental organizations to: develop environmentally sound
farming practices and technologies that improve crop yields, maintain land quality, recycle nutrients,
conserve water and energy, and control pests and weeds; help farmers share expertise in conserving
land, water, and forest resources, making the most efficient use of chemicals and reducing or re-using
farm wastes; encourage self-sufficiency in low-input and low-energy technologies, including indigenous
practices; support research on equipment that makes optimal use of human labour and animal power;
delegate more power and responsibility to those who work the land; give people more incentive to care for
the land by seeing that men and women can get land tenure, access to credit, technology, farm supplies,
and training. Researchers need to develop environment-friendly farming techniques and colleges need to
bring ecology into agricultural training.

Cost of implementation: no estimate.
SECTION FOUR: MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION
Chapters 33 through 40 deal with the ways and means of implementing Agenda 21.

33. FINANCING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

At UNCED, countries committed to the consensus of a global partnership, holding that the eradication of
poverty "is essential to meeting national and global sustainability objectives;" that "the cost of inaction
could outweigh the financial costs of implementing Agenda 21;" that "the huge sustainable development
programs of Agenda 21 will require the provision to developing countries of substantial new and additional
financial resources;" and that "the initial phase will be accelerated by substantial early commitments of
concessional funding." Further, the developed countries "reaffirmed their commitments to reach the
accepted United Nations target of 0.7% of GNP for concessional funding... as soon as possible."”

Cost of implementation: $561.5 billion per year total for ail program includihg
$141.9 billion in concessional financing

34. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

Economic assistance would move from the developed to the developing counties principally in the form of
technology. Developing countries would be assisted in gaining access to technology and know-how in the
public domain and to that protected by intellectual property rights as well, "taking into account
developments in the process of negotiating an international code of conduct on the transfer of
technology" proceeding under the United Nations Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. To enhance access of

developing countries to environmentally sound technology, a collaborative network of laboratories is to be
established.

Cost of implementation: $500 million.
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35. SCIENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable development requires expansion of the ongoing international collaborative enterprises in the
study of the geochemical cycles of the biosphere and the establishment of strong national scientific
enterprises in the developing countries. The sciences link fundamental understanding of the Earth
system to development of strategies that build upon its continued healthy functioning. “In the face of
threats of irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific understanding should not be an excuse
for postponing actions which are justified in their own right." Countries need to develop tools for
sustainable development, such as: quality-of-life indicators covering health, education, social welfare,
and the state of environment, and the economy; economic incentives that will encourage better resource
management; and ways of measuring the environmental soundness of new technologies. They should
use information on the links between the state of ecosystems and human health when weighing the costs
and benefits of different development pohc:es and conduct scientific studies to help map our national and
regional pathways to sustainable development. When sustainable development plans are being make,

the public should be involved in setting long-term goals for society.
Cost of implementation: $3 billion

.36.  EDUCATION , TRAINING , AND PUBLIC AWARENESS

Because sustainable development must ultimately enlist everyone, access to education must be
hastened for all children; adult illiteracy must be reduced to half of its 1990 level, and the curriculum must
incorporate environmental and developmental learning. Nations should seek to: introduce environment
and development concepts, including those related to population growth, into all educational programs,
with analyses of the causes of the major issues. They should emphasize training decision-makers;
involve schoolchildren in local and regional studies on environmental health, including safe drinking
water, sanitation, food, and the environmental and economic impacts of resource use; set up training
programs for school and university graduates to help them achieve sustainable livelihoods; encourage all
sec?ors of society to train people in environmental management; provide locally trained and recruited
env!ronmental technicians to give local communities services they require, starting with primary
environmental care; work with the media, theatre groups, entertainment, and advertising industries to
promote a more active public debate on the environment; and bring indigenous peoples' experience and
understanding of sustainable development into education and training.

Cost of implementation: $14.6 billion. -

37. CREATING CAPACITY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Developing countries need more technical co-operation and assistance in setting priorities so that they
can deal with new long-term challenges, rather than concentrating only on immediate problems. For
example, people in government and business need to learn how to evaluate the environmental impact of
all development projects, starting from the time the projects are conceived. Assistance in the form of skills,
knovyledge, and technical know-how can come from the United Nations, national governments,
mgnlcipalities, nongovernmental organizations, universities, research centres, and business and other
private organizations. The United Nations Development Program has been given responsibility for
mobilizing international funding and co-ordination programs for capacity building.

Cost of implementation: $650 million
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38. ORGANIZING FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

To the existing UN system, the General Assembly as the supreme deliberative and policymaking body,
the Economic and Social Council as the appropriate overseer of system-wide coordination reporting to
the General Assembly, the Secretary General as chief executive, and the technical agencies seeing to
their special functions, Agenda 21 proposes to add a Commission on Sustainable Development to
monitor implementation of Agenda 21, reporting to the General Assembly through ECOSOC. The
Conference also recommended that the UN Secretary-General appoint a high-level board of
environment and development experts to advise on other structural change required in the UN system.
The United Nations Environment Program will need to develop and promote natural resource accounting
and environmental economics, develop international environmental law, and advise governments on
how to integrate environmental considerations into their development policies and programs.

Cost of implementation: no estimate.
39. INTERNATIONAL LAW

The major goals in international law on sustainable development should include: the development of
universally negotiated agreements that create effective international standards for environmental
protection, taking account of the different situations and abilities of various countries; an international
review of the feasibility of establishing general rights and obligations of nations as in the field of

- sustainable development; and measures to avoid or settle international disputes in the field of sustainable
development. These measures can range from notification and talks on issues that might lead to
disputes, to the use ofthe International Court of Justice.

Cost of implementation: no estimate.
40. INFORMATION FOR DECISION MAKING

Calls on governments to ensure that local communities and resource users get the information and skills

needed to manage their environment and resources sustainably, including application of traditional and

indigenous knowledge; more information about the status of urban air, fresh water, land resources,
=geserification, soil degradation, .biodiversity, the high seas, and the upper atmosphere; more information

about population, urbanization, poverty, health, and rights of access to resources. information is also
- — needed about the relationships of groups, including women, indigenous peoples, youth, children and the
disabled with environment issues. Current national accounting reckons environmental costs as
"externalities." Internalization of such costs, the amortization of non-renewable resources, and the
development of indicators of sustainability all require not only new data but new thinking.

Cost of implementation: $2.1 billion.

This overview is based in large measure on an article entitled “The Earth Summit's Agenda for
Change"by Michael Keating in the Earth Summit Times, September 1992, published by the Centre
for Our Common Future, 52, rue des Paquis, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland.



Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development

ble Development was adopted at the
SD), also referred to as Earth Summit
Id Summit on Sustainable

The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustaina
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WS
2002, at which the Plan of Implementation of the Wor

Developmentwas also agreed upon.

The Johannesburg Declaration builds on earlier declarations made at the United Nations
Cpnference on the Human Environment at Stockholm in 1972, and the Earth Summit in
Rio de Janeiro in 1992. While committing the nations of the world to sustainable
development, it also includes substantial mention of multilateralism as the path forward.

In terms of the political commitment of parties, the Declaration is a more general

statement than the Rio Declaration. it is an agreement to focus particularly on "the
worldwide conditions that pose severe threats to the sustainable development of our
_pgo_ple, which include: chronic hunger; malnutrition; foreign occupation; armed conflicts;
illicit drug problems; organized crime; corruption; natural disasters; illicit arms trafficking;
trafficking in persons: terrorism; intolerance and incitement to racial; ethnic, religious and
other hatreds; xenophobia; and endemic, communicable and chronic diseases, in

particular HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.
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Draft political declaration submitted by the President of the Summit

The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development
From our Origins to the Future

1. We, the representatives of the peoples of the world, assembled at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa from 2-4 September 2002,
reaffirm our commitment to sustainable development.

2. We commit ourselves to build a humane, equitable and caring global society cognisant of
the need for human dignity for all.

3. At the beginning of this Summit, the children of the world spoke to us in a simple yet clear
voice that the future belongs to them, and accordingly challenged all of us to ensure that
through our actions they will inherit a world free of the indignity and indecency occasioned
by poverty, environmental degradation and patterns of unsustainable development.

4, As part of our response to these children, who represent our collective future, all of us,
coming from every corner of the world, informed by different life experiences, are united
and moved by a deeply-felt sense that we urgently need to create a new and brighter
world of hope.

5. Accordingly, we assume a coliective responsibility to advance and strengthen the
interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development economic
development, social development and environmental protection at local, national,

" regional and global levels.

6. From this Continent, the Cradle of Humanity we declare, through the Plan of
Implementation and this Declaration, our responsibility to one another, to the greater
community of life and to our children.

7. Recognising that humankind is at a crossroad, we have united in a common resolve to
make a determined effort to respond positively to the need to produce a practical and
visible plan that should bring about poverty eradication and human development.

From Stockholmto Rio de Janeiro to Johannesburg

8. Thirty years ago, in Stockholm, we agreed on the urgent need to respond to the problem of
environmental deterioration. Ten years ago, at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, we agreed that the protection of the
environment, and social and economic development are fundamental to sustainable
development, based on the Rio Principles. To achieve such development, we adopted the
global programme, Agenda 21, and the Rio Declaration, to which we reaffirm our
commitment. The Rio Summit was a significant milestone that set a new agenda for
sustainable development.
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10.

Between Rio and Johannesburg the world's nations met in several major conferences under
the guidance of the United Nations, including the Monterrey Conference on Elnance for
Development, as well as the Doha Ministerial Conferenqe. These conferences defined fqr he
world a comprehensive vision for the future of humanity. At the Johannesburg Summit we
achieved much in bringing together a rich tapestry of peoples and views in a constructive
search for a common path, towards a world that respects and .lr_nplements the vision of
sustainable development. Johannesburg also confirmed thgt significant progress has been
made towards achieving a global consensus and partnership amongst all the people of our

planet.

Atthe Johannesburg Summit we achieved much in bringing together a rich tapestry of peoples
and views in a constructive search for a common path, towards a world that re§pects and
implements the vision of sustainable development. Johannesburg also confirmed thgt
significant progress has been made towards achieving a global consensus and partnership

amongst all the people of our planet.

The Challenges we Face

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

We recognise that poverty eradication, changing consumption and production patterns, and
protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic and social development are
overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for sustainable development.

The deep fault line that divides human society between the rich and the poor and the ever-
increasing gap between the developed and developing worlds pose a major threat to global
prosperity, security and stability.

The global environment continues to suffer. Loss of biodiversity continues, fish stocks
continue to be depleted, desertification claims more and more fertile land, the adverse effects
of climate change are already evident, natural disasters are more frequen't and more
devastating and developing countries more vulnerable, and air, water and marine pollution
continue to rob millions of a decent life.

Globalisation has added a new dimension to these challenges. The rapid integration of
markets, mobility of capital and significant increases in investment flows around the world
have opened new challenges and opportunities for the pursuit of sustainable dgvelopmept.
But the benefits and costs of globalisation are unevenly distributed, with developing countries
facing special difficulties in meeting this challenge.

We risk the entrenchment of these global disparities and unless we act in a manner that
fundamentally changes their lives, the poor of the world may lose confidence.ln the!r
representatives and the democratic systems to which we remain committed, seeing their
representatives as nothing more than sounding brass or tinkling cymbals.

OurCommitment to Sustainable Development

16.

17.

We are determined to ensure that our rich diversity, which is our collective strength, will be
used for constructive partnership for change and for the achievement of the common goal of
sustainable development.

We welcome the Johannesburg Summit focus on the indivisibility of human dignity and are
resolved through decisions on targets, timetables and partnerships to speedily increase
access to basic requirements such as clean water, sanitation, energy, health care, food
security and the protection of bio-diversity. At the same time, we will work together to assist
one another to have access to financial resources, benefit from the opening of markets,
ensure capacity building, use modern technology to bring about development, and make sure
that there is technology transfer, human resource development, education and training to
banish forever underdevelopment.



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

We are committed to ensure that women's empowerment and emancipation, and gender
equality are integrated in all activities encompassed within Agenda 21, the Millennium
Development Goals and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.

We recognise the reality that global society has the means and is endowed with the resources
to address the challenges of poverty eradication and sustainable development confronting all
humanity. Together we will take extra steps to ensure that these available resources are used
to the benefit of humanity.

Inthis regard, to contribute to the achievement of our development goals and targets, we urge
developed countries that have not done so to make concrete efforts towards the
internationally agreed levels of Official Development Assistance.

We welcome and support the emergence of stronger regional groupings and alliances, such
as the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), to promote regional cooperation,
improved international co-operation and promote sustainable development.

We shall continue to pay special attention to the developmental needs of Small Island
Developing States and the Least Developed Countries.

We recognise sustainable development requires a long-term perspective and broad-based
participation in policy formulation, decision-making and implementation at all levels. As social
partners we will continue to work for stable partnerships with all major groups respecting the
independent, important roles of each of these.

We égree that in pursuit of their legitimate activities the private sector, both large and small
companies, have a duty to contribute to the evolution of equitable and sustainable
communities and societies.

We also agree to provide assistance to increase income generating employment
opportunities, taking into account the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Declaration of
Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.

We agree that there is a need for private sector corporations to enforce corporate

accountability. This should take place within a transparent and stable regulatory
environment.

We undertake to strengthen and improve governance at all levels, for the effective
implementation of Agenda 21, the Millennium Development Goals and the Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation.

Multilateralismis the Future

28. To achieve our goals of sustainable development, we need more effective, democratic and

accountable international and muiltitateral institutions.

29. We reaffirm our commitment to the principles and purposes of the UN Charter and

international law as well as the strengthening of multi-lateralism. We support the leadership
role of the United Nations as the most universal and representative organisation in the world,
which is best placed to promote sustainable development.

30. We further commit ourselves to monitor progress at regular intervals towards the

achievement of our sustainable development goals and objectives.
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Making it Happen!

31. We are in agreement that this must be an inclusive process, involving all the major groups and
governments that participated in the historic Johannesburg Summit.

32. We commit ourselves to act together, united by a common determination to save our planet,
promote human development and achieve universal prosperity and peace.

33. We commit ourselves to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and to expedite the
achievement of the time-bound, socio-economic and environmental targets contained
therein. ‘

34. From the African continent, the Cradle of Humankind, we solemnly pledge to the peoples of
the world, and the generations that will surely inherit this earth, that we are determined to
ensure that our collective hope for sustainable development is realised.

We express our deepest gratitude to the people and the Government of South Africa for their generous
hospitality and excellent arrangements made for the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

2n



Plan of implementation of the World summit for Sustainable
Development (JPOI)

The Johannesburg plan of Implementation (JPOI), adopted at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (2002), set out new commitments and priorities for action on
sustainable development. Chapter VIl of the JPOI is dedicated to the sustainable
development of SIDS. It reaffirmed the special case of SIDS, identified a set of priority
actions and called for a full and comprehensive review of the BPOAin 2004.

The 170-paragraph Plan of Implementation is divided into ten principal sections

1. Introduction

2. Poverty eradication

3. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production.

4. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social
development :

5. Sustainable developmentin a globalizing world.

6. Health ans sustainable development.

7.- Sustainable development of small Island Development States.
8. Sustainable development for Africa and other regionalinitiatives.
9. Means ofimplementation.

10. Institutional framework for sustainable development.




l. Introduction

1. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in
1992,' provided the fundamental principles and the programme of action for achieving sustainable
development. We strongly reaffirm our commitment to the Rio principles, 2 the full implementation of
Agenda 217 and the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21°. We also commit ourselves
to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the United
Nations Millennium Declaration * and in the outcoines of the major United Nations conferences and

international agreements since 1992.

2. The present plan of implementation will further build on the achievements made since the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development and expedite the realization of the remaining
goals. To this end, we commit ourselves to undertaking concrete actions and measures at all levels and to
enhancing international cooperation, taking into account the Rio principles, including, inter alia, the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities as set out in principle 7 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development.® These efforts will also promote the integration of the three components
of sustainable development economic development, social development and environmental protection
asinterdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars. Poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns
of production and consumption and protecting and man aging the natural resource base of economic and
~social development are overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for, sustainable
development.

3. We recognize that the implementation of the outcomes of the Summit should benefit all,
particularly women, youth, children and vulnerable groups. Furthermore, the implementation should
involve all relevant actors through partnerships, especially between Governments of the North and
South, on the one hand, and between Governments and major groups, on the other, to achieve the widely
shared goals of sustainable development. As reflected in the Monterrey Consensus, ° such partnerships
are key to pursuing sustainable developmentin a globalizing world.

4. Good governance within each country and at the international level is essential for sustainable
development. At the domestic level, sound environmental, social and economic policies, democratic
institutions responsive to the needs of the people, the rule of law, anti-corruption measures, gender
equality and an enabling environment for investment are the basis for sustainable development. As a
result of globalization, external factors have become critical in determining the success or failure of
developing countries in their national efforts. The gap between developed and developing countries
points to the continued need for a dynamic and enabling international economic environment supportive
of international cooperation, particularly in the areas of finance, technology transfer, debt and trade and
full and effective participation of developing countries in global decision -making, if the momentum for
global progress towards sustainable development is to be maintained and increased.

5. Peace, security, stability and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the
‘right to development, as well as respect for cultural diversity, are essential for achieving sustainable
development and ensuring that sustainable development benefits all.

6. We acknowledge the importance of ethics for sustainable development and, therefore,
emphasize the need to consider ethics in the implementation of Agenda 21.

1 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda).

2 Ibid., vol. I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference , resolution 1, annexeslandll.
.3 General Assembly resolution $-19/2, annex.

4 General Assembly resolution 55/2.

5 Report of the United Nations Conference an Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and ¢ orrigenda), vol. I:
Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex I.

8 Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development , Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.11.A.7), chap. |, resolution 1,
annex. :
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. Poverty eradication

7. Eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development, particularly for developing countries. Although each country
has the primary responsibility for its own sustainable development and poverty eradication and the role of
national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized, concerted and concrete
measures are required at all levels to enable developing countries to achieve their sustainable
development goals as related to the internationally agreed poverty -related targets and goals, including
those contained in Agenda 21, the relevant outcomes of other United Nations conferences and the United
Nations Millennium Declaration. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

Halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of the world's people whose income is less than 1
dollar a day and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger and, by the same date, to
halve the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water;

Establish a world solidarity fund to eradicate poverty and to promote social and human
development in the developing countries pursuant to modalities to be determined by the
General Assembly, while stressing the voluntary nature of the contributions and the need
to avoid duplication of existing United Nations funds, and encouraging the role of the
private sector an d individual citizens relative to Governments in funding the endeavours;

Develop national programs for sustainable development and local and community
development, where appropriate within country -owned poverty reduction strategies, to
promote the empowerment of people living in poverty and their organizations. These
programs should reflect their priorities and enable them to increase access to productive

. resources, public services and institutions, in particular land, water, employment

opportunities, credit, education and health;

Promote women's equal access to and full participation in, on the basis of equality with
men, decision-making at all levels, mainstreaming gender perspectives in all policies and
strategies, eliminating all forms of violence and discrimination against women and
improving the status, health and economic welfare of women and girls through full and
equal access to economic opportunity, land, credit, education and health -care services;

Develop policies and ways and means to improve access by indigenous people and their
communities to economic activities and increase their employment through, where
appropriate, measures such as training, technical assistance and credit facilities.
Recognize that traditional and direct dependence on renewable resources and

. ecosystems, including sustainable harvesting, continues to be Essential to the cultural,

economic and physical well-being of indigenous people and their communities;

Deliver basic health services for all and reduce environmental health threats, taking into
account the special needs of children and the linkages between poverty, health and
environment, with provision of financial resources, technical assistance and knowledge
transfer to developing countries and countries with economies in transition; '

Ensure that children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course
of primary schooling and will have equal access to all levels of education;

Provide access to agricultural resources for people living in poverty, especially women
and indigenous communities, and promote, as appropriate, land tenure arrangements
that recognize and protect indigenous and common property resource management
systems;

Build basic rurai infrastructure, diversify the economy and imprové transportation and

access to markets, market information and credit for the rural poor to support sustainable
agriculture and rural development;
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Transfer basic sustainable agricultural techniques and knowledge, including natural
resource management, to small and medium-scale farmers, fishers and the rural poor,
especially in developing countries, including through multi stakeholder approaches and
public -private partnerships aimed at increasing agriculture production and food security;

increase food availability and affordability, including through harvest and food technology
and management, as well as equitable and efficient distribution systems, by promoting, for
example, community -based partnerships linking urban and rural people and enterprises;

Combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought and floods through measures
such as improved use of climate and weather information and forecasts, early warning
systems, land and natural resource management, agricultural practices and ecosystem
conservation in order to reverse current trends and minimize degradation of land and
water resources, including through the provision of adequate and predictable financial
resources to implement the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in

Africa,”as one of the tools for poverty eradication;

Increase access to sanitation to improve human health and reduce infant and child
mortality, prioritizing water and sanitation in national sustainable development strategies
and poverty reduction strategies where they exist.

8. The provision of clean drinking water and adequate sanitation is necessary to protect human
health and the environment. In this respect, we agree to halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of people
who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water (as outlined in the Millennium Declaration) and the
proportion of people who do not have access to basic sanitation, which would include actions at all levels

to:

(a) Develop and implement efficient household sanitation systems;

(b) Improve sanitation in public institutions, especially schools;

(c) Promote safe hygiene practices;

(d) Promote education an d outreach focused on children, as-agents of behavioural change;

(e) Promote affordable and socially and culturally acceptable technologies and practices;

(f) Develop innovative financing and partnership mechanisms;

(9) Integrate sanitation into water resources management strategies.

9. Take joint actions and i |mprove efforts to work together at all levels to improve access to reliable
and affordable energy services for sustainable development sufficient to facilitate the achievement of the
Millennium development goals, including the goal of halving the proportion of people in poverty by 2015,
and as a means to generate other important services that mitigate poverty, bearing in mind that access to
energy facilitates the eradication of poverty. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

Improve access to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and
environmentally sound energy services and resources, taking into account national
specificities and circumstances, through various means, such as enhanced rural
electrification and decentralized energy systems, increased use of renewable, cleaner
liquid and gaseous fuels and enhanced energy efficiency, by intensifying regional and
international cooperation in support of national efforts, including through capacity -
building, financial and technological assistance and innovative financing mechanisms,
including at the micro - and meso - levels, recognizing the specific factors for provudlng
accessto the poor;
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(b) Improve access to modern biomass technologies and fuel wood sources and supplies and
commercialize biomass operations, including the use of agricultural residues, in rural
areas and where such practices are sustainable;

(c) Promote a sustainable use of biomass and, as appropriate , other renewable energies
through improvement of current patterns of use, such as management of resources, more
efficient use of fuelwood and new orimproved products and technologies;

(d) Support the transition to the cleaner use of liquid and gaseous fossil fuels, where
considered more environmentalily sound, socially acceptable and cost - effective;

(e) Develop national energy policies and regulatory frameworks that will help to create the
necessary economic, social and institutional conditions in the energy sector to improve access to
reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy
services for sustainable development and poverty eradication in rural, peri-urban and urban areas;

0 Enhance international and regional cooperation to improve access to reliable, affordable,
economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services, as
an integral part of poverty reduction programmes, by facilitating the creation of enabling
environments and addressing capacity building needs, with special attention to rural and
isolated areas, as appropriate;

(9) Assist and facilitate on an accelerated basis, with the financial and technical assistance of
developed countries, including through public private partnerships, the access of the poor
to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally
sound energy services, taking into account the instrumental role of developing national
policies on energy for sustainable development, bearing in mind that in developing
countries sharpincreases in energy ervices are required to improve the standards of living
of their populations and that energy services have positive impacts on poverty eradication
and improve standards of living.

10. Strengthen the contribution of industrial development to poverty eradication and sustainable natural
resource management. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) Provide assistance and mobilize resources to enhance industrial productivity and
competitiveness as well as industrial development in developing countries, including the
transfer of environmentally sound technologies on preferential terms, as mutually agreed;

(b) Provide assistance to increase income -generating employment opportunities, taking into
account the Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work of the
International Labour Organization; ®

(c) Promote the development of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, including by
means of training, education and skill enhancement, with a special focus on agro -industry
as a provider of livelihoods for rural communities;

(b) Provide financial and technological support, as appropriate, to rural communities of
developing countries to enable them to benefit from safe and sustainable livelihood
opportunities in small-scale mining ventures;

(c) Provide support to developing countries for the development of safe low cost
technologies that provide or conserve fuel for cooking and water heating;

(d) Provide support for natural resource management for creating sustainable livelihoods
for the poor.

7 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1954, No. 3348
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11. By 2020, achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, as
proposed in the “Cities without slums” initiative. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a) Improve access to land and property, to adequate shelter and to basic services for the
urban and rural poor, with special attention to female heads of household;

(b) Use low-cost and sustainable materials and appropriate technologies for the construction

 of adequate and secure housing for the poor, with financial and technological assistance
to developing countries, taking into account their culture, climate, specific social
conditions and vulnerability to natural disasters;

(c) Increase decent employment, credit and income for the urban poor, through
appropriate national policies, promoting equal opportunities for women and men;

(d) Remove unnecessary regulatory and other obstacles for microenterprises and the
informal sector;

(e) Support local authorities in elaborating slum upgrading programmes within the
framework of urban development plans and facilitate access, particularly for the poor
to information on housing legislation.

12. Take immediate and effective measures to eliminate the worst forms of child labour as defined in
International Labour Organization Convention No. 182, and elaborate and implement strategies for the
elimination of child [abour that is contrary to accepted international standards.

13. Promote international cooperation to assist developing countries, upon request, in addressing
child labour and its root causes, inter alia, through social and economic policies aimed at poverty
conditions, while stressing that labour standards shouid not be used for protectionist trade purposes.

lll. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production

14, Fundamental changes in the way societies produce and consume are indispensable for achieving
_global sustainable development. All countries should promote sustainable consumption and production
patterns, with the developed countries taking the lead and with all countries benefiting from the process,
taking into account the Rio principles, including, inter alia, the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities as set out in principle 7 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development.
Governments, relevant international organizations, the private sector and all major groups should play an
active role in changing unsustainable consumption and production patterns. This would include the
actions at all levels set out below.

15. Encourage and promote the development of a 10 -year framework of programmes in support of
regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and productlon to
promote social and economic development within the carrying capacity of ecosystems by addressmg
“and, where appropriate, delmklng economic growth and environmental degradation through improving
efficiency and sustainability in the us e of resources and production processes and reducingiresource
degradation, pollution and waste. All countries should take action, with developed countries taking the
lead, taking into account the development needs and capabilities of developing countries; through
mobilization, from all sources, of financial and technical assistance and capacity-building for developlng
countries. This would require actions at alllevels to:

(a) Identify specific activities, tools, policies, measures and monitoring and assessment
mechanisms, including, where appropriate, life -cycle analysis and national indicators for
measuring progress, bearing in mind that standards applied by some countries may be

_inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other countries , in
particular developing countries; :

8 See ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up Adopted
by the International Labour Conference at its Eighty - sixth Session , Geneva, 16 June 1998
(Geneva, International Labour Office, 1998).
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(b) Adopt and implement policies and measures aimed at promoting sustainable patterns of
production and consumption, applying, inter alia, the polluter-pays principle described in
principle 16 of the Rio Declaration o n Environment and Development;

(c) Develop production and consumption policies to improve the products and services
provided, while reducing environmental and health impacts, using, where appropriate,
science-based approaches, such as life-cycle analysis;

(d) Develop awareness-raising programmes on the importance of sustainable production
and consumption patterns, particularly among youth and the relevant segments in all
countries, especially in developed countries, through, inter alia, education, public and
consumer information, advertising and other media, taking into account local, national and
regional cultural values;

(e) Develop and adopt, where appropriate, on a voluntary basis, effective, transparent,
verifiable, non -misleading and non-discriminatory consumer information tools to provide
information relating to sustainable consumption and production, including human health
and safety aspects. These tools should not be used as disguised trade barriers;

1] Increase eco -efficiency, with financial support from all sources, where mutually agreed,
for capacity -building, technology transfer and exchange of technology with developing
countries and countries with economies in transition, in cooperation with relevant
international organizations.

16. Increase investment in cleaner production and eco -efficiency in all countries through, inter alia,
incentives and support schemes and policies directed at establishing appropriate regulatory, financial
and legal frameworks. This would include actions at all levels to:

Establish and support cleaner production programmes and centres and more efficient production
methods by providing, inter alia, incentives and capacity - building to assist

(a) enterprises, especially small and medium-sized enterprises, particularly in developing
countries, in improving productivity and sustainable development;

(b) Provide incentives for investment in cleaner production and eco - efficiency in all
countries, such as state -financed loans, venture capital, technical assistance and training
programmes for small and medium-sized companies while avoiding trade-distorting
measures inconsistent with the rules of the World Trade Organization;

(c) Collect and disseminate information on cost-effective examples in cleaner production,
eco -efficiency and environmental management and promote the exchange of best
practices and know-how on environmentally sound technologies between public and
private institutions;

(d) Provide training programmes to small and medium-sized enterprises on the use of
information and communication technologies.

17. Integrate the issue of production and consumption patterns into sustainable development
policies, programmes and strategies, including, where applicable, into poverty reduction strategies.



18. Enhance corporate environmental and social responsibility and accountability. This would include
actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Encourage industry to improve social and environmental performance through voluntary
initiatives, including environmental management systems, codes of conduct, certification
and public reporting on environmental and social issues, taking into account such
initiatives as the International Organization for Standardization standards and Global
Reporting Initiative guidelines on sustainability reporting, bearing in mind principle 11 of
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development; :

Encourage dialogue between enterprises and the communities in which they operate and
other stakeholders; )

Encourage financial institutions to incorporate sustainable development considerations
into their decision -making processes;

Develop workplace-based partnerships and programs, including training and education
programs. :

19. Encourage relevant authorities at all levels to take sustainable development considerations into
. account in decision-making, including on national and local development planning, investment in
infrastructure, business development and public procurement. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

(e)

* %k %

Provide support for the development of sustainable development strategies and
programs, including in decision -making on investment in infrastructure and business
development;

Continue to promote the internalization of environmental costs and the use of economic
instruments, taking into account the approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear
the costs of pollution, with due regard to the public interest and without distorting
international trade and investment;

Promote public procurement policies that encourage development and diffusion of
environmentally sound goods and services;

Provide capacity -building and training to assist relevant authorities with regard to the
implementation of the initiatives listed in the present paragraph;

Use environmental impact assessment procedures.

20. Call upon Governments as well .as relevant regional and international organizations and other
relevant stakeholders to implement, taking into account national and regional specificities and
circumstances, the recommendations and conclusions adopted by the Commission on Sustainable
Development concerning energy for sustainable development at its ninth session, including the issues
and options set out below, bearing in mind that in view of the different contributions to global
environmental degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities. This would include
actions at all levels to:

(a) Take further action to mobilize the provision of financial resources, technology transfer, capacity -
building and the diffusion of environmentally sound technologies according to the
recommendations and conclusions of the Commission on Sustainable Development, as
contained in section A, paragraph 3, and section D, paragraph 30, of its decision 9/1° on energy for
sustainable development;
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(f)

(9)

(i)

Integrate energy considerations, including energy efficiency, affordability and accessibility, into
socio -economic programmes, especially into policies of major energy -consuming sectors, and
into the planning, operation and maintenance of long-lived energy consuming infrastructures,

such as the public sector, transport, industry, agriculture, urban land use, tourism and
construction sectors; :

Develop and disseminate alternative energy technologies with the aim of giving a greater share
of the energy mix to renewable energies, improving energy efficiency and greater reliance on
advanced energy technologies, including cleaner fossil fuel technologies;

Combine, as appropriate, the increased use of renewable energy resources, more efficient use
of energy, greater reliance on advanced energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner
fossil fuel technologies, and the sustainable use of traditional energy resources, which could

meet the growing need for energy services in the longer term to achieve sustainable
development;

Diversify energy supply by developing advanced, cleaner, more efficient, affordable and cost-
effective energy technologies, including fossil fuel technologies and renewable energy
technologies, hydro included, and their transfer to developing countries on concessional terms
as mutually agreed. With a sense of urgency, substantially increase the global share of
renewable energy sources with the objective of increasing its contribution to total energy
supply, recognizing the role of national and voluntary regional targets as well as initiatives,

- where they exist, and ensuring that energy policies are supportive to developing countries'

efforts to eradicate poverty, and regularly evaluate available data to review progress to this
end;

Support efforts, including through provision of financial and technical assistance to developing
countries, with the involvement of the private sector, to reduce flaring and venting of gas
associated with crude oil production;

Develop and utilize indigenous energy sources and infrastructures for various local uses and
promote rural community participation, including local Agenda 21 groups, with the support of
the international community, in developing and utilizing renewable energy technologies to
meet their daily energy needs to find simple and local solutions;

Establish domestic programmes for énergy efficiency, including, as appropriate, by
accelerating the deployment of energy efficiency technologies, with the necessary support of
the international community; '

Accelerate the development, dissemination and deployment of affordable and cleaner energy
efficiency and energy conservation technologies, as well as the transfer of such technologies,
in particular to developing countries, on favourable terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms, as mutually agreed,;

9 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2001, Supplement No. 9 (E/2001/29),
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(a)

Recommend that international financial institutions and other agencies' policies support
developing countries, as well as countries with economies in transition, in their own efforts
to establish policy and regulatory frameworks which create a level playing field between
the following: renewable energy, energy efficiency, advanced energy technologies,
including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and centralized, distributed and

decentralized energy systems;

Promote increased research and development in the field of various energy technologies,
including renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced energy technologies,
including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies, both nationally and through
international collaboration; strengthen national and regional research and development
institutions/centres on reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and
environmentally sound energy for sustainable development;

Promote networking between centres of excellence on energy for sustainable
development, including regional networks, by linking competent centres on energy
technologies for sustainable development that could support and promote efforts at
capacity -building and technology transfer activities, particularly of developing countries,
as well as serve as information clearing houses;

Promote education to provide information for both men and women about available
energy sources and technologies;

Utilize financial instruments and mechanisms, in particular the Global Environment
Facility, within its mandate, to provide financial resources to developing countries, in
particular least developed countries and small island developing States, to meet their
capacity needs for training, technical know-how and strengthening national institutions in
reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound
energy, including promoting energy efficiency and conservation, renewable energy and
advanced energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies;

Support efforts to improve the functioning, transparency and information about energy
markets with respect to both supply and demand, with the aim of achieving greater stability
and predictability, and to ensure consumer access to reliable, affordable, economically
viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services; Policies to reduce
market distortions would promote energy systems compatible with sustainable
development through the use of improved market signals and by removing market
distortions, including restructuring taxation and phasing out harmful subsidies,

where they exist, to reflect their environmental impacts, with such policies taking fully into
account the. specific needs and conditions of developing countries, with the aim of
minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development;

Take action, where appropriate, to phase out subsidies in this area that inhibit sustainable
development, taking fully into account the specific conditions and different levels of
development of individual countries and considering their adverse effect, particularly on
developing countries;

Governments are encouraged to improve the functioning of national energy markets in
such a way that they support sustainable development, overcome market barriers and
improve accessibility, taking fully into account that such policies should be decided by
each country, and that its own characteristics and capabilities and level of development
should be considered, especially as reflected in national sustainable development
strategies, where they exist; '
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(s) Strengthen national and regional energy institutions or arrangements for enhancing
regional and international cooperation on energy for sustainable development, in
particular to assist developing countries in their domestic efforts to provide reliable,
affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy
‘services to all sections of their populations;

(t) - Countries are urged to develop and implement actions within the framework of the ninth
session of the Commission on Sustainable Development, including through public -
private partnerships, taking into account the different circumstances of countries, based
on lessons learned by Governments, international institutions and stakeholders,
including business and industry, in the field of access to energy, including renewable
energy and energy -efficiency and advanced energy technologies, including advanced
and cleaner fossil fuel technologies; '

(u) Promote cooperation between international and regional institutions and bodies dealing
with different aspects of energy for sustainable development within their existing
mandate, bearing in mind paragraph 46 (h) of the Programe of Action for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, strengthening, as appropriate, regional and national
activities for the promotion of education and capacity building regarding energy for
sustainable development;

(v)‘ Strengthen and facilitate, as appropriate, regional cooperation arrangements for
promoting cross-border energy trade, including the interconnection of electricity grids
and oil and natural gas pipelines;

(w) Strengthen and, where appropriate, facilitate dialogue forums among regional, national
and international producers and consumers of energy.

21. Promote an integrated approach to policy -making at the national, regional and local levels for
transport services and systems to promote sustainable development, including policies and planning for
land use, infrastructure, public transport systems and goods delivery networks, with a view to providing
safe, affordable and efficient transportation, increasing energy efficiency, reducing pollution, congestion
and adverse health effects and limiting urban sprawl, taking into account national priorities and
circumstances. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)  Implement transport strategies for sustainable development, reflecting specific regional,
national and local conditions, to improve the affordability, efficiency and convenience of
transportation as well as urban air quality and health and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, including through the development of better vehicle technologies that are
more environmentally sound, affordable and socially acceptable;

(b) Promote investment and partnerships for the development of sustainable, energy
efficient multi-modal transportation systems, including public mass transportation
systems and better transportation systems in rural areas, with technical and financial
assistance for developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

22. Prevent and minimize waste and maximize reuse, recycling and use of environmentally friendly
alternative materials, with the participation of government authorities and all stakeholders, in order to
minimize adverse effects on the environment and improve resource efficiency, with financial, technical
and other assistance for developing countries. This would include actions at all levels to:
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(a) Develop waste management systems, with the highest priority placed on waste prevention and
minimization, reuse and recycling, and environmentally sound disposal facilities, including
technology to recapture the energy contained in waste, and encourage small-scale waste-
recycling initiatives that support urban and rural waste management and provide income -
generating opportunities, with international support for developing countries;

(b} Promote waste prevention and minimization by encouraging production of reusablé consumer
goods and biodegradable products and developing the infrastructure required.

* Kk *

23. Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound management of chemicals.
throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes for sustainable development as well as for the

protection of human health and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve, by 2020, that chemicals are

used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health

and the environment, using transparent science-based risk assessment procedures and science -based

risk management procedures, taking into account the precautionary approach, as set outin principle 15 of

the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, and support developing countries in

strengthening their capacity for the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes by providing

technical and financial assistance. This would include actions at all levels to:

(@) Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant international instruments on
chemicals and hazardous waste, including the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed
Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade" so that it can enter into force by 2003 and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants " so that it can enter into force by 2004, and encourage and improve
coordination as well as supporting developing countries in theirimplementation,;

(b) Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals management based on
the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action beyond 2000 of the Intergovernmental
Forum on Chemical Safety ™ by 2005, and urge that the United Nations Environment
Programme, the Intergovernmental Forum, other international organizations dealing with
chemical management and other relevant international organizations and actors closely
cooperate in this regard, as appropriate;

(c) Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized system for the
classification and labelling of chemicals as soon as possible with a view to having the
system fully operational by 2008;

10 UNEP/FAO/PIC/CONF.5, annex |Il.

11 www.chem.unep.ch/sc.

12 Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, third session, Forum il final report
(IFCS/Forum 1/23w), annex 6. )
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(d) Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at enhancing environmentally sound
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes, implementing multilateral environmental
agreements, raising awareness of issues relating to chemicals and hazardous waste and
encouraging the collection and use of additional scientific data;

(e) Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of hazardous chemicals and
hazardous wastes and to prevent damage resulting from the trans boundary movement and
disposal of hazardous wastes in a manner consistent with obligations under relevant
international instruments, such as the Basel Convention on the Control of Trans boundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal; *

(f)  Encourage development of coherent and integrated information on chemicals, such as through
national pollutant release and transfer registers;

(g) Promote reduction of the risks posed by heavy metals that are harmful to human health and
the environment, including through a review of relevant studies, such as the United Nations
Environment Programme global assessment of mercury and its'compounds.

IV. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development

24, Human activities are having an increasing impact on the integrity of ecosystems that provide
essential resources and services for human well -being and economic activities. Managing the natural
resources base in a sustainable and integrated manner is essential for sustainable development. In this
regard, to reverse the current trend in natural resource degradation as soon as possible, itis necessary to
implement strategies which should include targets adopted at the national and, where appropriate,
regional levels to protect ecosystems and to achieve integrated management of land, water and living
resources, while strengthening regional, national and local capacities. This would include actions at all
levels as set out below.

25. Launch a programme of actions, with financial and technical assistance, to achieve the
Millennium development goal on safe drinking water. In this respect, we agree to halve, by the year 2015,
the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to afford safe drinking water, as outlined in the
Millennium Declaration, and the proportion of people without access to basic sanitation, which would
include actions at all levels to:

(a) Mobilize international and domestic financial resources at all levels, transfer technology,
promote best practice and support capacity -building for water and sanitation
infrastructure and services development, ensuring that such infrastructure and services
meet the needs of the poor and are gender-sensitive;

(b) Facilitate access to public information and participation, including by women, at all levels
in support of policy and decision -making related to water resources management and
project implementation;

(©) Promote priority action by Governments, with the support of all stakeholders, in water
management and capacity -building at the national level and, where appropriate, at the
regional level, and promote and provide new and additional financial resources and
innovative technologies to implement chapter 18 ofAgenda 21;

(d) Intensify water pollution prevention to reduce health hazards and protect ecosystems by
introducing technologies for affordable sanitation and industrial and domestic wastewater
treatment, by mitigating the effects of groundwater contamination and by establishing, at
the national level, monitoring systems and effective legal frameworks;

(e) Adopt prevention and protection measures to promote sustainable water use and to
address water shortages.

13 United'Nations Treaty Series, vol. 1673, No. 28911.
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26.  Develop integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans by 2005, with
support to developing countries, through actions at all levels to:

(a) Develop and implement national/regional strategies, plans and programmes with regard .
to integrated river basin, watershed and groundwater management and introduce
measures to improve the efficiency of water infrastructure to reduce losses and increase

recycling of water;

(b) Employ the full range of policy instruments, including regulation, monitoring, voluntary
measures, market and information -based tools, land use management and cost recovery
of water services, without cost recovery objectives becoming a barrier to access to safe
water by poor people, and adopt an integrated water basin approach;

(c) Improve the efficient use of water resources and promote their allocation among
competing uses in a way that gives priority to the satisfaction of basic human needs and
balances the requirement of preserving or restoring ecosystems and their functions, in
particular in fragile environments, with human domestic, industrial and agriculture needs,
including safeguarding drinking water quality;

'(d) Develop programmes for mitigating the effects of extreme water-related events;

(e) Support the diffusion of technology and capacity -building for non - conventional water
resources and conservation technologies, to developing countries and regions facing
water scarcity conditions or subject to drought and desertification, through technical and
financial support and capacity -building;

(f Support, where appropriate, efforts and programmes for energy -efficient, sustainable and
cost-effective desalination of seawater, water recycling and water harvesting from coastal
fogs in developing countries, through such measures as technological, technical and
financial assistance and other modalities;

(@) Facilitate the establishment of public -private partnerships and other forms of partnership
that give priority to the needs of the poor, within stable and transparent national regulatory
frameworks provided by Governments, while respecting local conditions, involving all
concerned stakeholders, and monitoring the performance and improving accountability of
publicinstitutions and private companies.

27. Support developing countries and countries with economies in transition in their efforts to monitor
and assess the quantity and quality of water resources, including through the establishment and/or
further development of national monitoring networks and water resources databases and the
development of relevant national indicators.

28. lmprove water resource management and scientific understanding of the water cycle through
Cooperation in joint observation and research, and for this purpose encourage and promote knowledge-
sharing and provide capacity -building and the transfer of technology, as mutually agreed, including
remote—;en_sing and satellite technologies, particularly to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition. ' ‘

29. Promote effective coordination among the various international and intergovernmental bodies
anq processes working on water -related issues, both within the United Nations system and between the
_Unl’g ed Nations and international financial institutions, drawing on the contributions of other international
institutions and civil society to inform intergovernmental decision -making; closer coordination should
also be promoted to elaborate and support proposals and undertake activities related to the International
Year of Freshwater, 2003 and beyond.
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30. Oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas form an integrated and essential component of the
Earth's ecosystem and are critical for global food security and for sustaining economic prosperity and the
well -being of many national economies, particularly in developing countries. Ensuring the sustainable
development of the oceans requires effective coordination and cooperation, including at the global and
regional levels, between relevant bodies, and actions at all levels to:

(a) Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea of 1982, ™ which provides the overall legal framework for ocean
activities;

(b) Promote the implementation of chapter 17 of Agenda 21, which provides the programme
of action for achieving the sustainable development of oceans, coastal areas and seas
through its programme areas of integrated management and sustainable development of
coastal areas, including exclusive economic zones; marine environmental protection;
sustainable use and conservation of marine living resources; addressing critical
uncertainties for the management of the marine environment and climate change;
strengthening international, including regional, cooperation and coordination; and
sustainable development of smallislands;

(c) Establish an effective, transparent and regular inter-agency coordination mechanism
on ocean and coastal issues within the United Nations system;

(d) Encourage the application by 2010 of the ecosystem approach, noting the Reykjavik
Declaration on Responsible Fisheries in the Marine Ecosystem ™ and decision V/6 of the
Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity;

(e) Promote integrated, multidisciplinary and multisectoral coastal and ocean management at
the national level and encourage and assist coastal States in developing ocean policies
and mechanisms on integrated coastal management;

4] Strengthen regional coop ration and coordination between the relevant regional
organizations and programmes, the regional seas programmes of the United Nations
Environment Programme, regional fisheries management organizations and other
regional science, health and development organizations;

(9) Assist developing countries in coordinating policies and programmes at the regional and
sub-regional levels aimed at the conservation and sustainable management of fishery
resources and implement integrated coastal area management plans, including through
the promotion of sustainable coastal and small-scale fishing activities and, where
appropriate, the development of related infrastructure; :

(h) Take note of the work of the open -ended informal consultative process established by the
United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 54/33 in order to facilitate the annual
review by the Assembly of developments in ocean affairs and the upcoming review of its
effectiveness and utility to be held at its fifty seventh session under the terms of t he above
-mentioned resolution.

31.  Toachieve sustainable fisheries, the following actions are required at all levels:

(a) Maintain or restore stocks to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable yield with
the aim of achieving these goals for depieted stocks on an urgent basis and where
possible notfaterthan 2015;

14 Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea , vol. XVII
(United Nations publication, Sa les No. E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122.

15 See Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations document C200/INF/25,
appendix 1.

16 See UNEP/CBD/COP/5/23, annex Il
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(c)

(e)

(f)

(@)

(h)

Ratify or accede to and effectively implement the relevant United Nations and, where
appropriate, associated regional fisheries agreements or arrangements, noting in
particular the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks " and the. 1993
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management

Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas;™

Implement the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries,” taking note of the
special requirements of developing countries as noted in its article 5, and the relevant
international plans of action- and technical guidelines of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations; '

Urgently develop and implement national and, where appropriate, regional plans of
action, to put into effect the international plans of action of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, in particular the International Plan of Action for the
Management of Fishing Capacity * by 2005 and the International Plan of Action to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing *' by 2004.
Establish effective monitoring, reporting and enforcement, and control offishing vessels,
including by flag States, to further the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate lilegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing;

Encourage relevant regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements to
give due consideration to the rights, duties and interests of coastal States and the special
requirements of developing States when addressing the issue of the allocation of share of
fishery resources for straddling stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, mindful of the
provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Agreement for
the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of
Straddiing Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, on the high seas and within
exclusive economic  zones;

Eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and to
over-capacity, while completing the efforts undertaken at the World Trade Organization
to clarify and improve its disciplines on fisheries subsidies, taking into account the
importance of this sector to developing countries;

Strengthen donor coordination and partnerships between international financial
institutions, bilateral agencies and other relevant stakeholders to enable developing
countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States
and countries with economies in transition, to develop their national, regional and sub
regional capacities for infrastructgre and integrated management and the sustainable
use of fisheries;

Syppqrt the sustainable development of aquaculture, including small - scale aquaculture,
givenits growing importance for food security and economic development.

17 See International Fisheries Instruments (United Nations publication, Sale s No. E.98.V.11), sect.
I, see also A/CONF.164/37.

18 Ibid.
191bid., sect. lii.

20 Rome, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 1999.

211bid., 2001.
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32. In accordance with chapter 17 of Agenda 21, promote the conservation and management of the
oceans through actions at all levels, giving due regard to the relevant international instruments to:

(a) Maintain the productivity and biodiversity of important and vulnerable marine and coastal
areas, including in areas within and beyond national jurisdiction;

(b) Implement the work programme arising from the Jakarta Mandate on the Conservation
and Sustainable Use of Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, * including through the urgent mobilization of financial resources and
technological assistance and the development of human and institutional capacity,
particularly in developing countries; '

(©) Develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools, including the ecosystem
approach, the elimination of destructive fishing pracﬁces, the establishment of marine
protected areas consistent with international law and based on scientific information,
including representative networks by 2012 and time/area closures for the protection of
nursery grounds and periods, proper coastal land use and watershed planning and the
integration of marine and coastal areas managementinto key sectors;

(d)  Develop national, regional and international programmes for halting the loss of marine
biodiversity, including in coral reefs and wetlands; (e) Implement the Ramsar
Convention,” including its joint work programme with the Convention on Biological
Diversity, * and the programme of action called for by the International Coral Reef Initiative
to strengthen joint management plans and international networking for wetland
ecosystems in coastal zones, inclu'ding coral reefs, mangroves, seaweed beds and tidal
mud flats.

33. Advance implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land -based Activities * and the Montreal Declaration on the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land based Activities,” with particular emphasis during the period from 2002 to 2006
on municipal wastewater, the physical aiteration and destruct ion of habitats, and nutrients, by actions at
alilevels to:

(a) Facilitate partnerships, scientific research and diffusion of technical knowledge; mobilize
domestic, regional and international rescurces; and promote human and institutional
capacity -building, paying particular attention to the needs of developing countries;

(b) Strengthen the capacity of developing countries in the development of their national and
regional programmes and mechanisms to mainstream the objectives of the Global
Programme o fAction and to manage the risks and impacts of ocean pollution;

(©) Elaborate regional programmes of action and improve the links with strategic plans for the
sustainable development of coastal and marine resources, noting in particular areas that
are subject to accelerated environmental changes and development pressures;

(d) Make every effort to achieve substantial progress by the next Global Programme of Action
conference in 2006 to protectthe marine environment from land -based activities.

22 SeeA/51/312, annex i, decision 11/10.
23 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat
(United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 996, No. 14583).
24 See United Nations Environment Programme, Convention on Biological Diversity
(Environmental Law and Institution Programme Activity Centre), Jun e 1992.
25A/51/116, annex I
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I34. l Enhance maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from pollution by actions at all
evels to:

(a) Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the conventions and protocols and other
relevant instruments of the International Maritime Organization relating to the
enhancement of maritime safety and protection of the marine environment from marine
pollution and environmental damage caused by ships, including the use of toxic anti-
fouling paints, and urge the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to consider
stronger mechanisms to secure the implementation of IMO instruments by flag States;

(b Accelerate the development of measures to address invasive alien species in ballast
~water. Urge the International Maritime Organization to finalize its draft International
Convention on the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments.

35. Governments, taking into account their national circumstances, are encouraged, recalling
paragraph 8 of resolution GC (44)/RES/17 of the General Conference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, and taking into account the very serious potential for environment and human health impacts of
radioactive wastes, to make efforts to examine and further improve measures and internationally agreed
regulations regarding safety, while stressing the importance of having effective liability mechanisms in
place, relevant to international maritime transportation and other transboundary movement of radioactive
material, radioactive waste and spent fuel, including, inter alia, arrangements for prior notification and
consultations done in accordance with relevant international instruments.

36. Improve the scientific understanding and assessment of marine and coastal ecosystems as a
fundamental basis for sound decision -making, through actions at all levels to:

(a) Increase scientific and technical collaboration, including integrated assessment at the
global and regional levels, including the appropriate transfer of marine science and
marine technologies and techniques for the conservation and management of living and
non-living marine resources and expanding ocean - observing capabilities for the timely
prediction and assessment of the state of marine environment;

(b) Establish by 2004 a regular process under the United Nations for global reporting énd
assessment of the state of the marine environment, including socio - economic aspects,
both current and foreseeable, building on existing regional assessments;

(c) Build capacity in marine science, information and management, through, inter alia,
promoting the use of environmental impact assessments and environmental evaluation
and reporting techniques, for projects or activities that are potentially harmful to the
coastal and marine environments and their living and non - living resources;

(d) Strengthen the ability of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and other relevant international and regional and sub
regional organizations to build national and local capacity in marine science and the
sustainable management of oceans and theirresources.

37. An integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, risk assessment and
dlsastgr management, including prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery, is an
essential element of a safer world in the twenty -first century. Actions are required at all levels to:

(a) Strengthen the role of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and encourage
’;_pe (ljnternatlonal community to provide the necessary financial resources to its Trust
und;

26 See E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/15.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

®

(9)

(h)

0)

Support the establishment of effective regional, sub regional and national strategies and
scientific and technical institutional support for disaster management;

Strengthen the institutional capacities of countries and promote international joint
observation and research, through improved surface based monitoring and increased
use of satellite data, dissemination of technical and scientific knowledge, and the
provision of assistance to vulnerable countries;

Reduce the risks of flooding and drought in vulnerable countries by, inter alia, promoting
wetland and watershed protection and restoration, imp roved land - use planning,
improving and applying more widely technigues and methodologies for assessing the
potential adverse effects of climate change on wetlands and, as appropriate, assisting
countries that are particularly vuinerable to those effects;

Improve techniques and methodologies for assessing the effects of climate change, and
encourage the continuing assessment of those adverse effects by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change;

Encourage the dissemination and use of traditional and indigenous knowledge to mitigate
the impact of disasters and promote community based disaster management planning by
local authorities, including through training activities and raising public awareness;

Support the ongoing voluntary contribution of, as appropriate, non - governmental
organizations, he scientific community and other partners in the management of natural
disasters according to agreed, relevant guidelines;

Develop and strengthen early warning systems and information networks in disaster
management, consistent with the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction;

Develop and strengthen capacity at all levels to collect and disseminate scientific and
technical information, including the improvement of early warning systems for predicting
extreme weather events, especially Ei Nifio/La Nifa, through the provision of assistance
to institutions devoted to addressing such events, including the International Centre for the
Study of the El Nifio phenomenon;

Promote cooperation fo r the prevention and mitigation of, preparedness for, response to
and recovery from major technological and other disasters with an adverse impact on the
environment in order to enhance the capabilities of affected countries to cope with such
situations.



38. Change in the Earth's climate and its adverse effects are a common concern of humankind. We
remain deeply concerned that all countries, particularly developing countries, including the least
developed countries and small island developing States , face increased risks of negative impacts of
climate change and recognize that, in this context, the problems of poverty, land degradation, access to
water and food and human health remain at the centre of global attention. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change * is the key instrument for addressing climate change, a global concern,
and we reaffirm our commitment to achieving its ultimate objective of stabilization of greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference
with the climate system, within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate
change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to
proceed in a sustainable manner, in accordance with our common but differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities. Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration, in which heads of State and
Government resolved to make every effort to ensure the en try into force of the Kyoto Protocol to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,® preferably by the tenth anniversary of the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 2002, and to embark on the required
reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, States that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol strongly urge
States that have not already done so to ratify itin a timely manner. Actions at all levels are required to:

(a) Meet all the commitments and obligations under the Unite d Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change;

(b) Work cooperatively towards achieving the objectives of the Convention;

(c) Provide technical and financial assistance and capacity -building to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition in accordance with commitments under the

Convention, including the Marrakesh Accords;”

(d) Build and enhance scientific and technological capabilities, inter alia, through continuing
support to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change for the exchange of scientific
data andinformation especially in developing countries;

(e) Develop and transfer technological solutions:

(f) Develop and disseminate innovative technologies in regard to key sectors of
development, particularly energy, and of investment in this regard, including through
private sector involvement, market -oriented approaches, and supportive public policies
and international cooperation;

(9 Promote the systematic observation of the Earth's atmosphere, land and oceans by
improving monitoring stations, increasing the use of satellites and appropriate integration
of these observations to produce high -quality data that could be disseminated for the use
of all countries, in particular developing countries;

(h) Enhance the implementation of national, regional and international strategies to monitor
the Earth's atmosphere, land and oceans, including, as appropriate, strategies for
integrated global observations, inter alia, with the cooperation of relevant international
organizations, especially the specialized agencies, in cooperation with the Convention:

(i) Support initiatives to assess the consequences of climate change, such as the Arctic
Council initiative, including the environmental, economic and social impacts on local and
indigenous communities.

27 AJAC.237/18 (Part l)JAdd.1 and Corr.1, annex I.
28 FCCcICcPM 997/7/Add.1, decision 1/CP.3, annex.
29 FCCC/CP/2001/13 and Add.1 4 .
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39. Enhance cooperation at the international, regional and national levels to reduce air pollution,
including trans boundary air pollution, acid deposition and ozone depletion, bearing in mind the Rio
principles, including, inter alia, the principle that, in view of the different contributions to global
environmental degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities, with actions at all

levels to:

(a)

(d)

(e)

* k&

Strengthen capacities of developing countries and countries with economies in transition
to measure, reduce and assess the impacts of air pollution, including health impacts, and
provide financial and technical support for these activities;

Facilitate implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer by ensuring adequate replenishment of its fund by 2003/2005;

Further support the effective regime for the protection of the ozone layer established in the
Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol,
including its compliance mechanism;

Improve access by developing countries to affordable, accessible, cost - effective, safe
and environmentally sound alternatives to ozone -depleting substances by 2010, and
assist them in complying with the phase -out schedule under the Montreal Protocol,
bearing in mind that ozone depletion and climate change are scientifically and technically
interrelated:;

Take measures to address illegal traffic in ozone-depleting substances.

40. Agriculture plays a crucial role in addressing the needs of a growing global population and is
inextricably linked to poverty eradication, especially in developing countries. Enhancing the role of
women at all levels and in all aspects of rural development, agriculture, nutrition and food security is
imperative. Sustainable agriculture and rural development are essential to the implementation of an
integrated approach to increasing food production and enhancing food security and food safety in an
environmentally sustainable way. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Achieve the Millennium Declaration target to halve by the year 2015 the proportion of the
world's people who suffer from hunger and realize the right to a standard of living
adequate for the health and well -being of themselves and their families, including food,
including by promoting food security and fighting hunger in combination with measures
which address poverty, consistent with the outcome of the World Food Summit and, for
States Parties, with their ob ligations under article 11 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;*

Develop and implemeht integrated land management and water-use plans that are based
on sustainable use of renewable resources and on integrated assessments of socio -
economic and environmental potentials and strengthen the capacity of Governments,
local authorities and communities to monitor and manage the quantity and quality of land
and waterresources;

Increase understanding of the sustainable use, protection and management of water
resources to advance long-term sustainability of freshwater, coastal and marine
environments;

Promote programmes to enhance in a sustainable manner the productivity of land and the
efficient use of water resources in agriculture, forestry, wetlands, artisanal fisheries and
aquaculture, especially through indigenous and local community -based approaches;
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(e)

(f)

(i)

)

(m)

(n)

(0)

)

Support the efforts of developing countries to protect oases from silt, land degradation and
increasing salinity by providing appropriate technical and financial assistance;

Enhance the participation of women in all aspects and at all levels relating to sustainable
agriculture and food security;

Integrate existing information systems on land -use practices by strengthening national
research and extension services and farmer organizations to trigger farmer-to-farmer
exchange on good practices, such as those related to environmentally sound, Iow—cost
technologies, with the assistance of relevant international organizations;

Enact, as appropriate, measures that protect indigenous resource management systems
and support the contribution of all approprlate stakeholders, men and women alike, in
rural planning and development;

Adopt policies and implement laws that guarantee well defined and enforceable land and
water use rights and promote legal security of tenure, recognizing the existence of
different national laws and/or systems of land access and tenure, and provide technical
and financial assistance to developing countries as well as countries with economies in
transition that are undertaking land tenure reform in order to enhance sustamable
livelihoods;

Reverse the declining trend in public sector finance for sustainable agriculture, provide
appropriate technical and financial assistance, and promote private sector investment
and support efforts in developing countries and countries with economies in transition to
strengthen agricultural research and natural resource management capacity and
dissemination of research results to the farming communities;

Employ market-based incentives for agricultural enterprises and farmers to monitor and
manage water use and quality, inter alia, by applying such methods as small-scale
irrigation and wastewater recycling and reuse;

Enhance access to existing markets and develop new markets for value - added
agricultural products;

Increase brown -field redevelopment in developed countries and countries with
economies in transition, with appropriate technical assistance where contamination is a
serious problem;

Enhance international cooperation to combat the illicit cultivation of narcotic plants, taking
into account their negative social, economic and environmental impacts;

Promote programmes for the environmentally sound, effective and efficient use of soil
fertility improvement practices and agricultural pest control;

Strengthen and improve coordination of existing initiatives to enhance sustainable
agricultural production and food security;

Invite countries that have not done so to ratify the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture; *

Promote the conservation, and sustainable use and management of traditional and
indigenous agricultural systems and strengthen indigenous models of agricultural
production.

30 See GeneralAssembly resolution 2200A (XXI), annex.
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41.  Strengthen the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa,’ to address
causes of desertification and land degradation in order to maintain and restore land, and to address
poverty resulting from land degradation. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(9)

Mobilize adequate and predictable financial resources, transfer of technologies and
capacity-building at all levels;

Formulate national action ‘programmes to ensure timely and effective implementation of
the Convention and its related projects, with the support of the international community,
including through decentralized projects at the local level,

Encourage the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention to Combat Desertification to
continue exploring and enhancing synergies, with due regard to their respective
mandates, in the elaboration and implementation of plans and strategies under the
respective Conventions;

L]

Integrate measures to prevent and combat desertification as well as to mitigate the effects
of drought through relevant policies and programmes, such as land, water and forest
management, agriculture, rural development, early warning systems, environment,
energy, natural resources, health and education, and poverty eradication and sustainable
development strategies ;

Provide affordable local access to information to improve monitoring and early warning
related to desertification and drought;

Call on the Second Assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to take action on
the recommendations of the GEF Council concerning the designation of land degradation
(desertification and deforestation) as a focal area of GEF as a means of GEF support for
the successful implementation of the Convention to Combat Desertification; and
consequently, consider making GEF a financial mechanism of the Convention, taking into
account the prerogatives and decisions of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention, while recognizing the complementary roles of GEF and the Global
Mechanism of the Convention in providing and mobilizing resources for the elaboration
and implementation of action programmes; '

Improve the sustainability of grassiand resources through strengthening management
and law enforcement and providing financial and technical support by the international
community to developing countries.

31 Report of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
Thirty- first Session, Rome, 2 - 13 November 2001 (C2001/REP), appendix D.



42.  Mountain ecosystems support particular livelihoods and include significant watershed resources,
biological diversity and unique flora and fauna. Many are particularly fragile and vu[nerable to the adverse
effects of climate change and need specific protection. Actions at all levels are required to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

()

* % %

Develop and promote programmes, policies and approaches that integrate
environmental, economic and social components of sustainable mountain development
and strengthen international cooperation for its positive impacts on poverty eradication
programmes, especially in developing countries;

Implement programmes to address, where appropriate, deforestation, 'erosion, land
degradation, loss of biodiversity, disruption of water flows and retreat of glaciers;

Develop and implement, where appropriate, gender-sensitive_polici'e-.s and programmes,
including public and private investments that help eliminate inequities facing mountain
communities;

Implement programmes to promote diversification and traditional mountain economigs,
sustainable livelihoods and small-scale production systems, including specific training
programmes and better access to national and international markets, communications
and transport planning, taking into account the particular sensitivity of mountains;

Promote full participation and involvement of mountain communities in decisions that
affect them and integrate indigenous knowledge, heritage and values in all development
initiatives;

Mobilize national and international support for applied research and capacity -building,
provide financial and technical assistance for the effective implementation of the
sustainable development of mountain ecosystems in developing countries and countries
with economies in transition, and address the poverty among people living in mountains -
through concrete plans, projects and programmes, with sufficient support from all
stakeholders, taking into account the spirit of the International Year of Mountains, 2002.

43. Promote sustainable tourism development, including non -consumptive and eco-tourism, taking
into account the spirit of the International Year of Eco tourism 2002, the United Nations Year for Cultural
Heritage in 2002, the World Eco tourism Summit 2002 and its Quebec Declaration, and the Global Code
of Ethics for Tourism as adopted by the World Tourism Organization in order to increase the benefits from
tourism resources for the population in host communities while maintaining the cultural and
environmental integrity of the host communities and enhancing the protection of ecologically sensitive
areas and natural heritages. Promote sustainable tourism development and capacity -building in order to
contribute to the strengthening of rural and local communities. This would include actions at all levels to:

(a)

(b)

Enhance international cooperation, foreign direct investment and partnerships with both
private and public sectors, at all levels;

Develop programmes, including education and training programmes, that encourage
people to participate in eco -tourism, enable indigenous and local communities to develop
and benefit from eco -tourism, and enhance stakeholder cooperation in tourism
development and heritage preservation, in order to improve the protection of the
environment, natural resources and cultural heritage; '

Provide technical assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in
transition to support sustainable tourism business development and investment and
tourism awareness programmes, to improve domestic tourism, and to stimulate
entrepreneurial development;

Assist host communities in managing visits to their tourism attractions for their maximum
benefit, while ensuring the least negative impacts on and risks for their traditions, culture
and environment, with the support of the World Tourism Organization and other relevant
organizations; ’
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(e) Promote the diversification of economic activities, including through the facilitation of
access to markets and commercial information, and participation of emerging local
enterprises, especially small and medium-sized enterprises.

44, Biodiversity, which plays a critical role in overall sustainable development and poverty eradication,
is essential to our planet, human weil-being and to the livelihood and cultural integrity of people. However,
biodiversity is currently being lost at unprecedented rates due to human activities; this trend can only be
reversed if the local people benefit from the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, in
particular in countries of origin of genetic resources, in accordance with article 15 of the Convention on
Biological Diversity. The Convention is the key instrument for the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from use of genetic resources. A
more efficient and coherent implementation of the three objectives ofthe Convention and the achievement
by 2010 of a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity will require the provision
of new and additional financial and technical resources to developing countrles and includes actions at all
levels to:

(a) Integrate the objectives of the Convention into global, regional and national sectoral and
cross-sectoral programmes and policies, in particular in the programmes and policies of
the economlc sectors of countries and international financial institutions;

(b) Promote the ongoing work under the Convention on the sustainable use on biological
diversity, including on sustainable tourism, as a cross -cutting issue relevant to different
ecosystems, sectors and thematic areas;

(c) Encourage effective synergies between the Convention and other multilateral
environmental agreements, inter alia, through the development of joint plans and
programmes, with due regard to their respective mandates, regarding common
responsibilities and concerns;

(d) Implement the Convention and its provisions, including active follow-up of its work
: programmes and decisions through national, regional and global action programmes, in
particular the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and strengthen their
integration into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, programmes and policies, including
those related to sustainable development and poverty eradication, including initiatives

which promote community -based sustainable use of biological diversity;

(e) Promote the wide implementation and further development of the ecosystem approach, as
being elaborated in the ongoing work of the Convention;

{j) -Promote concrete international support and partnership for the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, including in ecosystems, at World Heritage sites and for the
protection of endangered species, in particular through the appropriate channelling of
financial resources and technology to developing countries and countries with economies
intransition;

(9) To effectively conserve and sustainably use biodiversity, promote and support initiatives for
hot spot areas and other areas essential for biodiversity and promote the development of
national and regional ecological networks and corridors;

(h) Provide financial and technical support to developing countries, including capacity-
building, in order to enhance indigenous and community-based biodiversity conservation
efforts;

- Strengthen national, regional and international efforts to control invasive alien species,
which are one of the main causes of biodiversity loss, and encourage the development of
effective work programme on invasive alien species at all levels;
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(m)

(n)

(0)

(r)

(s)

Subject to national legislation, recognize the rights of local and indigenous communities
who. are holders of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices, and, with the
approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices,
develop and implement benefit -sharing mechanisms on mutually agreed terms for the
use of such knowledge, innovations and practices,

Encourage and enable all stake holders to contribute to the implementation of the
objectives of the Convention and, in particular, recognize the specific role of youth,
women and indigenous and local communities in conserving and using biodiversity in a
sustainable way;

Promote the effective participation of indigenous and local communities in decision and
policy -making concerning the use of their traditional knowledge;

Encourage technical and financial support to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition in their efforts to develop and implement, as appropriate, inter
alia, national sui generis systems and traditional systems according to national priorities
and legislation, with a view to conserving and the sustainable use of biodiversity;

Promote the wide implementation of and continued work on the Bonn Guidelines on
Access to Genetic Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits arising out of
their Utilization, as an input to assist the Parties when developing and drafting legislative,
administrative or policy measures on access and benefit -sharing as well as contract and
otherarrangements under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit -sharing;

Negotiate within the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity, bearing in mind
the Bonn Guidelines, an international regime to promote and safeguard the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources;

Encourage successful conclusion of existing processes under the auspices of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources,
Traditional Knowledge and Folklore of the World Intellectual Property Organization, and
in the ad hoc open-ended working group on article 8 (j) and related provisions of the
Convention;

Promote practicable measures for access to the results and benefits arising from
biotechnologies based upon genetic resources, in accordance with articles 15 and 19 of
the Convention, including through enhanced scientific and technical cooperation on
biotechnology and biosafety, including the exchange of experts, training human
resources and developing research-oriented institutional capacities;

With a view to enhancing synergy and mutual supportiveness, taking into account the
decisions under the relevant agreements, promote the discussions, without prejudging
their outcome, with regard to the relationships between the Convention and agreements
related to international trade and intellectual property rights, as outlined in the Doha
Ministerial Declaration; *

Promote the implementation of the programme of work of the Global Taxonomy Initiative;
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(t) Invite all States that have not already done so to ratify the Convention, the Cartagena
Protocol on Bio safety to the Convention * and other biodiversity - related agreements,
and invite those that have done so to promote their effective implementation at the
national, regional and international levels and to support developing countries and
countries with economies in transition technically and financially in this regard.

45, Forests and trees cover nearly one third of the Earth's surface. Sustainable forest management of
both natural and planted forests and for timber and non - timber products is essential to achieving
sustainable development as well as a critical means to eradicate poverty, significantly reduce
deforestation, halt the loss of forest biodiversity and land and resource degradation and improve food
security and access to safe drinking water and affordable energy; in addition, it highlights the multiple
benefits of both natural and planted forests and trees and contributes to the well-being of the planet and
humanity. The achievement of sustainable forest management, nationally and globally, including through
partnerships among interested Governments and stakeholders, including the private sector, indigenous
and local communities and non -governmental organizations, is an essential goal of sustainable
development. This would include actions at all levels to:

(@) Enhance political commitment to achieve sustainable forest management by endorsing it
as a priority on the international political agenda, taking full account of the linkages
between the forest sector and other sectors through integrated approaches;

(b) Support the United Nations Forum on Forests, with the assistance of the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests, as key intergovernmental mechanisms to facilitate and
coordinate the implementation of sustainable forest management at the national, regional
and global levels, thus contributing, inter alia, to the conservation and sustainable use of
forest biodiversity;

(c) Take immediate action on domestic forest law enforcement and illegal international trade
in forest products, including in forest biological resources, with the support of the
international community, and provide human and institutional capacity -building related to
the enforcement of national legislation in those areas;

(d) Take immediate action at the national and international ievels to promote and facilitate the
means to achieve sustainable timber harvesting and to facilitate the provision of financial
resources and the transfer and development of environmentally sound technologies, and
thereby address unsustainable timber - harvesting practices;

(e) Develop and implement initiatives to address the needs of those parts of the world that
currently suffer from poverty and the highest rates of deforestation and where
international cooperation would be welcomed by affected Governments;

(f) Create and strengthen partnerships and international cooperation to facilitate the
provision of increased financial resources, the transfer of environmentally sound
technologies, trade, capacity -building, forest law enforcement and governance at all
levels and integrated land and resource management to implement sustainable forest
management, including the proposals for action of the Intergovernmental Pane! on
Forests/Intergovernmental Forum on Forests;

32 See A/C.2/56/7, annex.
33 Http://www.biodiv.org/biosafety/protocol.asp.
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{(9) Accelerate implementation of the proposals for action of the Intergovernmental Pangl on
Forests/Intergovernmental Forum on Forests by countries and by the Collaborative Partpershlp on
Forests and intensify efforts on reporting to the United Nations Forum on Forests to contribute to an

assessment of progress in 2005;

(h)

* % %

Recognize and support indigenous and community-based forest management systems to
ensure their full and effective participation in sustainable forest management;

Implement the expanded action -oriented work programme of the Convention on
Biological Diversity on all types of forest biological diversity, in close cooperation with the
Forum, Partnership members and other forest related processes and conventions, with
the involvement of all relevant stakeholders.

46. Mining, minerals and metals are important to the economic and social development of many
countries. Minerals are essential for modern living. Enhancing the contribution of mining, minerals and
metals to sustainable development includes actions at all levels to: ‘

(a)

(b)

()

Support efforts to address the environmental, economic, health and social impacts and
benefits of mining, minerals and metals throughout their life cycle, including workers'
health and safety, and use a range of partnerships, furthering existing activities at the
national and international levels among interested Governments, intergovernmental /
organizations, mining companies and workers and other stakeholders to promote
transparency and accountability for sustainable mining and minerals development;
among interested Governments, intergovernmental organizations, mining companies and
workers and other stakeholders to promote transparency and accountability for
sustainable mining and minerals development;

Enhance the participation of stakeholders, including local and indigenous communities
and women, to play an active role in minerals, metals and mining development throughout
the life cycles of mining operations, including after closure for rehabilitation purposes, in
accordance with national regulations and taking into account significant trans boundary
impacts; ' '

Foster sustainable mining practices through the provision of financial, technical and
capacity-building support to developing countries and countries with economies in
transition for the mining and processing of minérals, including small scale mining, and,
where possible and appropriate, improve value -added processing, upgrade scientific and
technological information and reclaim and rehabilitate degraded sites.



V. Sustainable developmentin a globalizing world

47, Globalization offers opportunities and challenges for sustainable development. We recognize
that globalization and interdependence are offering new opportunities for trade, investment and capital
flows and advances in technology, including information technology, for the growth of the world economy,
development and the improvement of living standards around the world. At the same time, there remain
serious challenges, including serious financial crises, insecurity, poverty, exclusion and inequality within
and among societies. The developing countries and countries with economies in transition face special
difficulties in responding to those challenges and opportunities. Globalization should be fully inclusive
and equitable, and there is a strong need for policies and measures at the national and international
levels, formulated and implemented with the full and effective participation of developing countries and
countries with economies in transition, to help them to respond effectively to those challenges and
opportunities. This will require urgent action at all levels to: i

(a) Continue to promote open, equitable, rules -based, predictable and non - discriminatory
multilateral trading and financial systems that benefit all countries in the pursuit of
sustainable development. Support the successful completion of the work programme
contained in the Doha Ministerial Declaration and the implementation of the Monterrey
Consensus. Welcome the decision contained in the Doha Ministerial Declaration to place
the needs and interests of developing countries at the heart of the work programme of the
Declaration, including through enhanced market access for products of interest to
developing countries;

(b) Encourage ongoing efforts by international financial and trade institutions to ensure that
decision -making processes and institutional structures are open and transparent;

(c) Enhance the capacities of developing countries, including the least developed countries,
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, to benefit from
liberalized trade opportunities through international cooperation and measures aimed at
improving productivity, commodity diversification and competitiveness, community -
based entrepreneurial capacity and transportation and communication infrastructure
development;

(d) Support the International Labour Organization and encourage its ongoing work on the
social dimension of globalization, as stated in paragraph 64 of the Monterrey Consensus;

(e) Enhance the delivery of coordinated, effective and targeted trade related technical
assistance and capacity-building programmes, including taking advantage of existing
and future market access opportunities, and examining the relationship between trade,
environment and development.

48. Implement the outcomes of the Doha Ministerial Conference by the members of the World Trade
Organization, further strengthen trade -related technical assistance and capacity -building and ensure
the meaningful, effective and full participation of developing countries in multilateral trade negotiations by
placing their needs and interests at the heart of the work programme of the World Trade Organization.

49. Actively promote corporate responsibility and accountability, based on the Rio principles,
including through the full development and effective implementation of intergovernmental agreements
and measures, international initiatives and public - private partnerships and appropriate national
regulations, and support continuous improvement in corporate practices in all countries.

50. Strengthen the capacities of developing countries to encourage public/private initiatives that
enhance the ease of access, accuracy, timeliness and coverage of information on countries and financial
markets. Multilateral and regional financial institutions could provide further assistance for these
purposes. '
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51.  Strengthen regional trade and cooperation agreements, consistent with the multilateral trading
system, among developed and developing countries and countries with economies in transition, as well
as among developing countries, with the support of international finance institutions and regional
development banks, as appropriate, with a view to achieving the objectives of sustainable development.

52. Assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition in narrowing the digital
divide, creating digital opportunities and harnessing the potential of information and communication
technologies for development through technology transfer on mutually agreed terms and the provision of
financial and technical support and, in this context, support the World Summit onthe Information Society.

VI. Health and sustainable development

53. The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development states that human beings are at the centre
of concerns for sustainable development, and that they are entitled to a healthy and productive life, in
harmony with nature. The goals of sustainable development can only be-achieved in the absence of a
high prevalence of debilitating diseases, while obtaining health gains for the whole population requires
poverty eradication. There is an urgent need to address the causes of iil health, including environmental
causes, and their impact on development, with particular emphasis on women and children, as well as
vulnerable groups of society, such as people with disabilities, elderly persons and indigenous people.

54. Strengthen the capacity of health-care systems to deliver basic health services to all in an
efficient, accessible and affordable manner aimed at preventing, controlling and treating diseases, and to
reduce environmental health threats, in conformity with human rights and fundamental freedoms and
consistent-with national laws and cultural and religious values , and taking into account the reports of
relevant United Nations conferences and summits and of special sessions of the General Assembly. This

would include actions at all levels to:

(@) Integrate the health concerns, including those of the most vulnerable populations, into
strategies, policies and programmes for poverty eradication and sustainable

development; :

(b) Promote equitable and improved access to affordable and efficient health -care services,
including prevention, at all levels of the health system, essential and safe drugs at
affordable prices, immunization services and safe vaccines and medical technology;

(c) Provide technical and financial assistance to developing countries and countries with
economies in transition to implement the Health for All Strategy, including health
information systems and integrated databases on development hazards;

(d) Improve the development and management of human resources in health - care services;

(e) Promote and develop partnerships to enhance health education with the objective of
achieving improved health literacy on a global basis by 2010, with the involvement of
United Nations agencies, as appropriate;

(f) Develop programmes and initiatives to reduce, by the year 2015, mortality rates for infants
and children under 5 by two thirds, and maternal mortality rates by three quarters, of the
prevailing rate in 2000, and reduce disparities between and within developed and
developing countries as quickly as possible, with particular attention to eliminating the
pattern of disproportionate and preventable mortality among girl infants and children;

(9) Target research efforts and apply research results to priority public health issues, in
particular those affecting susceptible and vulnerable populations, through the
development of new vaccines, reducing exposures to health risks, building on equal
access to health -care services, education, training and medical treatment and technology
and addressing the secondary effects of poor health;
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(h)

(i)

0

(k)

M

(m)

(n)

Promote the preservation, development and use of effective traditional medicine
knowledge and practices, where appropriate, in combination with modern medicine,
recoghizing indigenous and local communities as custodians of traditional knowledge and
practices, while promoting effective protection of traditional knowledge, as appropriate,
consistent with international law;

Ensure equal access of women to health -care services, giving particular attention to
maternal and emergency obstetric care;

Address effectively, for all individuals of appropriate age, the promotion of heaithy living,
including their reproductive and sexual health, consistent with the commitments and
outcomes of recent United Nations conferences and summits, including the World Summit
for Children, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, the
International Conference on Population and Development, the World Summit for Social
Development and the Fourth World Conference on Women, and their respective reviews
andreports;

Launch international capacity -building initiatives, as appropriate, that assess health and
environment linkages and use the knowledge gained to create more effective national and
regional policy responses to environmental threats to human health;

Transfer and disseminate, on mutually agreed terms, including through public -private
multi sector partherships, with international financial support, technologies for safe water,
sanitation and waste management for rural and urban areas in developing countries and
countries with economies in transition, taking into account country -specific conditions and
gender equality, including specific technology needs of women;

Strengthen and promote programmes of the International Labour Organization and World
Health Organization to reduce occupational deaths, injuriesand illnesses, and link
occupational health with public heaith promotion as a means of promoting public health
and education;

Improve availability and access for all to sufficient, safe, culturally acceptable and
nutritionally adequate food, increase consumer health protection, address issues of
micronutrient deficiency and implement existing internationally agreed commitments and
relevant standards and guidelines;

Develop or strengthen, where applicable, preventive, promotive and curative
programmes to address non-communicable diseases and conditions, such as
cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases, injuries, violence
and mental health disorders and associated risk factors, including alcohol, tobacco,
unhealthy diets and lack of physical activity.

55. Implement, within the agreed time frames, all commitments agreed in the Declaration of
Commitment on HIV/AIDS* adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty -sixth special session,
emphasizing in particular the reduction of HIV prevalence among young men and women aged 15 to 24
by 25 per cent in the most affected countries by 2005, and globally by 2010, as well as combat malaria,
tuberculosis and other diseases by, inter alia:

(a)

(b)

Implementing national preventive and treatment strategies, regional and international
cooperation measures and the development of international initiatives to provide special
assistance to children orphaned by HIV/AIDS;

Fulfilling commitments for the provision of sufficient resources to support the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, while promoting access to the Fund by countries
mostin need;
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(c) Protecting the health of workers and promoting occupatiohal safety, by, inter alia, taking
into account, as appropriate, the voluntary Code of Practice on HIV/AIDS and the World of
Work of the International Labour Organization, to improve conditions of the workplace;

(d) Mobilizing adequate public, and encouraging private, financial resources for research and
development on diseases of the poor, such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis,
directed at biomedical and health research, as well as new vaccine and drug
development.

56. Reduce respiratory diseases and other health impacts resulting from air pollution, with partlcular
attention to women and children, by:

(a) Strengthening regional and national programmes, including through public -private
partnerships, with technical and financial assistance to developing countries;

(b) Supporting the phasing out of lead in gasoline;

(c) Strengthening and supporting efforts for the reduction of emissions through the use of
cleaner fuels and modern pollution control techniques;

(d) Assisting developing countries in providing affordable energy to rural communities,
particularly to reduce dependence on traditional fuel sources for cooking and heating,
which affect the health of women and children.

57. Phase outlead in lead -based paints and in other sources of human exposure, work to prevent, in
particular, children's exposure to lead and strengthen monitoring and surveillance efforts and the
treatment of lead poisoning.

VIl. Sustainable development of small island developing States

58. Small island developing States are a special case both for environment and development.
Although they continue to take the lead in the path towards sustainable development in their countries, - -
they are increasingly constrained by the interplay of adverse factors clearly underlined inAgenda 21, the -
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States * and the
decisions adopted at the twenty-second special session of the General Assembly. This would include
actions at all levels to:

(a) Accelerate national and regional implementation of the Programme of Action, with
adequate financial resources, including through Global Environment Facility focal areas, -
transfer of environmentally sound technologles and assistance for capacity bunldmg from
the international community;

(b) Implement further sustainable fisheries management and improve financial returns from
fisheries by supporting and strengthening relevant regional fisheries management
organizations, as appropriate, such as the recently established Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism and such agreements as the Convention on the Conservation and
Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean;

34 General Assembly resolution S-26/2, annex.



(c) Assist small island developing States, including through the elaboration of specific
initiatives, in delimiting and managing in a sustainable manner their coastal areas and
exclusive economic zones and the continental shelf, including, where appropriate, the
continental shelf areas beyond 200 miles from coastal baselines, as well as relevant
regional management initiatives within the context of the United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea and the regional seas programmes of the United Nations Environment
Programme; ’

(d) Provide support, including for capacity-building, for the devélopment and furth er
' implementation of; , _
(i) Small island developing States -specific components within programmes
of workon marine and coastal biological diversity;

(i) Freshwater programmes for small island developing States, including
through the Global Environment Facility focal areas;

(e) Effectively reduce, prevent and control waste and poliution and their health -related
impacts by undertaking initiatives by 2004 aimed at implementing the Global Programme
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land -based Activities in'small
island developing States;

" Work to ensure that, in the ongoing negotiations and elaboration of the World Trade

Organization work programme on trade in small economies, due account is taken of small

. island developing States, which have severe structural handicaps in integrating into the
global economy, within the context of the Doha development agenda;

(9) Develop community -based initiatives on sustainable tourism by 2004 and build the
capacities necessary to diversify touris m products, while protecting culture and
traditions and effectively conserving and managing natural resources;

(h) Extend assistance to small island developing States in support of local communities
and appropriate national and regional organizations of small island developing States
for comprehensive hazard and risk management, disaster prevention, mitigation and
preparedness, and help relieve the consequences of disasters, extreme weather
events and other emergencies;

0] Support the finalization and subsequent early operationalization, on agreed terms, of
economic, social and environmental vulnerability indices and related indicators as tools
forthe achievement of the sustainable development of the small island developing States;

)] Assist small island developing States in mobilizing adequate resources and partnerships
for their adaptation needs relating to the adverse effects of climate change, sea levelrise
and climate variability, consistent with commitments under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, where applicable;

35 Report of the Global Conference oh. the Sustainable Developmentof Small Island Developing
States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.94.1.18 and corrigenda), chap. I, reso lution 1, annexil.
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59.

60.

61.

(k)

Support efforts by small island developing States to build capacities and institutional
arrangements to implement intellectual property regimes.

Support the availability of adequate, affordable and environmentally sound energy services fo the
sustainable development of smallisland developing States by, inter alia:

(a)

(b)

Strengthening ongoing and supporting new efforts on energy supply and services, by
2004, including through the United Nations system and partnership initia.tives;

Developing and promoting efficient use of sources of energy, including indigenous
sources and renewable energy, and building the capacities of small island developing
States for training, technical know-how and strengthening national institutions in the area
ofenergy management. :

Provide support to smallisland developing States to develop capacity and strengthen:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Health -care services for promoting equitable access to health care;

Health systems for making available necessary drugs and techndlogy in a sustainable and
affordable manner to fight and control communicable and non - communicable diseases,
inparticular HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, diabetes, malaria and dengue fever,;

Efforts to reduce and manage waste and pollution and building capacity for maintaining
and managing systems to deliver water and sanitation services, in both rural and urban
areas; ) : ®

Efforts to implement initiatives aimed at poverty eradication, which have been outlined in
section I of the present document.

Undertake a full and comprehensive review of the implementation of the Barbados Programme of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States in 2004, in accordance with
the provisions set forth in General Assémbly resolution S-22/2, and in this context requests the General
Assembly at its fifty -seventh session to consider convening an international meeting for the sustainable
development ofsmall island developing States. ’
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VIll. Sustainable development for Africa

62. Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, sustainable
development has remained elusive for many African countries. Poverty remains a major challenge and
most countries on the continent have not benefited fully from the opportunities of globalization, further
exacerbating the continent's marginalization. Africa's efforts to achieve sustainable development have
been hindered by conflicts, insufficient investment, limited market access opportunities and supply side
constraints, unsustainable debt burdens, historically declining levels of official development assistance
and the impact of HIV/AIDS. The World Summit on Sustainable Development should reinvigorate the
commitment of the international community to address these special challenges and give effect to a new
vision based on concrete actions for the implementation of Agenda 21 in Africa. The New Partnership for
Africa's Development (NEPAD) is a commitment by African leaders to the people of Africa. It recognizes
that partnerships among African countries themselves and between them and with the international
community are key elements of a shared and common vision to eradicate poverty, and furthermore it aims
to place their countries, both individually and collectively, on a path of sustained economic growth and
sustainable development, while participating actively in the world economy and body politic. It provides a
framework for sustainable development on the continent to be shared by all Africa's people. The
international community welcomes NEPAD and pledges its support to the implementation of this vision,
including through utilization of the benefits of South - South cooperation supported, inter alia, by the Tokyo
International Conference on African Development. It also pledges support for other existing development
frameworks that are owned and driven nationally by African countries and that embody poverty reduction
strategies, including poverty reduction strategy papers. Achieving sustainable development includes
actions at all levels to:

(a) Create an enabling environment at the regional, sub regional, national and local levels in
- order to achieve sustained economic growth and sustainable development and support
African efforts for peace, stability and security, the resolution and prevention of conflicts,
democracy, good governance, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

" including the right to development and gender equality;

(b) Support the implementation of the vision of NEPAD and other established regional and
sub regional efforts, including through financing, technical cooperation and institutional
cooperation and human and institutional capacity - building at the regional, sub regional
and national levels, consistent with national policies, programmes and nationally owned
and led strategies for poverty reduction and sustainable development, such as, where
applicable, poverty reduction strategy papers;

(c) Promote technology development, transfer and diffusion to Africa and further develop
- technology and knowledge available in African centres of excellence;

(d) Support African countries in developing effective science and technology institutions and
research activities capable of developing and adapting to world class technologies;

(e) Support the development of national programmes and strategies to promote education
within the context of nationally owned and led strategies for poverty reduction and
strengthen research institutions in education in order to increase the capacity to fully
support the achievement of internationally agreed development goals related to
education, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration on ensuring that, by
2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of
primary schooling and that girls and boys will have equal access to all levels of education
relevantto national needs;



® Enhance the industrial productivity, diversity and competitiveness of African countries
through a combination of financial and technological support for the development of key
infrastructure, access to technology, networking of research centres, adding value to
export products, skills development and enhancing market access in support of
sustainable development;

(9) Enhance the contribution of the industrial sector, in particular mining, minerals and metals,
to the sustainable development of Africa by supporting the development of effective and
transparent regulatory and management frameworks and value addition, broad -based
participation, socia! and environmental responsibility and increased market access in
order to create an attractive and conducive environment for investment;

(h) Provide financial and technical support to strengthen the capacity of African countries to
undertake environmental legislative policy and institutional reform for sustainable
development and to undertake environmental impact assessments and, as appropriate,
to negotiate and implement multilateral environment agreements;

(1) Develop projects, programmes and partnerships with relevant stakeholders and mobilize
resources for the effective implementation of the outcome of the African Process for the
Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment;

)] Deal effectively with energy problems in Africa, including through initiatives to:

(0 Establish and promote programmes, partnerships and initiatives to
support Africa's efforts to implement NEPAD objectives on energy, which
seek to secure access for at least 35 per cent of the African population
within 20 years, e specially inrural areas;

(i) Provide support to implement other initiatives on energy, including the
promotion of cleaner and more efficient use of natural gas and increased
use of renewable energy, and to improve energy efficiency and access to
advanced energy technologies, including cleaner fossil fuel technologies,
particularly in rural and peri-urban areas;

(k) Assist African countries in mobilizing adequate resources for their adaptation needs
relating to the adverse effects of climate change, extreme weather events, sea level rise
and climate variability, and assist in developing national climate change strategies and
mitigation programmes, and continue to take actions to mitigate the adverse effects on
climate change in Africa, consistent with the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change;

M Support African efforts to develop affordable transport systems and infrastructure that
promote sustainable development and connectivity in Africa;

(m)  Further to paragraph 42 above, address the poverty affecting mountain communities in
Africa; » :

(n) Prqvide financial and technical support for afforestation and reforestation in Africa and to
build capacity for sustainable forest management, including combating deforestation and
measures to improve the policy and legal framework of the forest sector.

63. _Provide financial and technical support for Africa's efforts to implement the Convention to Combat
Desertification at the national level and integrate indigenous knowledge systems into land and natural
resources management practices, as appropriate, and improve extension services to rural communities
and promote better land and watershed management practices, including through improved agricultural
gﬁggtrl:sqsrgggt address land degradation, in order to develop capacity for the implementation of national



64. Mobilize financial and other support to develop and strengthen health systems that aim to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Promote equitable access to health -care services;

Make available necessary drugs and technology in a sustainable and affordable manner
to fight and control communicable diseases, including HIV/AIDS, malaria and

tuberculosis, and trypanosomiasis, as well as non - communicable diseases, including
those caused by poverty;

Build capacity of medical and paramedical personnel;

Promote indigenous medical knowledge, as appropriate, including traditional medicine;

Research and control Ebola disease.

65. Deal effectively with natural disasters and conflicts, including their humanitarian and
environmental impacts, recognizing that conflicts in Africa have hindered, and in many cases obliterated,
both thé gains and efforts aimed at sustainable development, with the most vulnerable members of
society, particularly women and children, being the mostimpacted victims, through efforts and initiatives,

atalllevels, to:

(a)

(b)

(©)

Provide. financial and technical assistance to strengthen the capacities of African
countries, including institutional and human capacity, including at the local level, for
effective disaster management, including observation and early warning systems,
assessments, prevention, preparedness, response and recovery;

Provide support to African countries to enable them to better deal With the displacement of

people as a result of natural disasters and conflicts and put in place rapid response
mechanisms;

Support Africa's efforts for the prevention and resolution, management and mitigation of
conflicts and its early response to emerging conflict situations to avert tragic humanitarian

- consequences,

(d)

Provide support to refugee host countries in rehabilitating infrastructure and environment,
including ecosystems and habitats, that were damaged in the process of receiving and
settling refugees. '

66.  Promote integrated water resources development and optimize the upstream and downstream
benefits the refrom, the development and effective management of water resources across all uses and
the protection of water quality and aquatic ecosystems, including through initiatives at all levels, to:
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Provide access to potable domestic water, hygiene education and improved sanitation
and waste management at the household level through initiatives to encourage public and
private investment in water supply and sanitation that give priority to the needs of the poor
within stable and transparent national regulatory frameworks provided by Governments,
while respecting local conditions involving all concerned stakeholders and monitoring the
performance and improving the accountability of public institutions and private
companies; and develop critical water supply, reticulation and treatment infrastructure,
and build capacity to maintain and manage systems to deliver water and sanitation
services in both rural and urban areas; -

Develop and implement integrated river basin and watershed management strategies and
plans for all major water bodies, consistent with paragraph 25 above;

Strengthen regional, sub regional and national capacities for data collection and
processing and for planning, research, monitoring, assessment and enforcement, as well
as arrangements for water resource management;

Protect water resources, including groundwater and wetland ecosystems, against
pollution, and, in cases of the most acute water scarcity, support efforts for developing non
-conventional water resources, including the energy -efficient, cost effective and
sustainable desalination of seawater, rainwater harvesting and recycling of water.

67.  Achieve significantly improved sustainable agricultural productivity and food security in
furtherance of the agreed Millennium development goals, including those contained in the Millennium
Declaration, in particular to halve by 2015 the proportion of people who suffer from hunger, including
through initiatives at all '

levelsto:

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

()

Support the development and implementation of national policies and programmes,
including research programmes and development plans of African countries to
regenerate their agricultural sector and sustainably develop their fisheries, and increase
investment in infrastructure, technology and extension services, according to country
needs. African countries should be in the process of developing and implementing food
security strategies, within the context of national poverty eradication programmes, by
2005;

Promote and support efforts and initiatives to secure equitable access to land tenure and
clarify resource rights and responsibilities, through land and tenure reform processes that
respect the rule of law and are enshrined in national law, and provide access to credit for
all, especially women, and that enable economic and social empowerment and poverty
eradication as well as efficient and ecologically sound utilization of fand and that enable
women producers to become decision makers and owners in the sector, including the right

toinheritland;

Improve market access for goods, including goods originating from African countries, in
particular least developed countries, within the framework of the Doha Ministerial
Declaration , without prejudging the outcome of the World Trade Organization
negotiations, as well as within the framework of preferential agreements;

Provide'supp'ort for African countries to improve regional trade and economic integration
between African countries. Attract and increase investment in regional market
infrastructure;

Support livestock development programmes aimed at progressive and effective control of
animal diseases.
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68.  Achieve sound management of chemicals, with particular focus on hazardous chemicals and
wastes, inter alia, through initiatives to assist African countries in elaborating national chemical profiles

and regional and national frameworks and strategies for chemical management and establishing
chemical focal points. '

69. Bridge the digital divide and create digital opportunity in terms of access infrastructure and
technology transfer and application through integrated initiatives for Africa. Create an enabling
environment to attract investment, accelerate existing and new programmes and projects to connect
essential institutions and stimulate the adoption of information communication technologies in
government and commerce programmes and other aspects of national economic and social life.

70. Support Africa's efforts to attain sustainable tourism that contributes to social, economic and
infrastructure development through the following measures:

(a) Implementing projects at the local, national and sub regional levels, with specific
emphasis on marketing African tourism products, such as adventure tourism, ecotourism
and cultural tourism;

(b) Establishing and supporting national and cross-border conservation areas to promote
ecosystem conservation according to the ecosystem approach, and to promote
sustainable tourism; \

(©) Respecting local traditions and cultures and promoting the use of indigenous knowledge
in natural resource management and ecotourism;

(d) Assisting host communities in managing their tourism projects for maximum benefit, while
limiting negative impact on their traditions, culture and environment;

(e) Support the conservation of Africa's biological diversity, the sustainable use of its

' components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization
of genetic resources, in accordance wit h commitments that countries have under
biodiversity -related agreements to which they are parties, including such agreements as
the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, as well as regional biodiversity
agreements. '

71. Support African countries in their efforts to implement the Habitat Agenda and the Istanbul
Declaration through initiatives to strengthen national and local institutional capacities in the areas of
sustainable urbanization and human settlements, provide support for adequate shelter and basic
services and the development of efficient and effective governance systems in cities and other human
settlements and strengthen, inter alia, the joint programme on managing water for African cities of the
United Nations Human Settlements Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.

IX. Other regional initiatives

72. Important initiatives have been developed within other United Nations regions and regional, sub
regional and trans regional forums to promote sustainable development. The international community
welcomes these efforts and the results already achieved, calls for actions at all levels for their further
development, while encouraging interregional, in trans regional and international cooperation in this
respect, and expresses its support for their further development and implementation by the countries of
the regions. '



A.Sustainable developmentin Latin America and the Caribbean

73.  The Initiative of La tin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development is an undertaking
by the leaders of that region that, building on the Platform for Action on the Road to Johannesburg, 2002,*
which was approved in Rio de Janeiro in October 2001, recognizes the importance of regional actions
towards sustainable development and takes into account the region's singularities, shared visions and
cultural diversity. It is targeted towards the adoption of concrete actions in different areas of sustainable
development, such as biodiversity, water resources, vulnerabilities and sustainable cities, social aspects,
including health and poverty, economic aspects, including energy, and institutional arrangements,
including capacity-building, indicators and participation of civil society, taking into account ethics for
sustainable development.

74. The Initiative envisages the development of actions among countries in the region that may foster
South -South cooperation and may count with the support of groups of countries, as well as multilateral
and regional organizations, including financial institutions. As a framework for cooperation, the Initiative is
opento partnerships with governments and all major groups.

B. Sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific

75. Bearing in mind the target of halving the number of people who live in poverty by the year 2015, as
provided in the Millennium Declaration, the Phnom Penh Regional Platform on Sustainable Development
for Asia and the Pacfic ¥ recognized that the region contains over half of the world's population and the
largest number of the world's people living in poverty. Hence, sustainable development in the region is
critical to achieving sustainable development at the global level.

76. The Regional Platform identified seven initiatives for follow-up action: capacity -building for
sustainable development; poverty reduction for sustainable development; cleaner production and
sustainable energy; land management and biodiversity conservation; protection and management of and
access to freshwater resources; oceans, coastal and marine resources and sustainable development of
small island developing States; and action on atmosphere and climate change. Follow-up actions of
these initiatives will be taken through national strategies and relevant regional and sub regional initiatives,
such as the Regional Action Programme for Environmentally Sound and Sustainable Development and
the Kitakyushu Initiative for a Clean Environment, adopted at the Fourth Ministerial Conference on
Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific organized by the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

C.Sustainable developmentin the WestAsiaregion

77. The West Asia region is known for its scarce water and limited fertile land resources. The region
has made progress to a more knowledge -based production of higher value -added commodities.

78. The regional preparatory meeting endorsed the following priorities: poverty alleviation, relief of
debt burden; and sustainable management of natural resources, including, inter alia, integrated water
resources management, implementation of programmes to combat desertification, integrated coastal
. Zone management and land and water pollution control.

36 E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/5/Add.2.
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D. Sustainable development in the Economic Commission for Europe region

79. . The Economic Commission for Europe regional ministerial meeting for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development recognized that the region has a major role to play and responsibilities in
global efforts to achieve sustainable development by concrete actions. The region recognized that
different levels of economic development in countries of the region may require the application of different
approaches and mechanisms to implementAgenda 21. In order to address the three pillars of sustainable
development in a mutually reinforcing way, the region identified its priority actions for sustainable
development for the Economic Commission for Europe region in its Ministerial Statement to the Summit.*

80. Infurtherance of the region's commitment to sustainable development, there are ongoing efforts
at the regional, sub regional and trans regional levels, including, inter alia, the Environment for Europe
process; the fifth Economic Commission for Europe ministerial conference, to be held in Kiev in May
2003; the development of an environmental strategy for the 12 countries of Eastern Europe; the
Caucasus and Central Asia; the Central Asian Agenda 21; work of the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development on sustainable development, the European Union sustainable
development strategy; and regional and sub regional conventions and processes relevant to sustainable
development, including, inter alia, the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in
Decision -Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention), the Alpine
Convention, the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation, the International Boundary
Waters Treaty Act, the Iqaluit Declaration of the Arctic Council, the Baltic Agenda 21 and the
Mediterranean Agenda 21.

X. Means of implementation

81. The implementation of Agenda 21 and the achievement of the internationally agreed
development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration as well as in the present plan
of action, require a substantially increased effort, both by countries themselves and by the rest of the
international community, based on the recognition that each country has primary responsibility for its own
development and that the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be
overemphasized, taking fully into account the Rio principles, including, in particular, the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities, which states: -

“States shall cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect and restore the health and
integrity of the Earth's ecosystem. In view of the different contributions to global environmental
degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries
acknowledge the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit of sustainable development in
view of the pressures their societies place on the global environment and of the technologies and
financial resources they command.” The internationally agreed development goals, including those
contained in the Millennium Declaration and Agenda 21, as well as in the present plan of action, will
require significant increases in the flow of financial resources as elaborated in the Monterrey Consensus,
including through new and additional financial resources, in particular to developing countries, to support
the implementation of national policies and programmes developed by them, improved trade
opportunities, access to and transfer of environmentally sound technologies on a concessional or
preferential basis, as mutually agreed, education and awareness -raising, capacity - building and
information for decision -making and scientific capabilities within the agreed time frame required to meet
these goals and initiatives. Progress to this end will require that the international community implement
the outcomes of major United Nations conferences, such as the programmes of action adopted at the
Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries * and the Global Conference on the
- Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, and relevant international agreements
since 1992, particularly those of the International Conference on Financing for Development and the
Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization, including building on them as part of a
process of achieving sustainable development.

AN



82.  Mobilizing and increasing the effective use of financial resources and achieving the national and
international economic conditions needed to fulfil internationally agreed development goals, including
those contained in the Millennium Declaration, to eliminate poverty, improve social conditions and raise
living standards and protect our environment, will be our first step to ensuring that the twenty -first century

becomes the century of sustainable development for all.

83.  In our common pursuit of growth, poverty eradication and sustainable development, a critical
challenge is to ensure the necessary internal conditions for mobilizing domestic savings, both public and
private, sustaining adequate levels of productive investment and increasing human capacity. A crucial
task is to enhance the efficacy, coherence and consistency of macroeconomic policies. An enabling
domestic environment is vital for mobilizing domestic resources, increasing productivity, reducing capital
flight, encouraging the private sector and attracting and making effective use of international investment
and assistance. Efforts to create such an environment should be supported b y the international

community.

84. Facilitate greater flows of foreign direct investment so as to support the sustainable development
activities, including the development of infrastructure, of developing countries, and enhance the benefits
that developing countries can draw from foreign direct investment, with particular actions to:

(a) Create the necessary domestic and international conditions to facilitate significant
increases in the flow of foreign direct investment to developing countries, in particular the
least developed countries, which is critical to sustainable development, particularly
foreign direct investment flows for infrastructure development and other priority areas in
developing countries to supplement the domestic resources mobilized by them;

(b) Encourage foreign direct investment in developing countries and countries with
economies in transition through export credits that could be instrumental to sustainable

development;

85. Recognize that a substantial increase in official development assistance and other resources will
be required if developing countries are to achieve the internationally agreed development goals and
objectives, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration. To build support for official
development assistance, we will cooperate to further improve policies and development strategies, both
nationally and internationally, to enhance aid effectiveness, with actions to:

37E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/8. = -
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@) Make available the increased commitments in official development assistance
announced by several developed countries at the International Conference on Financing
for Development. Urge the developed countries that have not done so to make concrete
efforts towards the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product as official development
assistance to developing countries and effectively implement their commitment on such
assistance to the least developed countries as contained in paragraph * of the Programme
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-2010, 40 which was
adopted in Brussels on 20 May 2001. We also encourage developing countries to build on
progress achieved in ensuring that official development assistance is used effectively to
help achieve development goals and targets in accordance with the outcome of the
International Conference on Financing for Development. We acknowledge the efforts of all
donors, commend those donors whose contributions exceed, reach or are increasing
towards the targets, and underline the importance of undertaking to examine the means
and time frames for achieving the targets and goals;

(b) Encourage recipient and donor countries, as well as international institutions, to make
official development assistance more efficient- and effective for poverty eradication,
sustained economic growth and sustainable development. in this regard, intensify efforts

- by the multilateral and bilateral financial and development institutions, in accordance with

paragraph 43 of the Monterrey Consensus, in particular to harmonize their operational
procedures at the highest standards, so as to reduce transaction costs and make
disbursement and delivery of official development assistance more flexible and more
responsive to the needs of developing countries, taking into account national
development needs and objectives under the ownership of recipient countries, and to use
development frameworks that are owned and driven by developing countries and that
embody poverty reduction strategies, including poverty reduction strategy papers, as
vehicles for aid delivery, upon request.

86. Make full and effective use of existing ﬂnanbial mechanisms and institutions, including through
actions at all levels to:

(a) Strengthen ongoing efforts to reform the existing international financial architecture to
foster a transparent, equitable and inclusive system that is able to provide for the effective
participation of developing countries in the international economic decision-making
processes and institutions, as well as for their effective and equitable participation in the
formulation of financial standards and codes;

(b) Pomote, inter alia, measures in source and destination countries to improve transparency
and information about financial flows to contribute to stability in the international financial
environment. Measures that mitigate the impact of excessive volatility of short -term
capital flows are important and must be considered,

(c) Work to ensure that the funds are made available on a timely, more assured and
predictable basis to international organizations and agencies, where appropriate, for their
sustainable development activities, programmes and projects;

40 A/CONF.191/11.
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(d) Encourage the private sector, including transnational corporations, private foundations
and civil society institutions, to provide financial and technical assistance to developing

countries;
Support new and existing public/private sector financing mechanisms for developing

countries and countries with economies in transition, to benefit in particular small
entrepreneurs and small, medium-sized and community-based enterprises and to
improve their infrastructure, while ensuring the transparency and accountability of such

(e)

mechanisms.

87.  Welcome the successful and substantial third replenishment of the Global Environment Facility,
which will enable it to address the funding requirements of new focal areas and existing ones and
continue to be responsive to the needs and concerns of its recipient countries,vin particular developing
countries, and further encourage the Global Environment Facility to leverage additional funds from key
public and private organizations, improve the management of funds through more speedy and

streamlined procedures and simplify its project cycle.

88. Explore ways of generating new public and private innovative sources of finance for development
purposes, provided that those sources do not unduly burden developing countries, noting the proposal to
use special drawing rights allocations for development purposes, as set forth in paragraph 44 of the

Monterrey Consensus.

89. Reduce unsustainable debt burden through such actions as debt relief and, as appropriate, debt
cancellation and other innovative mechanisms geared to comprehensively address the debt problems of
developing countries, in particular the poorest and most heavily indebted ones. Therefore, debt relief
measures should, where appropriate, be pursued vigorously and expeditiously, including within the Paris
and London Clubs and other relevant forums, in order to contribute to debt sustainability and facilitate
sustainable development, while recognizing that debtors and creditors must share responsibility for
preventing and resolving unsustainable debt situations, and that external debt relief can play a key role in
liberating resources that can then be directed towards activities consistent with attaining sustainable
growth and development. Therefore, we support paragraphs 47 to 51 of the Monterrey Consensus
dealing with external debt. Debt relief arrangements should seek to avoid imposing any unfair burdens on
other developing countries. There should be an increase in the use of grants for the poorest, debt-
vulnerable countries. Countries are encouraged to develop national comprehensive strategies to monitor
and manage external liabilities as a key element in reducing national vulnerabilities. In this regard,

actions are requiredto:



(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(®

Implement speedily, effectively and fully the enhanced heavily indebted poor countries
(HIPC) initiative, which should be fully financed through additional resources, taking into
consideration, as appropriate, measures to address any fundamental changes in the
economic circumstances of those developing countries with unsustainable debt burden
caused by natural catastrophes, severe terms of trade shocks or affected by conflict,
taking into account initiatives which have been undertaken to reduce outstanding
indebtedness;

"Encourage participation in the HIPC initiative of all creditors that have not yet done so;

Bring international debtors and creditors together in relevant international forums to
restructure unsustainable debt in a timely and efficient manner, taking into account the
need to involve the private sector in the resolution of crises due to indebtedness, where
appropriate;

Acknowledge the problems of the debt sustainability of some non HIPC low-income
countries, in particularthose facing éxceptional circumstances;

Encourage exploring innovative mechanisms to comprehensively address the debt

problems of developing countries, including middle -income countries and countries with

economies in ftransition. Such mechanisms may include debt for sustainable
development swaps;
Encourage donor countries to take steps to ensure that resources provided for debt relief

do not detract from official development assistance resources intended for developing
countries.

90. Recognizing the major role that trade can play in achieving sustainable development and in

eradicating poverty, we encourage members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to pursue the work

f)rogramme agreed at their Fourth Ministerial Conference. In order for developing countries, especially

the least developed among them, to secure their share in the growth of world trade commensurate with

- the needs of their economic development, we urge WTO members to take the following actions:

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

Facilitate the accession of all Adeveloping countries, particularly the least developed
countries, as well as countries with economies in transition, that apply for membership in
WTO, in accordance with the Monterrey Consensus;

Support the work progrémme adopted at the Doha Ministerial Conference as an important
commitment on the part of developed and developing countries to mainstream
appropriate trade policies in their respective development policies and programmes;

Implement substantial trade -related technical assistance and capacity building measuregs
and support the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund, established after the
Doha Ministerial Conference, as an important step forward in ensuring a sound and
predictable basis for WTO-related technical assistance and capacity -building;

_ Implement the New Strategy for Technical Cooperation for Capacity Building, Growth and

Integration endorsed in the Doha Declaration;



(e) Fully support the implementation of the Integrated Framework for Trade Related
Technical Assistance to Least Developed Countries and urge development partners to
significan increase contributions to the Trust Fund for the Framework, in accordance with

the Doha Ministerial Declaration.
91. In accordance with the Doha Declaration as well as with relevant decisions taken at Doha, we are
determined to take concrete action to address issues and concerns raised by developing countries
regarding the implementation of some WTO agreements and decisions, including the difficulties and

resource constraints faced by them in fulfilling those agreements.

92. Call upon members of the World Trade Organization to fulfil the commitments made in the Doha
Ministerial Declaration, notably in terms of market access, in particular for products of export interest to
developing countries, especially least developed countries, by impvlementing the following actions, taking
into account paragraph 45 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration:

(a) Review all special and differential treatment provisions with a view to strengthening them
and making them more precise, effective and operational, in accordance with paragraph

44 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration;

(b) Aim to reduce or, as appropriate, eliminate tariffs on non agricultural products, including
the reduction or elimination of tariff peaks, high tariffs and tariff escalation, as well as non -
tariff barriers, in particular on products of export interest to developing countries. Product
coverage should be comprehensive and without a priori exclusions. The negotiations
shall take fully into account the special needs and interests of developing and least
developed countries, including through less than full reciprocity in reduction
commitments, in accordance with the Doha Ministerial Declaration;

(C) Fulfil, without prejudging the outcome of the negotiations, the commitment for
comprehensive negotiations initiated under article 20 of the Agreement on Agriculture, as
referred to in the Doha Ministerial Declaration,“‘1 aiming at substantial improvements in
market access, reductions of with a view to phasing out all forms of export subsidies, and
substantial reductions in trade -distorting domestic support, while agreeing that the
provisions for special and differential treatment for developing countries shall be an
integral part of all elements of the negotiations and shall be embodied in the schedules of
concession and commitments and, as appropriate, in the rules and disciplines to be
negotiated, so as to be operationally effective and to enable developing countries to
effectively take account of their development needs, including food security and rural
development. Take note of the non -trade concerns reflected in the negotiating proposals
submitted by members of the World Trade Organization and confirm that non-trade
concerns will be taken into account in the negotiations as provided for in the Agreement on
Agriculture, in accordance with the Doha Ministerial Declaration.

93. Call on developed countries that have not already done so to work towards the objective of duty -
free and quota -free access for all least developed countries' exports, as envisaged in the Programme of
Action for the Least Devel_oped Countries for the Decade 2001-2010.

94. Commit to actively pursue the work programme of the World Trade Organization to address the
trade -related issues and concerns affecting the fuller integration of small, vulnerable economies into the
multilateral trading system in a manner commensurate with their special circumstances and in support of
their efforts towards sustainable development, in'accordance with paragraph 35 of the Doha Declaration.
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95. Build the capacity of commodity -dependent countries to diversify exports through, inter alia,
financial and technical assistance, international assistance for economic diversification and sustainable -
resource management and address the instability of commaodity prices and declining terms of trade, as

well as strengthen the activities covered by the second account of the Common Fund for Commodities to
support sustainable development.

96.  Enhance the benefits for developing countries, as well as countries with economies in transition,
from trade liberalization, including through public private partnerships, through, inter alia, action at all

levels, including through financial support for technical assistance, the development of technology and
capacity building to developing countries to:

(a) 'Enhance trade infrastructure and strengthen institutions;

(b) Increase developing country capacity to diversify and increase exports to cope with the
instability of commaodity prices and declining terms oftrade;

(c) Increase the value added of developing country exports.

97. Continue to enhance the mutual supportiveness of trade, environment and development with a
view to achieving sustainable development through actions at all levels to:

(a) Encourage the WTO Committee on Trade and Environment and the WTO Committee on
Trade and Development, within their respective mandates, to each act as a forum to
identify and debate developmental and environmental aspects of the negotiations, in
order to help achieve an outcome which benefits sustainable development in accordance
with the commitments made under the Doha Ministerial Declaration;

(b) Support the completion of the work programme of the Doha Ministerial Declaration on
subsidies so as to promote sustainable development and enhance the environment, and
encourage reform of subsidies that have considerable negative effects on the
environment and are incompatible with sustainable development;

(c) Encourage efforts to promote cooperation on trade, environment and development,
including in the field of providing technical assistance to developing countries, between
the secretariats of WTO, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNEP, and other relevant international
environmental and development and regional organizations;

(d) Encourage the voluntary use of environmental impact assessments as an important
national-level tool to better identify trade, environment and development inter linkages.
Further encourage countries and international organizations with experience in this field
to provide technical assistance to developing countries for these purposes.

98. Promote mutual supportiveness between the multilateral trading system and the muitilateral
environmental agreements, consistent with sustainable development goals, in support of the work

programme agreed through WTO, while recognizing the importance of maintaining the integrity of both
sets of instruments.

99. Complement and support the Doha Ministerial Declaration and the Monterrey Consensus by
undertaking further action at the national, regional and international levels, including through
public/private partnerships, to enhance the benefits, in particular for developing countries as well as for
countries with economies in transition, of trade liberalization, through, inter alia, actions at all levels to:

(a) Establish and strengthen existing trade and cooperation agreements, consistent with the
multilateral trading system, with a view to achieving sustainable development;

41 A/C.2/66/2, annex, paras. 13 and 14.



(b) Support. voluntary WTO-compatible market -based initiatives for the creation and
expansion of domestic and international markets for environmentally friendly goods and
services, including organic products, which maximize environment al and developmental
benefits through, inter alia, capacity -building and technical assistance to developing

countries;

(c) support measures to simplify and make more transparent domestic regulations and
procedures that affect trade so as to assist exporters, particularly those from developing

countries.

100. Address the public health problems affecting many developing and least developed countries,
especially those resulting from HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and other epidemics, while noting the
importance of the Doha Declaration on the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS Agreement) and public health,” in which it was agreed that the TRIPS Agreement does not
and should not prevent WTO members from taking measures to protect public health. Accordingly, while
reiterating our commitment to the TRIPS Agreement, we reaffirm that the Agreement can and should be
interpreted and implemented in a manner supportive of WTO members' right to protect public health and,
in particular, to promote access to medicines for all.

101.  States should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international economic system that
would lead to economic growth and sustainable development in all countries to better address the
problems of environmental degradation. Trade policy measures for environmental purposes should not
constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international
trade. Unilateral actions to deal with environmental challenges out side the jurisdiction of the importing
country should be avoided. Environmental measures addressing trans boundary or global environmental
problems should, as far as possible, be based on aninternational consensus.

102. Take steps with a view to the avoidance of, and refrain from, any unilateral measure not in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that impedes the full achievement
of economic and social development by the population of the affected countries, in particular women and
children, that hinders their well-being or that creates obstacles to the full enjoyment of their human rights,
including the right of everyone to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being and their
right to food, medical care and the necessary social services. Ensure that food and medicine are not used
as tools for political pressure.

103.  Take further effective measures to remove obstacles to the realization of the right of peoples to
self-determination, in particular peoples living under colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to
adversely affect their economic and social development and are incompatible with the dignity and worth of
the human person and must be combated and eliminated. People under foreign occupation must be
Protected in accordance with the provisions of international humanitarian law.

104.  In accordance with the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,” this shall
not be construed as authorizing or encouraging any action which would dismember or impair, totally or in
part, the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent States conducting themselves
in compliance with the principle of equal rights and self determination of peoples and thus possessed of a
Government representing the whole people belonging to the territory without distinction of any kind.

* k k

195. _ Promot_e, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, access to and the development, transfer and
dlfoSIQﬂ ofenwronmgntal!y sound technologies and corresponding know-how, in particular to developing
countries and countries with economies in transition on favourable terms, including on concessional and

pre_ferential terms, as mutually agreed, as set out in chapter 34 of Agenda 21, including through urgent
actions atall levels to: '
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(a) Provide information more effectively;

. (b) Enhance existing national institutional capacity in developing countries to improve access
to and the development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies and
corresponding know-how;

(c) Facilitate country -driven technology needs assessments;
(d) Establish legal and regulatory frameworks in both supplier and recipient countries that
expedite the transfer of environmentally sound technologies in a cost effective manner by

both public and private sectors and support their implementation;

(e) Promote the access and transfer of technology related to early warning systems and to
mitigation programmes to developing countries affected by natural disasters.

106. Improve the transfer of technologies to developing countries, in particular at the bilateral and
regional levels, including through urgent actions at all levels to: ‘
(a) Improve interaction and collaboration, stakeholder relationships and networks between
and among universities, research institutions, government agencies and the private
sector; -

(b) Develop and strengthen networking of related institutional supp ort structures, such as

technology and productivity centres, research, training and development institutions, and
national and regional cleaner production centres;

(c) Create partnerships conducive to investment and technology transfer, development and
diffusion, to assist developing countries, as well as countries with economies in transition;
in sharing best practices and promoting programmes of assistance, and encourage
collaboration between corporations and research institutes to enhance industrial
efficiency, agricultural productivity, environmental management and competitiveness;

(d) Provide assistance to developing countries, as well as countries with economies in
transition, in accessing environmentally sound technologies that are publicly owned or in
the public domain, as well as available knowledge in the public domain on science and
technology, and in accessing the know-how and expertise required in order for them to
make independent use of this knowledge in pursuing their development goals;

(e) Support existing mechanisms and, where appropriate, establish new mechanisms for the
development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to developing
countries and economies in transition.

* k %k

107. Assist developing countries in building capacity to access a larger share of multilateral and global

research and development programmes. In this regard, strengthen and, where appropriate, create
centres for sustainable development in developing countries.

108. Build greater capacity in science and technology for sustainable development, with action to
improve collaboration and partnerships on research and development and their widespread application
among research institutions, universities, the private sector, governments, non -govern mental
organizations and networks, as well as between and among scientists and academics of developing and

developed countries, and in this regard encourage networking with and between centres of scientific
excellence in developing countries

100. Improve policy and decision -making at all levels through, inter alia, improved collaboration

between natural and social scientists, and between scientists and policy makers, including through
urgent actions at all levels to:
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(a) Increase the use of scientific knowledge and technology and increase the beneficial use of
local and indigenous knowledge in a manner respectful of the holders of that knowledge

and consistent with national law;

(b) Make greater use of integrated scientific assessments, risk assessments and
interdisciplinary and inter sectoral approaches;

(c) Continue to support and collaborate with international scientific assessments supporting
decision making, including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, with the

broad participation of developing country experts;

(d) Assist developing countries in developing and implementing science and technology
policies;

"(é) - Establish partnerships between scientific, public and private institutions, including by
integrating the advice of scientists into decision-making bodies to ensure a greater role for
science, technology developmentand engineering sectors;

(" Promote and improve science _based decision -making and reaffirm the precautionary
approach as set out in principle 15 of the’ Rio Declarationf o n, Environment and
Development, which states: “In order to, protect the ‘environment,. the. precautionary
approach shall be widely applied by States according to their capabilities: Where there
are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall-not be - -
used as a reason for postponing cost -effective measures to prevent environ‘rh'entaln'/ -

degradation.”

110.  Assist developing countries, through international cooperation, in enhancing their capacity in
their efforts to address issues pertaining to environmental protection, including in their formulation and
implementation of policies for environmental management and protection, including through urgent

actions at all levels to: B

(a) Improve their use of science and technology for environ mental mpnitoring,‘éf’s’§é§ément
models, accurate databases and integrated information systems;

(b) Promote and, where appropriate, improve their use of sateliite technologies for quality
data collection, verification and updating, and further improve aerial and ground -based
observations, in support of their efforts to collect quality, accurate, long -term, consistent
andreliable data;

(c) Set up and, where appropriate, further develop national statistical services capable of
providing sound data on science education and research and development activities that
are necessary for effective science and technology policy -making.

111. Establish regular chanels between policy makers and the scientific community to request and
receive science and technology advice for the implementation of Agenda 21 and create and strengthen
networks for science and education for. sustainable development, at all levels, with the aim of sharing
knowledge, experience and best practices and building scientific capacities, particularly in developing

countries. :

112. . Use information and communication technologies, where appropriate, as tools to increase the
frequency of communication and the sharing of experience and knowledge and to improve the quality of
and access to information and communications technology in all countries, building on the work facilitated
by the United Nations Information and Communications Technology Task Force and the efforts of other

relevantinternational and regional forums.

43 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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113.  Support publicly funded research and development entities to engage in strategic alliances for
the purpose of enhancing research and development to achieve cleaner prqductl'on and product
technologies, through, inter alia, the mobilization from all sources of adequate flnan0|al and technical
resources, including new and additional resources, and encourage the transfer and diffusion of those

technologies, in particular to developing countries.

114. Examine issues of global public interest thr_ough open, transparent and inclusive workshops to
promote a better public understanding of such questlons.

~ 115.  Further resolve to take concerted action against international terrorism, which causes serious
. obstacles to sustainable development. :

116. Education is critical for promoting sustainable development. It is therefore essential to mobilize
necessary resources, including financial resources at all levels, by bilateral and multilateral donors,
including the World Bank and the regional development banks, by civil society and by foundations, to
complement the efforts by national governments to pursue the following goals and actions

(a) Meet the Millennium development goal of achieving universal primary education,
ensuring that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete
afull course of primary schooling;

(b) Provide all children, particularly those living in rural areas and those living in poverty,
especially girls, with the access and opportunity to complete a full course of primary
education.

117.  Provide financial assistance and support to education, research, public awareness programmes
and developmental institutions in developing countries and countries with economies in transition in order
to: '

(a) Sustain their educational infrastructures and programmes, including those related to
environment and public health education;

(b) Consider means of avoiding the frequent, serious financial constraints faced by many
institutions of higher learning, including universities around the world, particularly in
developing countries and countries in transition.

118.  Address the impact of HIV/AIDS on the educational system in those countries seriously affected
by the pandemic.

119.  Allocate national and international resources for basic education as proposed by the Dakar

Framework for Action on Education for All and for improved integration of sustainable development into

education and in bilateral and multilateral development programmes, and improve integration between
_publicly funded research and development and development programmes.

120.  Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005, as provided in the Dakar
Framework for Action on Education for All, and at all levels of education no later than 2015, to meet the
development goals contained in the Millennium Declaration, with action to ensure, inter alia, equal access
to all levels and forms of education, training and capacity -building by gender mainstreaming, and by
creating a gender-sensitive educational system.

121.  Integrate sustainable development into education systems at all levels of education in order to
promote education as a key agent for change.

122.  Develop, implement, monitor and review education action plans and programmes at the national,
sub national and local levels, as appropriate, that reflect the Dakar Framework for Action on Education for
All and that are relevant to local conditions and needs leading to the achievement of community
development and make education for sustainable development a part of those plans.
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123.  Provide all community members with a wide range of formal and non formal continuing
educational opportunities, including volunteer community service programmes, In order to end illiteracy
and emphasize the importance of lifelong learning and promote sustainable development.

124. Support the use of education to promote sustainable development, including through urgent
actions atalllevels to:

(a) Integrate information and communications technology in school curriculum development
to ensure its access by both rural and urban communittes and provide ass:stance,
particularly to developing countries, inter alia, for the establishment of an appropriate

enabling environment required for such technology;

(b) Promote, as appropriate, affordable and increased access to programmes for students,
researchers and engineers from developing countries in the universities and research
institutions of developed countries in order to promote the exchange of experience and

capacity that will benefit all partners;

(c) Continue to implement the work programme of the Commission on Sustainable
Development on education for sustainable development,

(d) Recommend to the United Nations General Assembly that it consider adopting a decade
of education for sustainable development, starting in 2005

* % &

125. Enhance and accelerate human, institutional and infrastructure capacity building initiatives and
promote partnerships in that regard that respond to the specific needs of developing countries in the
context of sustainable development.

126.  Supportlocal, national, sub regional and regional initiatives with action to develop, use and adapt
knowledge and techniques and to enhance local, national, sub regional and regional centres of
excellence for education, research and training in order to strengthen the knowledge capacity of
developing countries and countries with economies in transition through, inter alia, the mobilization from
all sources of adequate financial and otherresources, including new and additional resources.

127. Provide technical and financial assistance to developing countries, including through the
strengthening of capacity -building efforts, such as the United Nations Development Programme

Capacity 21 programme, to:

(a) Assess their own capacity development needs and opportunities at the individual,
institutional and societal levels;

(b) Design programmes for capacity -building and support for local, national and community -
level programmes that focus on meeting the challenges of globalization more effectively
and attaining the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in
the Millennium Declaration;

(c) Develop the capacity of civil society, including youth, to participate, as appropriate, in
designing, implementing and reviewing sustainable development policies and strategies
atalllevels;

(d) Build and, where appropriate, strengthen national capacities for carrying out effective
implementation of Agenda 21. :
128. - Ensure access, at the national level, to environmental information and judicial and administrative
proceedings in environmental matters, as well as public participation in decision -making, so as to further
principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, taking into full account principles 5,
7 and 11 of the Declaration. '
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129. Strengthen national and regional information and statistical and analytical services relevant to
sustainable development policies and programmes, including data disaggregated by sex, age and other
factors, and encourage donors to provide financial and technical support to developing countries to
enhance their capacity to formulate policies and implement programmes for sustainabledevelopment.

130. Encourage further work on indicators for sustainable development by countries at the national

level, including integration of gender aspects, on a voluntary basis, in line with national conditions and
priorities.

131. Promote further work on indicators, in conformity with paragraph 3 of decision 9/4 of the
Commission on Sustainable Development.*

132.  Promote the development and wider use of earth observation technologies, including satellite
remote sensing, global mapping and geographic information systems, to collect quality data on
environmental impacts, land use and land use changes, including through urgent actions at all levels to:

(a) Strengthen cooperation and coordination among global observing systems and research
programmes for integrated global observations, taking into account the need for building

capacity and sharing of data from ground based observations, satellite remote sensing
and other sources among all countries;

(b) Develop information systems that make the sharing of valuable data possible, including
the active exchange of Earth observation data;

(c) Encourage initiatives and partnerships for global mapping.

133. Support countries, particularly developing countries, in their national efforts to:

(a)° Collectdatathatare accurate, long -term, consistent and reliable;

(b) Use satellite and remote -sensing technologies for data collection and further
improvement of ground -based observations;

(c) Access, explore and use geographic information by utilizing the technologies of satellite

remote sensing, satellite global positioning, mapping and geographic information
systems.

134. Support efforts to prevent and mitigate the impacts of natural disasters, including through urgent
actions at alllevels to:

(a) Provide affordable access to disaster -related information for early warning purposes;

(b) Translate available data, particularly from global meteorological observation systems, into
timely and useful products.

135. Develop and promote the wider application of environmental impact assessments, inter alia, as a
national instrument, as appropriate, to provide essential decision -support information on projects that
could cause significant adverse effects to the environment.

136. Promote and further develop methodologies at policy, strategy and project levels for sustainable
development decision -making at the local and national levels, and where relevant at the regional level. In
this regard, emphasize that the choice of the appropriate methodology to be used in countries should be

adequate to their country -specific conditions and circumstances, should be on a voluntary basis and
should conform to their development priority needs.
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XI. Institutional framework for sustainable development

137.  An effective institutional framework for sustainable development at all levels is key to the full
implementation of Agenda 21, the follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and meeting emerging sustainable development challenges. Measures aimed at
strengthening such a framework should build on the provisions of Agenda 21, as well as the Programme
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 of 1997, and the principles of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development and should promote the achievement of the mfternatlonally agreed
development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Dec[aratnon, ’gaklng into account the
Monterrey Consensus and relevant outcomes of other major United Nations conferences and
international agreements since 1992. It should be responsive to the needs of all countries, taking into
account the specific needs of developing countries including the means of implementation. It should lead
to the strengthening of international bodies and organizations dealing with sustainable development,
while respecting their existing mandates, as well as to the strengthening of relevant regional, national and

local institutions.

138. Good governance is essential for sustainable development. Sound economic policies, solid
democratic institutions responsive to the needs of the people and improved infrastructure are the basis for
sustained economic growth, poverty eradication, and employment creation. Freedom, peace and
security, domestic stability, respect for human rights, including the right to development, and the rule of
law, gender equality, market -oriented policies, and an overall commitment to just and democratic

societies are also essential and mutually reinforcing.

A. Objectives

139. Measures to strengthen institutional arrangements on sustainable development, at all levels,
should be taken within the framework of Agenda 21, * build on developments since the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development and lead to the achievement of, inter alia, the following

objectives:

(a) Strengthening commitments to sustainable development;

(b) Integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
developmentin a balanced manner;

(c) Strengthening of the implementation of Agenda 21, including through the mobilization of
financial and technological resources, as well as capacity building programmes,

particularly for developing countries;
(d) Strengthening coherence, coordination and monitoring;

(e) Promoting the rule of law and strengthening of governmental institutions:

(f) Increasing effectiveness and efficiency through limiting overlap and duplication of
activities of international organizations, within and outside the United Nations system,

based on their mandates and comparative advantages;

(9) Enhancing participation and effective involvement of civil society and other relevant
stakeholders in the implementation of Agenda 21, as well as promoting transparency and

broad public participation;
(h) Strengthening capacities for sustainable development at all levels, including the local

level, in particular those of developing countries;

(i) Strengthening international cooperation aimed at reinfor.cing the implementation of
Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit.

44 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2001, Supplement No. 9 (E/2001 129),
chap.1.B.
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B. Strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable developmentat the
internationallevel

140. The international community should:

(a)

(b)

(d)

(f)

Enhance the integration of sustainable development goals as reflected in Agenda 21 and
support for implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit into the
policies, work programmes and operational guidelines of relevant United Nations
agencies, programmes and funds, the Global Environment Facility and international
financial and trade institutions, within their mandates, while stressing that their activities
shouid take full account of national programmes and priorities, particularly those of
developing countries, as well as, where appropriate, countries with economies in
transition, to achieve sustainable development;

Strengthen collaboration within and between the United Nations system, international
financial institutions, the Global Environment Facility and the World Trade Organization,
utilizing the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination, the United
Nations Development Group, the Environment Management Group and other inter-
agency coordinating bodies. Strengthened interagency collaboration should be pursued
in all relevant contexts, with special emphasis on the operational level and involving
partnership arrangements on specific issues, to support, in particular, the efforts of
developing countries inimplementing Agenda 21;

Strengthen and better integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development policies
and programmes and promote the full integration of sustainable development objectives
into programmes and policies of bodies that have a primary focus on social issues. In
particular, the social dimension of sustainable development should be strengthened, inter
alia, by emphasizing follow up to the outcomes of the World Summit for Social
Development and its five year review, and taking into account their reports, and by support
to social protection systems;

Fully implement the outcomes of the decision on international environmental governance
adopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme at its
seventh special session “ and invite the General Assembly at its fifty -seventh session to
consider the important but complex issue of establishing universal membership for the
Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum;

Engage actively and constructively in ensuring the timely completion of the negotiations
on a comprehensive United Nations convention against corruption, mcludmg the question
of repatriation of funds illicitly acquired to countries of origin;

Promote corporate responsibility and accountability and the exchange of best practices in
the context of sustainable development, including, as appropriate, through muiti-
stakeholder dialogue, such as through the Commission on Sustainable Development,
and other initiatives;

Take concrete action to implement the Monterrey Consensus at all ievels.

45 Referencesin the present chapter to Agenda 21 are deemed toinclude Agenda 21, the
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit.
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141. Good governance at the international level is fundamental for achieving sustainable
development. In order to ensure a dynamic and enabling international economic environment, it is
important to promote global economic governance through addressing the international finance, trade,
technology and investment patterns that have an impact on the development prospects of developing
countries. To this effect, the international community should take all necessary and appropriate
measures, including ensuring support for structural and macroeconomic reform, a comprehensive
solution to the external debt problem and increasing market access for developing countries. Efforts to
reform the international financial architecture need to be sustained with greater transparency and the
effective participation of developing countries in decision -making processes. A universal, rules -based,
open, non-discriminatory and equitable multiiateral trading system, as well as meaningful trade
liberalization, can substantially stimulate development worldwide, benefiting countries at all stages of
development. .

142. A vibrant and effective United Nations system is fundamental to the promotion of international
cooperation for sustainable development and to a global economic system that works for all. To this effect,
a firm commitment to the ideals of the United Nations, the principles of international law and those
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, as well as to strengthening the United Nat ions system and
other multilateral institutions and promoting the improvement of their operations, is essential. States
should also fulfil their commitment to negotiate and finalize as soon as possible a United Nations
convention against corruption in all its aspects, including the question of repatriation of funds illicitly
acquired to countries of origin and also to promoting stronger cooperation to eliminate money laundering.

C. Role of the General Assembly

143. The General Assembly of the United Nations should adopt sustainable development as a key
element of the overarching framework for United Nations activities, particularly for achieving the
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and
should give overall political direction to the implementation ofAgenda 21 and its review.

D. Role of the Economic and Social Council

144. Pursuantto the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, the provisions of Agenda
21 regarding the Economic and Social Council and General Assembly resolutions 48/162 and 50/227,
which reaffirmed the Council as the central mechanism for the coordination of the United Nations system
and its specialized agencies and supervision of subsidiary bodies, in particular its functionai
commissions, and to promote the implementation of Agenda 21 by strengthening system-wide
coordination, the Council should:

(a) Increase its rolg in overseeing system-wide coordination and the balanced integration of
economic, social and environmental aspects of United Nations policies and programmes
aimed at promoting sustainable development;

(b).  Organize periodic consideration of sustainable development themes in regard to the
implementation of Agenda 21, including the means of implementation. Recommendations
in regard to such themes could be made by the Commission on Sustainable
Development;

(c) Make full use of its high -level, coordination, operational activities and the genéra| _
segments to effectively take into account all relevant aspects of the work of the Uniféd
Nations on sustainable development. In this context, the Council should encourage the
active participation of major groups in its high -level segment and the work of its relevant ‘
functional commissions, in accordance wit h the respective rules of procedure; '

(d) Prqmgte greater coordination, bcomplementarities, effectiveness and efficiency of
_actlvmes of its functional commissions and other subsidiary bodies that are relevant to the
implementation of Agenda 21;

46 UNEP/GCSS.VII/6, annex |.
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(e) Terminate the work of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources for Development
and transfer its work o the Commission on Sustainable Development;

H Ensure that there is a close link between the role of the Council in the follow-up to the
Summit and its role in the follow-up to the Monterrey Consensus, in a sustained and
coordinated manner. To that end, the Council should explore ways to develop
arrangements relating to its meetings with the Bretton Woods institutions and the World
Trade Organization, as s et outin the Monterrey Consensus;

(a) Intensify its efforts to ensure that gender mainstreaming is an integral part of its activities
concerning the coordinated implementation of Agenda 21. :

E. Role and function of the Commission on Sustainable Development

145. The Commission on Sustainable Development should continue to be the high level commission
on sustainable development within the United Nations system and serve as a forum for consideration of
issues related to integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development. Although the role,
functions and mandate of the Commission as set out in relevant parts of Agenda 21 and adopted in
General Assembly resolution 47/191 continue to be relevant, the Commission needs to be strengthened,
taking into account the role of relevant institutions and organizations. An enhanced role of the
Commission should include reviewing and monitoring progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and
fostering coherence of implementation, initiatives and partnerships.

146. Within that context, the Commission should place more emphasis on actions that enable
implementation at all levels, including promoting and facilitating partnerships involving Governments,
international organizations and relevant stakeholders for the implementation of Agenda 21.

147. The Commission should:

(@) Review and evaluate progress and promote further implementation of Agenda 21;

(b) Focus on the cross-sectoral aspects of specific sectoral issues and provide a forum for
better integration of policies, including through interaction among Ministers dealing with
the various dimensions and sectors of sustainable development through the high-level
segments; - '

(c) Address new challenges and opportunities related to the implerhentation of Agenda. 21;

() Focus on actions related to implementation of Agenda 21, limiting negotiations in the
sessions of the Commission to every two years;

(e) Limit the n'umber of themes addreséed in each session.

148. Ih relation to its role in facilitating implementation, the Commission should emphasize the
following:

(a) Review progress and promote the further implementation of Agenda 21. in this context,
the Commission should identify constraints on implementation and make
recommendationsto overcome those constraints;

(b) - Serve as a focal point for the discussion of partnerships that promote sustainable
development, including sharing lessons learned, progress made and best practices;

(c) Review issues related to financial assistance and transfer of technology for sustain able
development, as well as capacity-building, while making full use of existing information. In
this regard, the Commission on Sustainable Development could give consideration to
more effective use of national reports and regional experience and to this end make
appropriate recommendations; -
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(d) Provide a forum for analysis and exchange of experience on measures that assist
sustainable development planning, decision -making and the implementation of
sustainable development strategies. In this regard, the Commission could give
consideration to more effective use of national and regional reports;

(e)  Take into account significant legal developments in the field of sustainable development,
with due regard to the role of relevant intergovernmental bodies in promoting the
implementation of Agenda 21 relating to international legal instruments and mechanisms.

149.  With regard to the practical modalities and programme of work. of the Commission, specific
decisions on those issties should be taken by the Commission at its next session, when the Commission's
thematic work programme will be elaborated. In particular, the following issues should be considered:

(@) Giving a balanced consideration to implementation of all of the mandates of the Commission
contained in General Assembly resolution 47/191;

(b) Continuing to provide for more direct and substantive involvement of international
organizations and major groups in the work ofthe Commission;

(c) Give greater consideration to the scientific contributions to sustainable development
through, for example, drawing on the scientific community and encouraging national,
regional and international scientific networks to be involved in the Commission;

(d) Furthering the contribution of educators to sustainable deVeIopment, including, where
" appropriate, in the activities of the Commission;

(e) The scheduling and duration of intercessional meetings.
150. Undertake further measures to promote best practices and lessons learned in sustainable

development, and in addition promote the use of contemporary methods of data collection and
dissemination, including broader use of information technologies.

' E. Role ofinternational institutions

151.  Stress the need_ for international institutions both within and outside the United Nations system,
including international financial institutions, the World Trade Organization and the Global Environment
Facility, to enhance, within their mandates, their cooperative efforts to:

(a) rronlﬁote effective and collective support to the implementation of Agenda 21 at all
evels; : . ~

- (b) Enhance the effectiveness and coordination of international institutions to implement
Agen;ia 21, the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, relevant
sustainable development aspects of the Millennium Declaration, the Monterrey

Consensus and the outcome of the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the World Trade
Organization, held in Dohain November 2001.

152.  Request the Secretary -General of the United Nations, utilizing the United Nations System Chief
Executives Board for Coordination, including through informal collaborative efforts, to further promote
system -wide inter-agency cooperation and coordination on sustainable development, to take
appropriate measures to facilitate exchange of information, and to continue to keep the Economic and
Social Council and the Commission informed of actions being taken to implement Agenda 21.

153.  Significantly strengthen support for the capacity-building programmes of the United Nations
Development Programme for sustainable development, building on the experience gained from the
Capacity 21 programme, as important mechanisms for supporting local and national development
capacity -building efforts, in particularin developing countries.
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154. Strengthen cooperation between the United Nations Environment Programme and other United
Nations bodies and specialized agencies, the Bretton Woods institutions and the World Trade
Organization, within their mandates.

155.  The United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements,
the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, within their mandates, should strengthen their contribution to sustainable development
programmes and the implementation of Agenda 21 at all levels, particularly in the area of promoting
capacity -building.

156. To promote effective implementation of Agenda 21 at the international level, the following shouid
also be undertaken: .

(a) Streamline the international sustainable development meeting calendar and, as
appropriate, reduce the number of meetings, the length of meetings and the amount of
time spent on negotiated outcomes in favour of more time spent on practical matters
related to implementation;

(b) Encourage partnership initiatives for implementation by all relevant actors to support the
outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. In this context, further
development of partnerships and partnership follow-up should take note of the
preparatory work for the Summit;

(c) Make full use of developments in the field of information and communication technologies.

157. Strengthening of the international institutional framework for sustainable development is an
evolutionary process. It is necessary to keep relevant arrangements under review; identify gaps;
eliminate duplication of functions; and continue to strive for greater integration, efficiency and
coordination of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development aiming
atthe implementation of Agenda 21.

G. Strengthening institutional arrangements for sustainable developmentat the regional level

158.  Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the Summit should be effectively pursued at

the regional and sub regional levels, through the regional commissions and other regional and sub-
regional institutions and bodies.

159. Intraregional coordination and cooperation on sustainable development should be improved
among the regional commissions, United Nations Funds, programmes and agencies, regional
development banks and other regional and sub-regional institutions and bodies. This should include, as
appropriate, support for development, enhancement and implementation of agreed regional sustainable
development strategies and action plans, reflecting national and regionai priorities.

160. In particular, taking into account relevant provisions of Agenda 21, the regional commissions, in
collaboration with other regional and sub-regional bodies, should:

(a) Promote the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development into their
work in a balanced way, including through implementation of Agenda 21. To this end, the
regional commissions should enhance their capacity through internal action and be
provided, as appropriate, with external support;

(b) Facilitate and promote a balanced integration of the economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainable development into the work of regional, sub-regional and other
bodies, for example by facilitating and strengthening the exchange of experiences,
including national experience, best practices, case studies and partnership experience
related to the implementation ofAgenda 21;
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(a) Assist in the mobilization of technical and financial assistance, and facilitat'e.a the provision
of adequate financing for the implementation of regionally and sub-regionally agreed
sustainable development programmes and projects, including addressing the objective of
poverty eradication; ' :

(b) Continue to promote multi-stakeholder participation and encourage partnerships to
support the implementation of Agenda 21 atthe regional and sub-regional levels.

161. Regionally and sub-regionally agreed sustainable development initiatives and programmes, such
as the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and the interregional aspects of the globally
agreed Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, should
be supported. ) ,

H. Strengthening institutional frameworks for sustainable development at the nationallevel

162  establishment or strengthening of existing authorities and mechanisms necessary for policy -
making, coordination and implementation and enforcement of laws;

(a) Take immediate steps to make progress in the formulation and elaboration of national
strategies for sustainable development and begin their.implementation by 2005. To this
end, as appropriate, strategies should be supported through international cooperation,
taking into account the special needs of developing countries, in particular the least
developed countries. Such strategies, which, where applicable, could be formulated as
poverty reduction strategies that integrate economic, social and environmental aspects of
sustainable development, should be pursued in accordance with each country's national
priorities.

163. Each country has the primary responsibility for its own sustainable development, and the role of
national policies and development strategies cannot be overemphasized. All countries should promote
sustainable development at the national level by, inter alia, enacting and enforcing clear and effective
laws that support sustainable development. All countries should strengthen governmental institutions,
including by providing necessary infrastructure and by promoting transparency, accountability and fair
administrative and judicial institutions. '

164. All countries should also promote public participation, including through measures that provide
access to information regarding legislation, regulations, activities, policies and programmes. They should
also foster full public participation in sustainable development policy formulation and implementation.
Women should be able to participate fully and equally in policy formulation and decision -making.

165.  Further promote the establishment or enhancement of sustainable development councils and/or
coordination structures at the national level, including at the local level, in order to provide a high -level

focus ?ndsustainable development policies. In that context, multi-stakeholder participation should be
promoted.

166. Support efforts by all countries, particularly developing countries, as well as countries with
economies in transition, to enhance national institutional arrangements for sustainable development,
including at the local level. That could include promoting cross-sectoral approaches in the formulation of
strategies and plans for sustainable development, such as, where applicable, poverty reduction
strategies, aid coordination, encouraging participatory approaches and enhancing policy analysis,

management capacity and implementation capacity, inciuding mainstreaming a gender ivei
haseaem < pacity g g a gender perspective in all

167.  Enhance the role and capacity of local authorities as well as stakeholders inimplementing Agenda
21 and the outcomes of the Summit and in strengthening the continuing support for local Agenda 21
Programmes and associated initiatives and partnerships and encourage, in particular, partnerships
among and between local authorities and other levels of government and stakeholders to advance
sustainable development as called for in, inter alia, the HabitatA genda.¥
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l. Participation of major groups

168. Enhance partnerships between governmental and non -governmental actors, including all major

groups, as well as volunteer groups, on programmes and activities for the ‘achievement of sustainable
development at all levels.

169. Acknowledge the consideration being given to the possible relationship between environment

and human rights, including the right to development, with full and transparent participation of Member
States of the United Nations and observer States.

170.. Promote and support youth participation in programmes and activities relating to sustainable

development through, for example, supporting local youth councils or their equivalent, and by
encouraging their establishment where they do not exist.

47 A/CONF.165/14, chap. |, resolution 1, annex il.
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Rio + 20 The Future We Want

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), also known as
Rio 2012, Rio+20 or Earth Summit 2012 was the third international conference on
sustamable development aimed at reconciling the economic and environment goals of
the global community. Hosted by Brazil in Rio de Janeiro from 13 to 22 June 2012,

Rio+20 was a 20-year follow-up to the 1992 Earth Summit/ United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in the same city, and the 10th
anniversary of the 2002 World Summit on Sustalnable Development (WSSD) in

Johannesburg.

The ten day mega-summit, which culminated in a three-day high-level UN conference,
was organized by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and
included participation from 192 Un member states - including 57 Heads of State and 31
Heads of Government, Private sector companies, NGOs and other groups. The
decision to hold the conference was made by UN General Assembly Resolution
A/RES/64/236 on 24 December 2009. It was intended to be a high-level conference,
including heads of state and government or other representatives and resulting in a
focused political document designed to shape global environment policy.

The primary result of the conference was the nonbinding document, "The Future We
Want," a 49 page work paper. In it, the heads of state of the 192 governments in
attendance renewed their political commitment to sustainable development and
declared their commitment to the promotion of a sustainable future. The document
largely reaffirms previous action pians like Agenda 21. '

The important outcomes include the following:

The text include language supporting the development of Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), a set of measurable targets aimed at promoting sustainable
development globally. It is thought that the SDGs will pick up where the Millenium
Development Goals leave off and address criticism that the orlgmal Goals fail to
address the role of the environment in development.

The attempt to shore up the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in order to make it the
"leading global environmental authority” by setting forth eight key recommendations
including, strengthening its governance through universal membership, increasing its
financial resources and strengthening its engagement in key UN coordination bodies.

Nations agreed to explore alternatives to GDP as a measure of wealth that take
environmental and social factors into account in an effort to assess and pay for

‘environmental services' provided by nature, such as carbon sequestration and habitat
protection.

"
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United Nations ‘ AJCONF216/L.1

Distr.: Limited
RIO+2O 19 June 2012
United Nations Conference Original: English
on Sustainable Development
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
20-22 June 2012
Agendaitem 10
Outcome of the Conference
The future we want
1. Ourcommon vision
1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives, having met at Rio de

Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, with the full participation of civil society, renew our commitment
to sustainable development and to ensuring the promotion of an economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable future for our planet and for present and future generations.

2. Eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an indispensable

requirement for sustainable development. In this regard we are committed to freeing humanity from
poverty and hunger as a matter of urgency.

3. We therefore acknowledge the need to further mainstream sustainable development at all levels,

integrating economic, social and environmental aspects and recognizing their inter linkages, so as to
achieve sustainable developmentin allits dimensions. :

4. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting sustainable
patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing the natural resource base of
economic and social development are the overarching objectives of and essential requirements for
sustainable development. We also reaffirm the need to achieve sustainable development by promoting
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, reducing
inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social development and inclusion, and
promoting integrated and sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems that supports,
inter alia, economic, social and human development while facilitating ecosystem conservation,
regeneration and restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging challenges.

5. We reaffirm our commitment to make every effort to accelerate the achievement of the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals by 2015.

6. We recognize that people are at the centre of sustainable development and in this regard we strive
for a world that is just, equitable and inclusive, and we commit to work together to promote sustained and
inclusive economic growth, social development and environmental protection and thereby to benefit all.

7. We reaffirm that we continue to be guid'ed by the purposes and pi'inciples of the Charter of the
United Nations, with full respect for international law and its principles.
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8. We also reaffirm the importance of freedom, peace and security, respect for all human rights,
including the right to development and the right to an adequate standard of living, including the right to
food, the rule of law, gender equality, the empowerment of women and the overall commitment to just and

democratic societies for development.

9. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other
international instruments relating to human rights and international law. We emphasize the
responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to respect, protect and
promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind as to race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,

birth, disability or other status.

10. We acknowledge that democracy, good governance and the rule of law, at the national and
international levels, as well as an enabling environment, are essential for sustainable development,
including sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development, environmental protection and
the eradication of poverty and hunger. We reaffirm that to achieve our sustainable development goals we
need institutions at all levels that are effective, transparent, accountable and demaocratic.

. We reaffirm our commitment to strengthen international cooperation to address the persistent
challenges related to sustainable development for all, in particular in developing countries. In this regard,
we reaffirm the need to achieve economic stability, sustained economic growth, promotion of social equity
and protection of the environment, while enhancing gender equaiity, the empowerment of women and
equal opportunities for all, and the protection, survival and development of children to their full potential,

including through education.

12. We resolve to take urgent action to achieve sustainable development. We therefore renew our
commitment to sustainable development, assessing the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the
implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development and addressing new
and emerging challenges. We express our determination to address the themes of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, namely, a green economy in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication, and the institutional framework for sustainable development.

13. We recognize that opportunities for people to influence their lives and future, participate in
decision-making and voice their concerns are fundamental for sustainable development. We underscore
that sustainable development requires concrete and urgent action. It can only be achieved with a broad
alliance of people, governments, civil society and the private sector, all working together to secure the
future we want for present and future generations.

il. Renewing political commitment

A. Reaffirming the Rio Principles and pastaction plans

14. We recall the Stockholm Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 1972.

15. We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, including,
inter alia, the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out in principle 7 of the Rio
Declaration.
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16.  We reaffirm our commitment to fully implement the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation) and the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development of the World Summit
on Sustainable Development, the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States (Barbados Programme of Action) and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing
States. We also reaffirm our commitment to the full implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 (Istanbul Programme of Action), the Almaty
Programme of Action: Addressing the Needs of Landlocked Developing Countries within a New Global
Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation for Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries, the
political declaration on Africa's development needs, and the New Partnership for Africa's Development.
We recall as well our commitments in the outcomes of all the major United Nations conferences and
summits in the economic, social and environmental fields, including the United Nations Millennium
Declaration, the 2005 World Summit Outcome, the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference
on Financing for Development, the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development, the outcome
document of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development
Goals, the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, the key
actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

17. We recognize the importance of the three Rio conventions for advancing sustainable development
and in this regard we urge all parties to fully implement their commitments under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, in accordance with their respective principles and provisions, as well
as to take effective and concrete actions and measures at all levels and to enhance international
cooperation. ' :

18. We are determined to reinvigorate political will and to raise the level of commitment by the
international community to move the sustainable development agenda forward, through the achievement
of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. We
further reaffirm our respective commitments to other relevant internationally agreed goals in the
“economic, social and environmental fields since 1992. We therefore resolve to take concrete measures
that accelerate implementation of sustainable development commitments.

B. Advancing integration, implementation and coherence: assessing the progress to
date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on
sustainable development and addressing new and emerging challenges

19. We recognize that the 20 years since the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in 1992 have seen uneven progress, including in sustainable development and poverty
eradication. We emphasize the need to make progress in implementing previous commitments. We also
recognize the need to accelerate progress in closing development gaps between developed and
developing countries, and to seize and create opportunities to achieve sustainable development through
economic growth and diversification, social development and environmental protection. To this end, we
underscore the continued need for an enabling environment at the national and international levels, as
well as continued and strengthened international cooperation, particularly in the areas of finance, debt,
trade and technology transfer, as mutually agreed, and innovation, entrepreneurship, capacity-building,
transparency and accountability. We recognize the diversification of actors and stakeholders engaged in
the pursuit of sustainable development. In this context, we affirm the continued need for the full and
effective participation of all countries, in particular developing countries, in global decision-making.

M
(86)



20. We acknowledge that since 1992 there have been areas of insufficient progress and setbacks in the
integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development, aggravated by multiple financial,
economic, food and energy crises, which have threatened the ability of all countries, in particular
developing countries, to achieve sustainable development. In this regard, it is critical that we do not
backtrack from our commitment to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development. We also recognize that one of the current major challenges for all countries, particularly for
developing countries, is the impact from the multiple crises affecting the world today.

21.  We are deeply concerned that one in five people on this planet, or over 1 billion people, still live in
extreme poverty, and that one in seven or 14 per cent is undernourished, while public health challenges,
including pandemics and epidemics, remain omnipresent threats. In this context, we note the ongoing
discussions on human security in the General Assembly. We acknowledge that with the world's
population projected to exceed 9 billion by 2050 with an estimated two thirds living in cities, we need to
increase our efforts to achieve sustainable development and, in particular, the eradication of poverty,

hunger and preventable diseases.

22. We recognize examples of progress in sustainable development at the regional, national, sub-
national and local levels. We note that efforts to achieve sustainable development have been reflected in
regional, national and sub national policies and plans, and that Governments have strengthened their
commitment to sustainable development since the adoption of Agenda 21 through legislation and
institutions, and the development and implementation of international, regional and sub-regional

agreements and commitments.

23. We reaffirm the importance of supporting developing countries in their efforts to eradicate poverty
and promote empowerment of the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including removing barriers
to opportunity, enhancing productive capacity, developing sustainable agriculture and promoting full and
productive employment and decent work for ail, complemented by effective social policies, including
social protection floors, with a view to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including
the Millennium Development Goals.

24. We express deep concern about the continuing high levels of unemployment and
underemployment, particularly among young people, and note the need for sustainable development
strategies to proactively address youth employment at all levels. In this regard, we recognize the need for
a global strategy on youth and employment building on the work of the International Labour Organization

(ILO).

25. We acknowledge that climate change is a cross-cutting and persistent crisis and express our
concern that the scale and gravity of the negative impacts of climate change affect all countries and
undermine the ability of all countries, in particular, developing countries, to achieve sustainable
development and the Millennium Development Goals and threaten the viability and survival of nations.
Therefore we underscore that combating climate change requires urgent and ambitious action, in
accordance with the principles and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change.

26. States are strongly -urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any unilateral economic,
fman_cual ortrade measures notin accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations
that |tmpede the full achievement of economic and social development, particularly in developing
countries. - :

27. We reite.rate our commitment, expressed in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the 2005
World Summit Outcome and the outcome document of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals of 2010, to take further effective measures and actions,
in confgrm!ty with international law, to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right of self-
det_ermmatlor_w of peoples living under colonial and foreign occupation, which continue to adversely affect
their economic and social development as well as their environment, are incompatible with the dignity and
worth of the human person and must be combated and eliminated. .
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28. We reaffirm that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, this shall not be construed as

authorizing or encouraging any action against the territorial integrity or political independence of any
State.

29. We resolve to take further effective measures and actions, in conformity with international law, to
remove obstacles and constraints, strengthen support and meet the special needs of people living in
areas affected by complex humanitarian emergencies and in areas affected by terrorism.

30. We recognize that many people, especially the poor, depend directly on ecosystems for their
livelihoods, their economic, social and physical well-being, and their cultural heritage. For this reason, itis
essential to generate decent jobs and incomes that decrease disparities in standards of living in order to
better meet people's needs and promote sustainable livelihoods and practices and the sustainable use of
natural resources and ecosystems. '

31. We emphasize that sustainable development must be inclusive and people centred, benefiting and
involving all people, including youth and children. We recognize that gender equality and the
empowerment of women are important for sustainable development and our common future. We reaffirm
our commitments to ensure women's equal rights, access and opportunities for participation and
leadership inthe economy, society and political decision-making.

32. We recognize that each country faces specific challenges to achieve sustainable development and
we underscore the special challenges facing the most vulnerable countries and in particular African
countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing
States, as well as the specific challenges facing the middle-income countries. Countries in situations of
conflict also need special attention.

33. We reaffirm our commitment to take urgent and concrete action to address the vulnerability of small
island developing States, including through the sustained implementation of the Barbados Programme of
Action and the Mauritius Strategy, and underscore the urgency of finding additional solutions to the major
challenges facing small island developing States in a concerted manner so as to support them in
sustaining momentum realized in implementing the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius
Strategy and achieving sustainable development.

34. We reaffirm that the Istanbul Programme of Action outlines the priorities of least developed countries
for sustainable development and defines a framework for renewed and strengthened global partnership
to implement them. We commit to assist the least developed countries with the implementation of the
Istanbul Programme of Action as well as in their efforts to achieve sustainable development.

35. We recognize that more attention should be given to Africa and the implementation of previously
agreed commitments related to its development needs that were made at major United Nations summits
and conferences. We note that aid to Africa has increased in recent years. However, it still lags behind
commitments that were previously made. We underscore the key priority for the international community
of supporting Africa's sustainable development efforts. In this regard, we recommit to fully implement the
internationally agreed commitments related to Africa's development needs, particularly those contained
in the United Nations Millennium Declaration, the United Nations Declaration on the New Partnership for
Africa's Development, the Monterrey Consensus, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and the
2005 World Summit Outcome, as well as the 2008 political declaration onAfrica's development needs.
[

36. We recognize the serious constraints to achieving sustainable development in all its three
dimensions in landlocked developing countries. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to address the
special development needs and the challenges faced by landlocked developing countries through the full,
timely and effective implementation of the Aimaty Programme of Action as contained in the declaration on
the midterm review of the Aimaty Programme of Action.

37. We recognize the progress made by middle-income countries in improving the weli-being of their
people, as well as the specific development challenges they face in their efforts to eradicate poverty,
reduce inequalities and achieve their development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,
and to achieve sustainable development in a comprehensive manner integrating the economic, social
and environmental dimensions. We reiterate that these efforts should be adequately supported by the
international community, in various forms, taking into account the needs and the capacity to mobilize
domestic resources of these countries.
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38.  We recognize the need for broader measures of progress to complement gross domestic prpdyct
in order to better inform policy decisions, and in this regard we request the United Nations Statistical
Commission, in consultation with relevant United Nations system entities and other relevant
organizations, to launch a programme of workin this area building on existing initiatives.

39.  We recognize that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home and that “Mother Earth” is a
common expression in a number of countries and regions, and we note that some countries recognize the
rights of nature in the context of the promotion of sustainable development. We are convinced that in
order to achieve a just balance among the economic, social and environmental needs of present and

future generations, itis necessary to promote harmony with nature.

40. We call for holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable development that will guide
humanity to live in harmony with nature and lead to efforts to restore the health and integrity of the Earth's

ecosystem.

41. We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world and recognize that all cultures and
civilizations can contribute to sustainable development.

C. Engaging major groups and other stakeholders

42, We reaffirm the key role of all levels of government and legislative bodies in promoting sustainable
development. We further acknowledge efforts and progress made at the local and sub-national levels,
and recognize the important role that such authorities and communities can play in implementing
sustainable development, including by engaging citizens and stakeholders and providing them with
relevant information, as appropriate, on the three dimensions of sustainable development. We further
acknowledge the importance of involving all relevant decision makers in the planning and implementation
of sustainable development policies.

43. We underscore that broad public participation and access to information and judicial and
administrative proceedings are essential to the promotion of sustainable development. Sustainable
development requires the meaningful involvement and active participation of regional, national and sub-
national legislatures and judiciaries, and all major groups: women, children and youth, indigenous
peoples, non-governmental organizations, local authorities, workers and trade unions, business and
industry, the scientific and technological community, and farmers, as well as other stakeholders, including
local communities, volunteer groups and foundations, migrants and families as well as older persons and
persons with disabilities. In this regard, we agree to work more closely with the major groups and other .
stake_holders and encourage their active participation, as appropriate, in processes that contribute to
declilsllon-lrnakmg, planning and implementation of policies and programmes for sustainable development
at all levels.

44. We acknowledge the role of civil society and the importance of enabling all members of civil society
to be actively engaged in sustainable development. We recognize that improved participation of civi
society depends upon, inter alia, strengthening access to information and building civil society capacit
and an enabling environment. We recognize that information and communications technology i
facilitating the flow of information between governments and the public. In this regard, it is essential ts
work towards improved access to information and communications technology, especially broadbant
networks and services, and bridge the digital divide, recognizing the contribution of internationz
cooperation inthis regard.

45. We underscore that women have a vital role to play in achieving sustainable development. We
recognize the leadership role of women and we.resolve to promote gender equality and the
empowerment of women and to ensure their full and effective participation in sustainable development
policies, programmes and decision-making at all levels. :

46. We acknowledge that the implementation of sustainable development will depend on the active
engagement of both the public and the private sectors. We recognize that the active participation of the
private sector can contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, including through the
important tool of public-private partnerships. We support national regulatory and policy frameworks that
enable business and industry to advance sustainable development initiatives, taking into account the
Importance of corporate social responsibility. We call on the private sector to engage in responsible
business practices, such as those promoted by the United Nations Global Compact.
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47. We acknowledge the importance of corporate sustainability reporting and encourage companies,
where appropriate, especially publicly listed and large companies, to consider integrating sustainability
information into their reporting cycle. We encourage industry, interested governments and relevant
stakeholders with the support of the United Nations system, as appropriate, to develop models for best
practice and facilitate action for the integration of sustainability reporting, taking into account experiences
from already existing frameworks and paylng particular attention to the needs of developing countries,
including for capacity building.

48. Werecognize the important contribution of the scientific and technological community to sustainable
development. We are committed to working with and fostering collaboration among the academic,
scientific and technological community, in particular in developing countries, to close the technological

gap between developing and developed countries and strengthen the science-policy
Interface as well as to foster international research collaboration on sustainable development.

49. We stress the importance of the participation of indigenous peoples in the achievement of
sustainable development. We also recognize the importance of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the context of global, regional, national and sub-national implementation
of sustainable development strategies.

50. We stress the importance of the active participation of young people in decision-making processes,
as the issues we are addressing have a deep impact on present and future generations, and as the
contribution of children and youth is vital to the achievement of sustainable development. We also
recognize the need to promote intergenerational dialogue and solidarity by recognizing their views.

51. We stress the importance of the participation of workers and trade unions in the promotion of
sustainable development. As the representatives of working people, trade unions are important partners
in facilitating the achievement of sustainable development, in particular the social dimension.
Information, education and training on sustainability at all levels, including in the workplace, are key to
strengthening the capacity of workers and trade unions to support sustainable development.

52. We recognize that farmers, including small-scale farmers and fisherfolk, pastoralists and foresters,
can make important contributions to sustainable development through production activities that are
environmentally sound, enhance food security and the livelihood of the poor, and invigorate production
and sustained economic growth.

53. We note the valuable contributions that non-governmental organizations could and do make in
promoting sustainable development through their well-established and diverse experience, expertise
and capacity, especially in the area of analysis, sharing of information and knowledge, promotion of
dialogue and support of implementation of sustainable development.

54. We recognize the central role of the United Nations in advancing the sustainable development
agenda. We acknowledge as well, in this regard, the contributions of other relevant international
organizations, including international financial institutions and multilateral development banks, and
stress the importance of cooperation among them and with the United Nations, within their respective
mandates, recognizing their role in mobilizing resources for sustainable development.

55. We commit ourselves to reinvigorating the global partnership for sustainable development that we
launched in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. We recognize the need to impart new momentum to our cooperative
pursuit of sustainable development, and commit to work together with major groups and other
stakeholders in addressing implementation gaps.

lil. ~ Greeneconomy inthe context of sustainable development and poverty eradication

56. We affirm that there are different approaches, visions, models and tools available to each country, in
accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, to achieve sustainable development inits three
dimensions which is our overarching goal. In this regard, we consider green economy in the context of
sustainable development and poverty eradication as one of the important tools available for achieving
sustainable development and that it could provide options for policymaking but should not be a rigid set of
rules. We emphasize that it should contribute to eradicating poverty as well as sustained economic
growth, enhancing social inclusion, improving human weifare and creating opportunities for employment
and decent work for all, while maintaining the healthy functioning of the Earth's ecosystems.
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57 We affirm that policies for green economy in the context of sustainaple' development and poverty
erédication should be guided by and in accordance with all the Rio Prmcnples., Agenqa 21 and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and contribute towards achieving relevant internationally agreed

development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals.

58. We affirm that green economy policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty

eradication should: _ .
(a) Be consistent with international law;

(b) Respect each country's national sovereignty over their natural resources taking into
account its national circumstances, objectives, responsibilities, priorities and policy space
with regard to the three dimensions of sustainable development;

(c) Be supported by an enabling environment and well-functioning institutions at all levels with
a leading role for governments and with the participation of all relevant stakeholders,

including civil society;

(d) Promote sustained and inclusive economic growth, foster innovation and provide
opportunities, benefits and empowerment for all and respect of all human rights;

(e) Take into account the needs of developing countries, particularly those in special situations;

)] Strengthen international cooperation, including the provision of financial resources,
capacity-building and technology transfer to developing countries; -

(9) Effectively avoid unwarranted conditionalities on official development assistance (ODA)
and finance;

(h) Not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction
on international trade, avoid unilateral actions to deal with environmental challenges
outside the jurisdiction of the importing country, and ensure that environmental measures
addressing transboundary or global environmental problems, as far as possible, are based
on aninternational consensus; '

(i) Contribute to closing technology gapé between developed and developing countries and
reduce the technological dependence of developing countries using all appropriate
measures; -

) Enhance the welfare of indigenous peoples and their communities, other local and

traditional communities and ethnic minorities, recognizing and supporting their identity,
culture and interests, and avoid endangering their cultural heritage, practices and
traditional knowledge, preserving and respecting non-market approaches that contribute to
the eradication of poverty; ' '

(k) Enhance the welfare of women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, smallholder and
subsistence farmers, fisherfolk and those working in small and medium-sized enterprises,
and improve the livelihoods and empowerment of the poor and vulnerable groups in
particularin developing countries:

() Mobilize the full potential and ensure the equal contribution of both women and men;

(m)  Promote productive activities in developing countries that contribute to the eradication of
poverty;

(n) Address the concern about inequalities and promote social inclusion, including social
protectionfloors;

(0) Promote Sustainable consumption and production patterns;

(P)  Continue efforts to strive for inclusive, equitable development approaches to overcome
poverty and inequality.
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59. We view the implementation of green economy policies by countries that seek to apply them for
the transition towards sustainable development as a common undertaking, and we recognize that each
country can choose an appropriate approach in accordance with national sustainable development
plans, strategies and priorities.

60. We acknowledge that green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty
eradication will enhance our ability to manage natural resources sustainably and with lower negative
environmental impacts, increase resource efficiency and reduce waste.

61. We recognize that urgent action on unsustainable patterns of production and consumption where
they occur remains fundamental in addressing environmental sustainability and promoting conservation
and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystems, regeneration of natural resources and the promotion
of sustained, inclusive and equitable global growth.

62. We encourage each country to consider the implementation of green economy policies in the
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, in a manner that endeavours to drive
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth and job creation, particularly for women, youth and
the poor. Inthis respect, we note the importance of ensuring that workers are equipped with the necessary
skills, including through education and capacity-building, and are provided with the necessary social and
health protections. In this regard, we encourage all stakeholders, including business and industry, to
contribute, as appropriate. We invite governments to improve knowledge and statistical capacity on job
trends, developments and constraints and integrate relevant data into national statistics, with the support
of relevant United Nations agencies within their mandates. '

63. We recognize the importance of the evaluation of the range of social, environmental and economic
factors and encourage, where national circumstances and conditions allow, their integration into
decision-making. We acknowledge that it will be important to take into account the opportunities and
challenges, as well as the costs and benefits, of green economy policies in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication, using the best available scientific data and analysis. We
acknowledge that a mix of measures, including regulatory, voluntary and others applied at the national
level and consistent with obligations under international agreements, could promote green economy in
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. We reaffirm that social policies are vital
to promoting sustainable development.

64. We acknowledge that involvement of all stakeholders and their partnerships, networking and
experience-sharing at all levels could help countries to learn from one another in identifying appropriate
sustainable development policies, including green economy policies. We note the positive experiences in
some countries, including in developing countries, in adopting green economy policies in the context of
sustainable development and poverty eradication through an inclusive approach and welcome the
voluntary exchange of experiences as well as capacity-building in the different areas of sustainable
development. '

65. We recognize the power of communications technologies, including connection technologies and
innovative applications, to promote knowledge exchange, technical cooperation and capacity-building for
sustainable development. These technologies and applications can build capacity and enable the sharing
of experiences and knowledge in the different areas of sustainable development in an open and
transparent manner.

66. Recognizing the importance of linking financing, technology, capacity building and national needs
for sustainable development policies, including green economy in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication, we invite the United Nations system, in cooperation with relevant
donors and international organizations, to coordinate and provide information upon request on:

(@)  Matching interested countries with the partners that are best suited to provide requested
support; :

(b) Toolboxes and/or best practices in applying policies on green economy in the context of
sustainable development and poverty eradication at all levels;

(c) Models or good examples of policies on green economy in the context of sustainable
~ development and poverty eradication;
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(d) Methodologies for evaluation of policies on green economy in the context of sustainable .
development and poverty eradication;

(e) Existing and emerging platforms that contribute in this regard.

67. We underscore the importance of governments taking a leadership role in developing policies
and strategies through an inclusive and transparent process. We also take note of the efforts of those
countries, including developing countries, that have already initiated processes to prepare national green
economy strategies and policies in support of sustainable development. '

68. We invite relevant stakeholders, including the United Nations regional commissions, United
Nations organizations and bodies, other relevant intergovernmental and regional organizations,
international financial institutions and major groups involved in sustainable development, according to
their respective mandates, to support developing countries upon request to achieve sustainable
development, including through, inter alia, green economy policies in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication, in particular in least developed countries.

69. We also invite business and industry as appropriate and in accordance with national legislation to
contribute to sustainable development and to develop sustainability strategies that integrate, inter alia,

green economy policies.

70. We acknowledge the role of cooperatives and microenterprises in contributing to social inclusion and
poverty reduction in particular in developing countries.

- 71. We encourage existing and new partnerships, including public-private partnerships, to mobilize
public financing complemented by the private sector, taking into account the interests of local and
indigenous communities when appropriate. In this regard, governments should support initiatives for
sustainable development, including promoting the contribution of the private sector to support green
economy policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication.

72. We recognize the critical role of technology as well as the importance of promoting innovation, in
particular in developing countries. We invite governments, as appropriate, to create enabling frameworks
that foster environmentally sound technology, research and development, and innovation, including in
support of green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication.

73. We emphasize the importance of technology transfer to developing countries and recall the
provisions on technology transfer, finance, access to information, and intellectual property rights as
agreed inthe Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, in particular its call to promote, facilitate and finance,
as appropriate, access to and the development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound
technologies and corresponding know-how, in particular to developing countries, on favourable terms,
including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed. We also take note of the further
evolution of discussions and agreements on these issues since the adoption of the Johannesburg Plan of
implementation.

74. We recognize that the efforts of developing éountries that choose to implement green economy
policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication should be supported through
technical and technological assistance. '

IV. Institutional framework for sustainable development
A. Strengthen_ing the three dimensions of sustainable development

75. We underscore the importance of a strengthened institutional framework for sustainable
development which responds coherently and effectively to current and future challenges and efficiently
bridges gaps in the implementation of the sustainable development agenda. The institutional framework
for sustainable development should integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development in a
balqnced manner and enhance implementation by, inter alia, strengthening coherence, coordination,
avoiding duplication of efforts and reviewing progress in implementing sustainable development. We also .
reaffirm that the framework should be inclusive, transparent and effective and that it should find common
solutions related to global challenges to sustainable development. |
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76. \We recognize that effective governance at the local, subnational, national, regional and global levels
representing the voices and interests of all is critical for advancing sustainable development. The
strengthening and reform of the institutional framework should not be an end in itself, but a means to
achieve sustainable development. We recognize that an improved and more effective institutional
framework for sustainable development at the international level should be consistent with the Rio
Principles, build on Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and its objectives on the
institutional framework for sustainable development, contribute to the implementation of our
commitments in the outcomes of United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social,
environmental and related fields and take into account national priorities and the development strategies
and priorities of developing countries. We therefore resolve to strengthen the |nst|tut|onal framework for
sustainable development whichwill, inter alia: .

(a) Promote the balanced integration of the three dimensions ofsUstainabIe development;

(b) Bebased on an action- and result-oriented approach giving due regard to all relevant cross-
~ cutting issues with the aim to contribute to the implementation of sustainable development;

(¢) Underscore the importance of inter linkages among key issues and challenges and the need
for a systematic approach to them at all relevant levels;

(d) Enhance coherence, reduce fragmentation and overlap and increase effectiveness,
efficiency and transparency, while reinforcing coordination and cooperation;

(e) Promote full and effective participation of all countries in decision making processes;

() Engage high-level political leaders, provide policy guidance and identify specific actions to
promote effective implementation of sustainable development, including through voluntary
sharing of expenences andlessons learned;

(g) Promote the science-policy interface through inclusive, evidence-based and transparent

: scientific assessments, as well as access to reliable, relevant and timely data in areas
related to the three dimensions of sustainable development, building on existing
mechanisms, as appropriate; in this regard, strengthen participation of all countries in
international sustainable development processes and capacity-building especially for
developing countries, including in conducting their own monitoring and assessments;

(h) Enhance the participation and effective engagement of civil society and other relevant
stakeholders in the relevant international forums and in this regard promote transparency
and broad public participation and partnerships to implement sustainable development;

(i) Promote the review and stocktaking of progress in the implementation of all sustainable
development commitments, including commitments related to means ofimplementation.

B. Strengthening intergovernmental arrangeménts for sustainable development

77. We acknowledge the vital importance of an inclusive, transparent, reformed, strengthened and
effective multilateral system in order to better address the urgent global challenges of sustainable
development today, recognizing the universality and central role of the United Nations and reaffirming our
commitment to promote and strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations system.

78. We underscore the need to strengthen United Nations system-wide coherence and coordination,
while ensuring appropriate accountability to Member States, by, inter alia, enhancing coherence in
reporting and reinforcing cooperative efforts under existing inter-agency mechanisms and strategies to
advance the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development within the United Nations
system, including through exchange of information among its agencies, funds and programmes, and also
with the international financial institutions and other relevant organizations such as the World Trade
Organization (WTO), within their respective mandates.
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79. We emphasize the need for an improved and more effective institutional framework for sustainable
development which should be guided by the specific functions required and_mar)dates involved; addrgss
the shortcomings of the current system; take into account all relevant implications; promote synergies
and coherence; seek to avoid duplication and eliminate unnecessary overlaps within the United Nations
system; and reduce administrative burdens and build on existing arrangements.

General Assembly

80. We reaffirm the role and authority of the General Assembly on global matters of concern to the
international community, as set outin the Charter. -

81. We further reaffirm the central position of the General Assembly as the chief deliberative,
policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. In this regard, we call for the Assembly to
further integrate sustainable development as a key element of the overarching framework for United
Nations activities and adequately address sustainable development in its agenda setting, including

through periodic high-level dialogues.

- Economic and Social Council

82. We reaffirm that the Economic and Social Council is a principal body for policy review, policy
dialogue and recommendations on issues of economic and social development and for the follow-up to
the Millennium Development Goals and is a central mechanism for the coordination of the United Nations
system and supervision fAgenda 21 by strengthening system-wide coherence and coordination. We also
reaffirm the major role the Council plays in the overall coordination of funds, programmes and specialized
agencies, ensuring coherence among them and avoiding duplication of mandates and activities.

83. We commit to strengthen the Economic and Social Council within its mandate under the Charter,
as a principal organ in the integrated and coordinated follow-up of the outcomes of all major United
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, environmental and related fields, and
recognize its key role in achieving a balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable
development. We look forward to the review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution 61/16
on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council.

High-level political forum

84. We decide to establish a universal intergovernmental high-level political forum, building on the
strengths, experiences, resources and inclusive participation modalities of the Commission on
Sustainable Development, and subsequently replacing the Commission. The high-level political forum
shall follow up on the implementation of sustainable development and should avoid overlap with existing
structures, bodies and entities in a cost-effective manner.

85. The high-level forum could:

(a) Provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations for sustainable
development; v

(b) Enhance integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development in a holistic and
: cross-sectoral manner at all levels; ' .

(c) Provide a dynamic platform for regular dialogue, and for stocktaking and agenda setting to
advance sustainable development;

(d) Have_ a focused, dynamic and action-oriented agenda, ensuring the appropriate
consideration of new and emerging sustainable development challenges;

(e) Follow up and review progress in the implementation of sustainable development
commitments contained in Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the
Barbados Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and the outcome of the present

_ Conference.ar_\d, as appropriate, relevant outcomes of other United Nations summits and
conferences, including the outcome of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the
Least Developed Countries, as well as their respective means of implementation;
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)] Encourage high-level system-wide participation of United Nations agencies, funds and
programmes and invite to participate, as appropriate, other relevant multilateral financial
and trade institutions and treaty bodies, within their respective mandates and in
accordance with United Nations rules and provisions;

(9) Improve coo'peration and coordination within the United Nations system on sustainable
development programmes and policies;

(h) Promote transparency and implementation through further enhancing the consultative
role and participation of major groups and other relevant stakeholders at the international
level in order to better make use of their expertise, while retaining the intergovernmental
nature of discussions;

(i) Promote the sharing of best practices and experiences relating to the implementation of
sustainable development and, on a voluntary basis, facilitate sharing of experiences,
including successes, challenges and lessons learned;

)] Promote system-wide coherence and coordination of sustainable development policies;
(k) Strengthen the science-policy interface through review of documentation bringing

together dispersed information and assessments, including in the form of a global
sustainable development report, building on existing assessments;

0] Enhance evidence-based decision-making at all levels and contribute to strengthening
ongoing efforts of capacity-building for data collection and analysis in developing
countries. '

86. We decide to launch an intergovernmental and open, transparent and inclusive negotiation

process under the General Assembly to define the format and organizational aspects of the high-level
forum with the aim of convening the first high-level forum at the beginning of the sixty-eighth session of the
Assembly. We will also consider the need for promoting intergenerational solidarity for the achievement of
sustainable development, taking into account the needs of future generations, including by inviting the
Secretary-General to present a report on this issue.

C. Environmental pillar in the context of sustainable development

87. We reaffirm the need to strengthen international environmental governance within the context of
the institutional framework for sustainable development, in order to promote a balanced integration of the
economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development as well as coordination
within the United Nations system.

88. We are committed to strengthening the role of the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) as the leading global environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda,
promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable development
within the United Nations system and serves as an authoritative advocate for the global environment. We
reaffirm resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972 which established UNEP and other relevant
resolutions that reinforce its mandate, as well as the 1997 Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of
UNEP and the 2000 Malmé Ministerial Declaration. In this regard, we invite the General Assembly, at its
sixty-seventh session, to adopt a resolution strengthening and upgrading UNEP in the following manner:

(a) Establish universal membership in the Governing Council of UNEP, as well as other
measures to strengthen its governance as well its responsiveness and accountability to
Member States; '

(b) Have secure, stable, adequaté and increased financial resources from the regular budget
ofthe United Nations and voluntary contributions to fulfil its mandate;

(c) Enhance the voice of UNEP and its ability to fulfil its coordination mandate within the
United Nations system by strengthening UNEP engagement in key United Nations
coordination bodies and empowering UNEP to lead efforts to formulate United Nations

system-wide strategies on the environment;
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(d) Promote a strong science-policy interface, building on existing international instruments,
. assessments, panels and information networks, including the Global Environment
" Outlook, as one of the processes aimed at bringing together information and assessment

to support informed decision-making;

(e) Disseminate and share evidence-based environmental information and raise public
awareness on critical as well as emerging environmental issues;

(f) Provide capacity-building to countries, as well as support and facilitate access to
technology;

(9) Progressively consolidate headquarters functions in Nairobi, as well as strengthen its
regional presence, in order to assist countries, upon request, in the implementation of their
national environmental policies, collaborating closely with other relevant entities of the
United Nations system;

(h) Ensure the active participation of all relevant stakeholders drawing on best practices and
models from relevant multilateral institutions and exploring new mechanisms to promote
transparency and the effective engagement of civil society.

89. We recognize the significant contributions to sustainable development made by the multilateral
environmental agreements. We acknowledge the work already undertaken to enhance synergies among
the three conventions in the chemicals and waste cluster (the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Poliutants). We encourage parties to
multilateral environmental agreements to consider further measures, in these and other clusters, as
appropriate, to promote policy coherence at all relevant levels, improve efficiency, reduce unnecessary
overlap and duplication, and enhance coordination and cooperation among the multilateral
environmental agreements, including the three Rio conventions, as well as with the United Nations
system in the field.

90. We stress the need for the continuation of a regular review of the state of the Earth's changing
environment and its impact on human well-being and, in this regard, we welcome such initiatives as the
Global Environment Outlook process aimed at bringing together environmental information and
assessments and building national and regional capacity to support informed decision-making

D. International financial institutions and United Nations operational activities

91. We recognize that sustainable development should be given due consideration by the
programmes, funds and specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other relevant entities
such as international financial institutions and the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, in accordance with their respective existing mandates. In this regard, we invite them to
further enhance mainstreaming of sustainable development in their respective mandates, programmes,
strategies and decision-making processes, in support of the efforts of all countries, in particular
developing countries, in the achievement of sustainable development.

92.  We reaffirm the importance of broadening and strengthening the participation of developing
countries in international economic decision-making and norm setting, and in this regard, take note of
recent important decisions on reform of the governance structures, quotas and voting rights of the Bretton
Woods institutions, better reflecting current realities and enhancing the voice and participation of
developing countries, and reiterate the importance of-the reform of the governance of those institutions in
order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and legitimate institutions.
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93.  We call for the further mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustainable development
throughout the United Nations system, and request the Secretary General to report to the General
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, on the progress made in this regard. We also call for
and recognize the importance of the strengthening of policy coordination within key structures .of the
Secretariat of the United Nations so as to ensure system-wide coherence in support of sustainable
development, while ensuring accountability to Member States.

94, We invite the governing bodies of the funds, programmes and specialized agencies of the unlted
Nations development system to consider appropriate measures for integrating the social, economic and
environmental dimensions across the operational activities of the United Nations system. We also
emphasize that increasing the financial contributions to the United Nations development system is key to
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development _QoaIS,
and in this regard we recognize the mutually reinforcing links among increased effectiveness, efficiency
and coherence of the United Nations development system, achieving concrete results in assisting
developing countries in eradicating poverty and achieving sustained economic growth and sustainable
development. :

95. We emphasize the need to strengthen operational activities for development of the United
Nations system in the field that are well aligned with national sustainable development priorities of
developing countries. In this regard, we emphasize that the fundamental characteristics and principles of
United Nations operational activities set forth in the relevant General Assembly resolutions provide the
overarching framework for all matters pertaining to the United Nations development assistance
operations in the field. We recognize the importance of strengthening United Nations system
coordination. We look forward to receiving the outcome ofthe independent evaluation of the Delivering as
one initiative.

96. We call on the United Nations system to improve the management of facilities and operations, by
taking into account sustainable development practices, building on existing efforts and promoting cost
effectiveness, and in accordance with legislative frameworks, including financial rules and regulations,
while maintaining accountability to Member States.

E. Regional, national, subnational and local levels

97. We acknowledgé the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable development. Regional
frameworks can complement and facilitate effective translation of sustainable development policies into
concrete action at the national level. ‘

98. We encourage regional, national, subnational and local authorities as appropriate to develop and
utilize sustainable development strategies as key -instruments for guiding decision-making and
implementation of sustainable development at all levels, and in this regard we recognize that integrated
social, economic and environmental data and information, as well as effective analysis and assessment
ofimplementation, is important in decision-making processes.

99. We encourage action at the regional, national, subnational and local levels to promote access to
information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters, as appropriate.
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100. We emphasize that regional and subregional organizations, including the United Nations regional
commissions and their subregional offices, have a significant role to play in promoting a balanced
integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development in their
respective regions. We underscore the need to support these institutions, including through the United
Nations system, in the effective operationalization and implementation of sustainable development, and
to facilitate institutional coherence and harmonization of relevant development policies, plans and
programmes. In this regard, we urge these institutions to prioritize sustainable development through, inter
alia, more efficient and effective capacity-building, development and implementation of regional
agreements and arrangements as appropriate, and exchange of information, best practices and lessons
learned. We also welcome regional and cross-regional initiatives for sustainable development. We
furthermore recognize the need to ensure effective linkage among global, regional, subregional and
national processes to advance sustainable development. We encourage the enhancement of the United
Nations regional commissions and their subregional offices in their respective capacities to support

Member States in implementing sustainable development. '

101.  We underline the need for more coherent and integrated planning and decision making at the
national, subnational and local levels as appropriate and, to this end, we call on countries to strengthen
national, subnational and/or local institutions or relevant multi-stakeholder bodies and processes, as
appropriate, dealing with sustainable development, including to coordinate on matters of sustainable
development and to enable effective integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development.

102.  We welcome regional and cross-regional initiati'ves for sustainable development, such as the
Green Bridge Partnership Programme, which is voluntary and open for participation by all partners.

103. We underscore the need to ensure long-term political commitment to sustainable development
taking into account national circumstances and priorities and, in this regard, we encourage all countries to
undertake the necessary actions and measures to achieve sustainable development.

Iv. Framework for action and follow-up

A. Thematic areas and cross-sectoral issues

104.  Werecognize that in order to achieve the objective of the Conference, namely to secure renewed
political commitment for sustainable development, as well as to address the themes of a green economy
in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication and the institutional framework for
sustainable development, we commit to address remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes
of the major summits on sustainable development, to address new and emerging challenges and to seize
new opportunities through the actions enumerated below in this framework for action, supported as
appropriate through provision of means of implementation. We recognize that goals, targets and
indicators, including where appropriate gender-sensitive indicators, are valuable in measuring and
accelerating progress. We further note that progress in the implementation of the actions stipulated below
can be enhanced by voluntarily sharing information, knowledge and experience.
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Poverty eradication

105. We recognize that, three years from the 2015 target date of the Millennium Development Goals,
while there has been progress in reducing poverty in some regions, this progress has been uneven and
the number of people living in poverty in some countries continues to increase, with women and children

constituting the majority of the most affected groups, especially in the least developed countries and
particularly in Africa.

106. We recognize that sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth in developing countries is
a key requirement for eradicating poverty and hunger and achieving the Millennium Development Goals.
In this regard, we emphasize that national efforts of developing countries should be complemented by an
enabling environment aimed at expanding the development opportunities of developing countries. We
also emphasize the need to accord the highest priority to poverty eradication within the United Nations
development agenda, addressing the root causes and challenges of poverty through integrated,
coordinated and coherent strategies at all levels.

107. We recognize that promoting universal access to social services can make an important
contribution to consolidating and achieving development gains. Social protection systems that address
" and reduce inequality and social exclusion are essential for eradicating poverty and advancing the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. In this regard, we strongly encourage initiatives
aimed atenhancing social protection for all people.

Food security and nutrition and sustainable agriculture

108.  We reaffirm our commitments regarding the right of everyone to have access to safe, sufficient
and nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and the fundamental right of everyone to be
free from hunger. We acknowledge that food security and nutrition has become a pressing global
challenge and, in this regard, we further reaffirm our commitment to enhancing food security and access
to adequate, safe and nutritious food for present and future generations in line with the Five Rome
Principles for Sustainable Global Food Security adopted in 2009, including for children under two, and
through, as appropriate, national, regional and global food security and nutrition strategies.

109. We recognize that a significant portion of the world's poor live in rural areas, and that rural
communities play an important role in the economic development of many countries. We emphasize the
need to revitalize the agricultural and rural development sectors, notably in developing countries, in an
economically, socially and environmentally sustainable manner. We recognize the importance of taking
the necessary actions to better address the needs of rural communities through, inter alia, enhancing
access by agricultural producers, in particular small producers, women, indigenous peoples and people
living in vulnerable situations, to credit and other financial services, markets, secure land tenure, health
care, social services, education, training, knowledge and appropriate and affordable technologies,
including for efficient irrigation, reuse of treated wastewater and water harvesting and storage. We
reiterate the importance of empowering rural women as critical agents for enhancing agricultural and
rural development and food security and nutrition. We also recognize the importance of traditional
sustainable agricultural practices, including traditional seed supply systems, including for many
indigenous peoples and local communities.

110. loping countries, by increasing public and private investment in sustainable agriculture, land
management and rural development. Key areas for investment -and support include sustainable -
agricultural practices; rural infrastructure, storage capacities and related technologies; research and
development on sustainable agricultural technologies; developing strong agricultural cooperatives and
- value chaihs; and strengthening urban-rural linkages. We also recognize the need to significantly reduce
post-harvest and other food losses and waste throughout the food supply chain.
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111. We reaffirm the necessity to promote, enhance and support more sustainable agriculture, including
crops, livestock, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture, thatimproves food security, eradicates hunger and is
economically viable, while conserving land, water, plant and animal genetic resources, biodiversity and
ecosystems and enhancing resilience to climate change and natural disasters. We also recognize the

néed to maintain natural ecological processes that s_uppon food production systems.

112. We stress the need to enhance sustainable livestock production systems, including through
improving pasture land and irrigation schemes in line with national policies, Noting the diversity of
agricultural conditions and systems, we resolve to increase sustainable agricultural production and
productivity globally, including through improving the functioning of markets and trading systems and
strengthening international cooperation, particularly for develegislation, rules and regulations, enhanced
sustainable water management systems, and efforts to eradicate and prevent the spread of animal
diseases, recognizing that the livelihoods of farmers, including pastoralists, and the health of livestock are

intertwined.

113. We also stress the crucial role of healthy marine ecosystems, sustainable fisheries and sustainable
aquaculture for food security and nutrition and in providing for the livelihoods of millions of people.

114. We resolve to take action to enhance agricultural research, extension services, training and
education to improve agricultural productivity and sustainability through the voluntary sharing of
knowledge and good practices. We further resolve to improve access to information, technical knowledge
and know-how, including through new information and communications technologies that empower
farmers, fisherfolk and foresters to choose among diverse methods of achieving sustainable agricultural
production. We call for the strengthening of international cooperation on agricultural research for

development.
115.  We reaffirm the important work and inclusive nature of the Committee on World Food Security,

including through its role in facilitating country-initiated assessments on sustainable food production and
food security, and we encourage countries to give due consideration to implementing the Committee on
World Food Security Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries
and Forests in the Context of National Food Security. We take note of the ongoing discussions on
responsible agricultural investment in the framework of the Committee on World Food Security, as well as
the principles for responsible agricultural investment. :

116. We stress the need to address the root causes of excessive food price volatility, including its
structural causes, at all levels, and the need to manage the risks linked to high and excessively volatile
prices in agricultural commodities and their consequences for global food security and nutrition, as well as
for smallholder farmers and poor urban dwellers.

117.  We underline the importance oftimely, accurate and transparent information in helping to address
excessive food price volatility, and in this regard take note of the Agricultural Market Information System
hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and urge the participating
international organizations, private sector actors and Governments to ensure the public dissemination of
timely and quality food market information products.

118.  We reaffirm that a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral
trading system will promote agricultural and rural development in developing countries and contribute to
world food security. We urge national, regional and international strategies to promote the participation of
farmers, especially smallholder farmers, including women, in community, domestic, regional and
international markets. ' |

(101



Water and sanitation

119.  We recognize that water is at the core of sustainable development as it is closely linked to a
number of key global challenges. We therefore reiterate the importance of integrating water in
sustainable development and underiine the critical importance of water and sanitation within the three
dimensions of sustainable development.

120. We reaffirm the commitments made in the Johannesburg Plan of iImplementation and the
Millennium Declaration regarding halving by 2015 the proportion of people without access to safe drinking
water and basic sanitation and the development of integrated water resource management and water
efficiency plans, ensuring sustainable water use. We commit to the progressive realization of access to
safe and affordable drinking water and basic sanitation for all, as necessary for poverty eradication, the
empowerment of women and to protect human health, and to significantly improve the implementation of
integrated water resource management at all levels as appropriate. In this regard, we reiterate the
commitments to support these efforts, in particular for developing countries, through the mobilization of
resources from all sources, capacity-building and technology

transfer.

121. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, to be
progressively realized for our populations with full respect for national sovereignty. We also highlight our
commitment to the 2005-2015 International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”.

122. We recognize the key role that ecosystems play in maintaining water quantity and quality and
support actions within respective national boundaries to protect and sustainably manage these
ecosystems. :

123. We underline the need to adopt measures to address floods, droughts and water scarcity,
addressing the balance between water supply and demand, including, where appropriate, non-
conventional water resources, and to mobilize financial resources and investment in infrastructure for
water and sanitation services, in accordance with national priorities.

124. We stress the need to adopt measures to significantly reduce water pollution and increase water
quality, significantly improve wastewater treatment and water efficiency and reduce water losses. In order
to achieve this, we stress the need for international assistance and cooperation.

Energy

125. We recognize the critical role that energy plays in the development process, as access to
sustainable modern energy services contributes to poverty eradication, saves lives, improves health and
helps provide for basic human needs. We stress that these services are essential to social inclusion and
gender equality, and that energy is also a key input to production. We commit to facilitate support for
access to these services by 1.4 billion people worldwide who are currently without them. We recognize
that access to these services is critical for achieving sustainable development.

126. We emphasize the need to address the challenge of access to sustainable modern energy
services for all, in particular for the poor, who are unable to afford these services even when they are
available. We emphasize the need to take further action to improve this situation, including by mobilizing
adequate financial resources, so as to provide these services in a reliable, affordable, economically
viable and socially and environmentally acceptable manner in developing countries
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127. We reaffirm support for the implementation of national and subnational policies and strategies,
based on individual national circumstances and development aspirations, using an appropriate energy
mix to meet developmental needs, including through increased use of renewable energy sources and
other low-emission technologies, the more efficient use of energy, greater reliance on advanced energy
technologies, including cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and the sustainable use of traditional energy
resources. We commit to promoting sustainable modern energy services for all through national and
subnational efforts, inter alia, on electrification and dissemination of sustainable cooking and heating
solutions, including through collaborative actions to share best practices and adopt policies, as
appropriate. We urge governments to create enabling environments that facilitate public and private
sectorinvestment in relevant and needed cleaner energy technologies.

128. We recognize that improving energy efficiency, increasing the share of renewable energy and
cleaner and energy-efficient technologies are important for sustainable development, including in
addressing climate change. We also recognize the need for energy efficiency measures in urban
planning, buildings and transportation, and in the production of goods and services and the design of
products. We also recognize the importance of promoting incentives in favour of, and removing
disincentives to, energy efficiency and the diversification of the energy mix, including promoting research
and development in all countries, including developing countries. :

129. We note the launching of the initiative by the Secretary-General on Sustainable Energy for All, which
focuses on access to energy, energy efficiency and renewable energies. We are all determined to act to
make sustainable energy for all a reality and, through this, help to eradicate poverty and lead to
sustainable development and global prosperity. We recognize that the activities of countries in broader
energy related matters are of great importance and are prioritized according to their specific challenges,
capacities and circumstances, including their energy mix. :

Sustainable tourism

130. We emphasize that well-designed and managed tourism can make a significant contribution to
the three dimensions of sustainable development, has close linkages to other sectors, and can create
decent jobs and generate trade opportunities. We recognize the need to support sustainable tourism
activities and relevant capacity building that promote environmental awareness, conserve and protect
the environment, respect wildlife, flora, biodiversity, ecosystems and cultural diversity, and improve the
welfare and livelihoods of local communities by supporting their local economies and the human and
natural environment as a whole. We call for enhanced support for sustainable tourism activities and
relevant capacity-building in developing countries in order to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. : '

131. We encourage the promotion of investment in sustainable tourism, including eco-tourism and
cultural tourism, which may include creating small and medium sized enterprises and facilitating access
to finance, including through microcredit initiatives for the poor, indigenous peoples and local
communities in areas with high eco-tourism potential. In this regard, we underline the importance of
establishing, where necessary, appropriate guidelines and regulations in accordance with national
priorities and legislation for promoting and supporting sustainable tourism.\

Sustainable transport

132.  We note that transportation and mobility are central to sustainable development. Sustainable
transportation can enhance economic growth and improve accessibility. Sustainable transport achieves
better integration of the economy while respecting the environment. We recognize the importance of the
efficient movement of people and goods, and access to environmentally sound, safe and affordable
t_ranspo!'tghon as a means to improve social equity, health, resilience of cities, urban-rural linkages and
produphwty ofrural areas. In this regard, we take into account road safety as part of our efforts to achieve
sustainable develppment. ' :
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133.  We support the development of sustainable transport systems, including energy efficient multi-
modal transport systems, notably public mass transportation systems, clean fuels and vehicles, as well
as improved transportation systems in rural areas. We recognize the need to promote an integrated
approach to policymaking at the national, regional and local ievels for transport services and systems to
promote sustainable development. We also recognize that the special development needs of landlocked
and transit developing countries need to be taken into account while establishing sustainable transit

transport systems. We acknowledge the need for international support to developing countries in this
regard.

Sustainable cities and human settlements -

134. We recognize that, if they are well planned and developed, including through integrated planning
and management approaches, cities can promote economically, socially and environmentally
sustainable societies. In this regard, we recognize the need for a holistic approach to urban development
and human settiements that provides for affordable housing and infrastructure and prioritizes slum
upgrading and urban regeneration. We commit to work towards improving the quality of human
settlements, including the living and working conditions of both urban and rural dwellers in the context of
poverty eradication so that all people have access to basic services, housing and mobility. We also
recognize the need for conservation, as appropriate, of the natural and cultural heritage of human
settlements, the revitalization of historic districts and the rehabilitation of city centres.

135.  We commit to promote an integrated approach to planning and building sustainable cities and
urban settlements, including through supporting local authorities, increasing public awareness and
enhancing participation of urban residents, including the poor, in decision-making. We also commit to
promote sustainable development policies that support inclusive housing and social services; a safe and
healthy living environment for all, particularly children, youth, women and the elderly and disabled,;
affordable and sustainable transport and energy; promotion, protection and restoration of safe and green
urban spaces; safe and clean drinking water and sanitation; healthy air quality; generation of decent jobs;
and improved urban planning and slum upgrading. We further support sustainable management of waste
through the application of the 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle). We underline the importance of
considering disaster risk reduction, resilience and climate risks in urban planning. We recognize the
efforts of cities to balance development with rural regions. :

136. We emphasize the importance of increasing the number of metropolitan regions, cities and towns
that are implementing policies for sustainable urban planning and design in order to respond effectively to
the expected growth of urban populations in the coming decades. We note that sustainable urban
planning benefits from the involvement of muitiple stakeholders as well as from full use of information and
sex-disaggregated data, including on demographic trends, income distribution and informal settlements.
We recognize the important role of municipal governments in setting a vision for sustainable cities, from
the initiation of city planning through to revitalization of older cities and neighbourhoods, including by
adopting energy efficiency programmes in building management and developing sustainable, locally
appropriate transport systems. We further recognize the importance of mixed-use planning and of
encouraging non-motorized mobility, including by promoting pedestrian and cycling infrastructures.

137.  We recognize that partnerships among cities and communities play an important role in promoting
sustainable development. In this regard, we stress the need to strengthen existing cooperation
mechanisms and platforms, partnership arrangements and other implementation tools to advance the
coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda with the active involvement of all relevant United
Nations entities and with the overall aim of achieving sustainable urban development. We further
recognize the continuing need for adequate and predictable financial contributions to the United Nations
Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation so as to ensure tlmely, effective and concrete global
implementation of the HabitatAgenda.
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Health and population

138. We recognize that health is a precondition for and an outcome and indicator of all three
dimensions of sustainable development. We understand the goals of sustainable development can only
be achieved in the absence of a high prevalence of debilitating communicable and non-communicable
diseases, and where populations can reach a state of physical, mental and social well-being. We are
convinced that action on the social and environmental determinants of health, both for the poor and the
vulnerable and for the entire population, is important to create inclusive, equitable, economically
productive and healthy societies. We call for the full realization of the right to the enjoyment of the highest

attainable standard of physical and mental health.

139. We also recognize the importance of universal health coverage to enhancing health, social
cohesion and sustainable human and economic development. We pledge to strengthen health systems
towards the provision of equitable universal coverage. We call for the involvement of all relevant actors for
coordinated multi-sectoral action to address urgently the health needs of the world's population.

140. We emphasize that HIV and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, influenza, polio and other
communicable diseases remain serious global concerns, and we commit to redouble efforts to achieve
universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support, and to eliminate mother-to-clj;ild
transmission of HIV, as well as to renewing and strengthening the fight against malaria, tuberculosis and
neglected tropical diseases.

141. We acknowledge that the global burden and threat of non-communicable diseases constitutes
one of the major challenges for sustainable development in the twenty-first century. We commit to
strengthen health systems towards the provision of equitable, universal coverage and promote affordable
access to prevention, treatment, care and support related to non-communicable diseases, especially
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes. We also commit to establish
or strengthen multi-sectoral national policies for the prevention and control of non-communicable
diseases. We recognize that reducing, inter alia, air, water and chemical poliution leads to positive effects
on health.

142.  We reaffirm the right to use, to the full, the provisions contained in the agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement
and Public Health, the decision of the WTO General Council of 30 August 2003 on the implementation of
paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, and, when formal
acceptance procedures are completed, the amendment to article 31 of the Agreement, which provides
flexibilities for the protection of public health, and, in particular, to promote access to medicines for all, and
encourage the provision of assistance to developing countries in this regard.

143. We call for further collaboration and cooperation at the national and international levels to
strengthen health systems through increased health financing, recruitment, development and training
and retention of the health workforce, through improved distribution and access to safe, affordable,
effective and quality medicines, vaccines and medical technologies, and through improving health
infrastructure. We support the leadership role of the World Health Organization as the directing and
coordinating authority oninternational health work.

144. We commit to system'atically consider population trends and projections in our national, rural and
urban development strategies and policies. Through forwardlooking planning, we can seize the
opportunities and address the challenges associated with demographic change, including migration.

145. We call for the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, and the outcomes
oftheir review conferences, including the commitments leading to sexual and reproductive health and the
promotion and protection of all human rights in this context. We emphasize the need for the provision of
universal access to reproductive health, including family planning and sexual health, and the integration
of reproductive health in national strategies and programmes. '
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146. We committo reduce maternal and child mortality and to improve the health of women, men, youth
and children. We reaffirm our commitment to gender equality and to protect the rights of women, men and
youth to have control over and decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality,
including access to sexual and reproductive health, free from coercion, discrimination and violence._We
will work actively to ensure that health systems provide the necessary information and health services
addressing the sexual and reproductive health of women, including working towards universal access to
safe, effective, affordable and acceptable modern methods of family planning, as this is essential for
women's health and advancing gender equality.

Promoting full and productive employment, decent work for all and social protection

147.  We recognize that poverty eradication, full and productive employment and decent work for all,
and social integration and protection are interrelated and mutually reinforcing, and that enabling
environments to promote these need to be created at all levels

148. We are concerned about labour market conditions and widespread deficits of available decent
work opportunities, especially for young women and men. We urge all governments to address the global
challenge of youth employment by developing and implementing strategies and policies that provide
young people everywhere access to decent and productive work, as over the coming decades decent
jobs will need to be created to be able to ensure sustainable and inclusive development and reduce

149. We recognize thg importance of job creation by investing in and developing sound, effective and
efficient economic and social infrastructure and productive capacities for sustainable development and
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth. We call on countries to enhance infrastructure
investment for sustainable development and we agree to support United Nations funds, programmes and
agencies to help assist and promote the efforts of developing countries, particularly the least developed
countries, in this regard. :

150. Werecognize the importance of job creation by adopting forward-looking macroeconomic policies
that promote sustainable development and lead to sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth,
increase productive employment opportunities and promote agricultural and industrial development.

151.  We emphasize the need to enhance employment and income opportunities for all, especially for
women and men living in poverty and, in this regard, we support national efforts to provide new job
opportunities to the poor in both rural and urban areas, including support to small and medium-sized
enterprises. :

152.  We recognize that workers should have access to education, skills, health care, social security,
fundamental rights at work, social and legal protections, including occupational safety and health, and
decent work opportunities. Governments, trade unions, workers and employers all have a role to play in
promoting decent work for all, and all should help young people to gain access to needed skills and
employment opportunities, including in new and emerging sectors. Women and men should have equal
access to opportunities to acquire job skills as well as to worker protections. We recognize the importance
ofajust transition, including programmes to help workers adjust to changing labour market conditions.

153. We also recognize that informal unpaid work, performed mostly by women, contributes
substantially to human well-being and sustainable development. In this regard, we commit to work
towards safe and decentworking conditions and access to social protection and education.

154.  We recognize that opportunities for decent work for all and job creation can be generated through,
inter alia, public and private investments in scientific and technological innovation, public works in
restoring, regenerating and conserving natural resources and ecosystems, and social and community
services. We are encouraged by government initiatives to create jobs for poor people in restoring and
managing natural resources and ecosystems, and we encourage the private sector to contribute to
decent work for all and job creation for both women and men, and particularly for young people, including
through partnerships with small and medium-sized enterprises and cooperatives. In this regard, we
acknowledge the importance of efforts to promote the exchange of information and knowledge on decent
work for all and job creation, including green jobs initiatives and related skills, afid to facilitate the
integration of relevant data into national economic and employment policies. »
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155. We encourage the sharing of experiences and best practices on ways to address the high levels of
unemployment and underemployment, in particular among young people.

156. We stress the need to provide social protection to all members of society, fostering growth,
resilience, social justice and cohesion, including those who are not employed in the formal economy. In
this regard, we strongly encourage national and local initiatives aimed at providing social protection floors
for all citizens. We support global dialogue on best practices for social protection programmes that takes
into account the three dimensions of sustainable development and, in this regard, we note ILO
Recommendation 202 concerning national floors of social protection.

157.  We call upon States to promote and protect effectively the human rights and fundamental freedom
of all migrants regardless of migration status, especially those of women and children, and to address
international migration through international, regional or bilateral cooperation and dialogue and a
comprehensive and balanced approach, recognizing the roles and responsibilities of countries of origin,
transit and destination in promoting and protecting the human rights of all migrants, and avoiding

approaches that might aggravate their vulnerability.

Oceans and seas

158. We recognize that oceans, seas and coastal areas form an integrated and essential component of
the Earth's ecosystem and are critical to sustaining it, and that international law, as reflected in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, provides the legal framework for the conservation and
sustainable use of the oceans and their resources. We stress the importance of the conservation and
sustainable use of the oceans and seas and of their resources for sustainable development, including
through their contributions to poverty eradication, sustained economic growth, food security and creation
of sustainable livelihoods and decent work, while at the same time protecting biodiversity and the marine
environment and addressing the impacts of climate change. We therefore commit to protect, and restore,
the health, productivity and resilience of oceans and marine ecosystems, and to maintain their
biodiversity, enabling their conservation and sustainable use for present and future generations, and to
effectively apply an ecosystem approach and the precautionary -approéch in the management, in
accordance with international l1aw, of activities having an impact on the marine environment, to deliver on
all three dimensions of sustainable development.

159. We recognize the importance of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea to
advancing sustainable development and its near universal adoption by States, and in this regard we urge
allits parties to fully implement their obligations under the Convention.

160. We recognize the importance of building the capacity of developing countries to be able to benefit
from the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and their resources and, in this regard,
we emphasize the need for cooperation in marine scientific research to implement the provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable
development, as well as for the transfer of technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine Technology.

161.  We support the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine
Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, established under the General Assembly, and look
forward to the completion of its first global integrated assessment of the state of the marine environment
by 2014 and its subsequent consideration by the Assembly. We encourage consideration by States of the
assessment findings at appropriate levels.
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162. We recognize the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity
beyond areas of national jurisdiction. We note the ongoing work under the General Assembly of an ad
hoc open-ended informal working group to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use
of marine biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. Building on the work of the ad hoc
working group and before the end of the sixty-ninth session of the General Assembly we commit to
address, on an urgent basis, the issue of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological
diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, including by taking a decision on the development of an
international instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

163. We note with concern that the health of oceans and marine biodiversity are negatively affected by
marine pollution, including marine debris, especially plastic, persistent organic pollutants, heavy metals
and nitrogen-based compounds, from a number of marine and land-based sources, including shipping
and land run-off. We commit to take action to reduce the incidence and impacts of such pollution on
marine ecosystems, including through the effective implementation of relevant conventions adopted in
the framework of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the follow-up of the relevant
initiatives such as the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-based Activities, as well as the adoption of coordinated strategies to this end. We further commit to
take action to, by 2025, based on collected scientific data, achieve significant reductions in marine debris
to prevent harm to the coastal and marine environment.

164. We note the significant threat that alien invasive species pose to marine ecosystems and
resources and commit to implement measures to prevent the introduction, and manage the adverse
environmental impacts, of alien invasive species, including, as appropriate, those adopted in the
framework of IMO.

j65. We note that sea-level rise and coastal erosion are serious threats for many coastal regions and
islands, particularly in developing countries, and in this regard we call on the international community to
enhance its efforts to address these challenges.

166. We call for support to initiatives that address ocean acidification and the impacts of climate
change on marine and coastal ecosystems and resources. In this regard, we reiterate the need to work
collectively to prevent further ocean acidification, as well as enhance the resilience of marine ecosystems
and pf the communities whose livelihoods depend on them, and to support marine scientific research,
monitoring and observation of ocean acidification and particularly vulnerable ecosystems, including
through enhanced international cooperation in this regard.

167. We stress our concern about the potential environmental impacts of ocean fertilization. In this
regard, we recall the decisions related to ocean fertilization adopted by the relevant intergovernmental
bodies, and resolve to continue addressing with utmost caution ocean fertilization, consistent with the
precautlonary approach.

168.  We commit to intensify our efforts to meet the 2015 target as agreed to in the Johannesburg Plan
of Implementation to maintain or restore stocks to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield on
an urgent basis. In this regard we further commit to urgently take the measures necessary to maintain or
restprg all stocks at least to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable yield, with the aim of
achieving these goals in the shortest time feasible, as determined by their biological characteristics. To
achieve this we commit to urgently develop and implement science-based management plans, including
by reducing or suspending fishing catch and effort commensurate with the status of the stock. We further
commit to enhance action to manage by catch, discards and other adverse ecosystem impacts from
fisheries, including by eliminating destructive fishing practices. We also commit to enhance actions to
protect vulnerable marine ecosystems from significant adverse impacts, including through the effective
use of impact assessments. Such actions, including those through competent organizations, should be
undertaken consistent with international law, the applicable international instruments and relevant
General Assembly resolutions and FAO guidelines.
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169. We urge States parties to the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea relating to the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks to fully implement that Agreement and to give, in
accordance with part VIl of the Agreement, full recognition to the special requirements of developing
States. Furthermore, we call upon all States to implement the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries

and the FAO international plans of action and technical guidelines.

170.  We acknowledge that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing deprive many countries of a
crucial natural resource and remain a persistent threat to their sustainable development. We recommit to
eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing as advanced in the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation, and to prevent and combat these practices, including through the following: developing
and implementing national and regional action plans in accordance with the FAO International Plan of
Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing; implementing, in
accordance with international law, effective and coordinated measures by coastal States, flag States, port
States, chartering nations and the States of nationality of the beneficial owners and others who support or
engage in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing by identifying vessels engaged in such fishing and
by depriving offenders of the benefits accruing from it; as well as cooperating with developing countries to
systematically identify needs and build capacity, including support for monitoring, control, surveillance,
compliance and enforcement systems.

171.  We call upon States that have signed the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing to expedite procedures for its ratification
with a view to its early entry into force.

172.  We recognize the need for transparency and accountability in fisheries management by regional
fisheries management organizations. We recognize the efforts already made by those regional fisheries
management organizations that have undertaken independent performance reviews, and call on all
regional fisheries management organizations to regularly undertake such reviews and make the results
publicly available. We encourage implementation of the recommendations of such reviews and
recommend that the comprehensiveness of those reviews be strengthened overtime, as necessary.

173.  We reaffirm our commitment in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation to eliminate subsidies
that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and overcapacity, taking into account the
importance of this sector to developing countries, and we reiterate our commitment to conclude
multilateral disciplines on fisheries subsidies that will give effect to the WTO Doha Development Agenda
and the Hong Kong Ministerial Declaration mandates to strengthen disciplines on subsidies in the
fisheries sector, including through the prohibition of certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to
overcapacity and overfishing, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment
for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the WTO fisheries subsidies
negotiation, taking into account the importance of the sector to development priorities, poverty reduction
and livelihood and food-security concerns. We encourage States to further improve the transparency and
reporting of existing fisheries subsidies programmes through WTO. Given the state of fisheries
resources, and without prejudicing the WTO Doha and Hong Kong ministerial mandates on fisheries
subsidies or the need to conclude these negotiations, we encourage States to eliminate subsidies that
contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, and to refrain from introducing new such subsidies or from
extending or enhancing existing ones.

174. _ We urge the identification and mainstreaming of strategies by 2014 that further assist developing
cou_ntnes, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, in developing
Fhelr n_atlona| capacity to conserve, sustainably manage and realize the benefits of sustainable fisheries,
including through improved market access for fish products from developing countries.

175.  We commit to observe the need to ensure access to fisheries and the importance of access to
markets, by subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fisherfolk and women fish workers, as well as

indigenous peoples and their communiti icul i [ [ i i
developing Biaos ities, partlcubarly in developing pountrles, especially small island
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176. We also recognize the significant economic, social and environmental contributions of coral reefs,
in particular to islands and other coastal States, as well as the significant vuinerability of coral reefs and
mangroves to impacts, including from climate change, ocean acidification, overfishing, destructive fishing
practices and pollution. We support international cooperation with a view to conserving coral reef and
mangrove ecosystems and realizing their social, economic and environmental benefits as well as
facilitating technical collaboration and voluntary information-sharing.

177.  We reaffirm the importance of area-based conservation measures, including marine protected
areas, consistent with international law and based on best available scientific information, as a tool for
conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its components. We note decision X/2 of the
tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, that by 2020 10
per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and
ecosystem services, are to be conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically
representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based
conservation measures.

Smallisland developing States

178. We reaffirm that small island developing States remain a special case for sustainable
development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities, including their small size, remoteness,
narrow resource and export base, and exposure to global environmental challenges and external
economic shocks, including to a large range of impacts from climate change and potentially more
frequent and intense natural disasters. We note with concern that the outcome of the five-year review of
the Mauritius Strategy concluded that small island developing States have made less progress than most
other groupings, or even regressed, in economic terms, especially in terms of poverty reduction and debt
sustainability. Sea-level rise and other adverse impacts of climate change continue to pose a significant
risk to small island developing States and their efforts to achieve sustainable development, and for many
represent the gravest of threats to their survival and viability, including for some through the loss of
territory. We also remain cancerned that, while small island developing States have progressed in the
areas of gender, health, education and the environment, their overall progress towards achieving the
Millennium Development Goals has been uneven.

179. We call for continued and enhanced efforts to assist small island developing States in
implementing the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy. We also call for a
strengthening of United Nations System support to small island developing States in keeping with the
multiple ongoing and emerging challenges faced by these States in achieving sustainable development.

180. Building on the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy, we call for the

. convening in 2014 of a third international conference on small island developing States, recognizing the

importance of coordinated, balanced and integrated actions to address the sustainable development

.challenges facing small island developing States, and we invite the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh
session to determine the modalities of the conference.

Leastdeveloped countries

181.  We agree to effectively implement the' Istanbul Programme of Action and to fully integrate its
priority areas into the present framework for action, the broader implementation of which will contribute to
the overarching goal of the Istanbul Programme of Action of enabling half of the least developed countries

to meet the criteria of graduation by 2020.

Landlocked least deVeloped countries

182. We invite Member States, including development partners, organizations of the United Nations
system and other relevant international, regional and subregional organizations, to speed up further the
implementation of the specific actions in the five priorities agreed upon in the Almaty Programme of Action
and those contained in the declaration on the midterm review of the Almaty Programme of Action, in a
better coordinated manner, in particular for the construction, maintenance and improvement of their
transport, storage and other transit-related facilities, including alternative routes, completion of missing
links and improved communications and energy infrastructure, so as to support the sustainable

development of landlocked least developed countries. -
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Africa

183.  While we acknowledge that some progress has been made towards the fulfilment of international
commitments related to Africa's development needs, we emphasize that significant challenges remain in
achieving sustainable development on the continent.

184. We call on the international community to enhance support and fulfil commitments to advance
action in areas critical to Africa's sustainable development and welcome the efforts by development
partners to strengthen cooperation with the New Partnership for Africa's Development. We also welcome
the progress made by African countries in deepenihg democracy, human rights, good governance and
sound economic management, and encourage African countries to continue their efforts in this regard.
We invite all Africa's development partners, in particular developed countries, to supportAfrican countries
in strengthening human capacities and democratic institutions, consistent with their priorities and
objectives, with a view to furthering Africa's development at all levels, including through facilitating the
transfer of technology needed by African countries as mutually agreed. We recognize the continued

efforts by African countries to create enabling environments for inclusive growth in support of sustainable

development and for the international community to make continued efforts to increase the flow of new
and additional resources for financing for development from all sources, public and private, domestic and
foreign, to support these development efforts by African countries, and welcome the various important
initiatives established between African countries and their development partners in this regard.

Regional efforts

185. We encourage coordinated regional actions to promote sustainable development. We recognize,
in this regard, that important steps have been taken to promote sustainable development, in particular in
the Arab region, Latin America and the Caribbean and the Asia-Pacific region, through relevant forums,
including within the United Nations regional commissions. While noting that challenges remain in several
areas, the international community welcomes these efforts, and the results already achieved, and calls
for actions at all levels for their further development and implementation.

Disasterrisk reduction -

186. We reaffirm our commitment to the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the
Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters and call for States, the United Nations system, the:
international financial institutions, subregional, regional and international organizations and civil society"
to accelerate implementation of the Framework and the achievement of its goals. We call for disaster risk
reduction and the building of resilience to disasters to be addressed with a renewed sense of urgency in
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, and, as appropriate, to be integrated into
policies, plans, programmes and budgets at all levels and considered within relevant future frameworks.
We invite governments at all levels as well as relevant subregional, regional and international
organizations to commit to adequate, timely and predictable resources for disaster risk reduction in order
to enhance the resilience of cities and communities to disasters, according to their own circumstances
and capacities.

187.  Werecognize the importance of early warning systems as part of effective disaster risk reduction
at all levels in order to reduce economic and social damages, including the loss of human life, and in this
regard encourage States to integrate such systems into their national disaster risk reduction strategies
and plans. Ve encourage donors and the international community to enhance international cooperation
in support of disaster risk reduction in developing countries, as appropriate, through technical assistance,
technol_ogy transfer as mutually agreed, capacity-building and training programmes. We further
recognize the importance of comprehensive hazard and risk assessments, and knowiedge- and
|nfprmat|on sharing, including reliable geospatial information. We commit to undertake and strengthen in
atimely manner risk assessment and disaster risk reduction instruments. -
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188. . We stress the importance of stronger inter linkages among disaster risk reduction, recovery and
long-term development planning, and call for more coordinated and comprehensive strategies that
integrate disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation considerations into public and private
investment, decision-making and the planning of humanitarian and development actions, in order to
reduce risk, increase resilience and provide a smoother transition between relief, recovery and
development. In this regard, we recognize the need to integrate a gender perspective into the design and
implementation of all phases of disaster risk management.

189. We call for all relevant stakeholders, including Governments, international, regional and
subregional organizations, the private sector and civil society, to take appropriate and effective
measures, taking into account the three dimensions of sustainable development, including through
strengthening coordination and cooperation to reduce exposure to risk for the protection of people, and
infrastructure and other national assets, from the impact of disasters, in line with the Hyogo Framework
forAction and any post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. :

Climate change

190.  We reaffirm that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time, and we express
profound alarm that emissions of greenhouse gases continue to rise globally. We are deeply concerned
that all countries, particularly developing countries, are vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate
change, and are already experiencing increased impacts, including persistent drought and extreme
weather events, sea-level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidification, further threatening food security
and efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. In this regard we emphasize that
adaptation to climate change represents animmediate and urgent global priority.

191.  We underscore that the global nature of climate change calls for the widest possible cooperation
by all countries and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with a view
to accelerating the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions. We recall that the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change provides that parties should protect the climate system for
the benefit of present and future generations of humankind on the basis of equity and in accordance with
their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. We note with grave concern
the significant gap between the aggregate effect of mitigation pledges by parties in terms of global annual
emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020 and aggregate emission pathways consistent with- having a
likely chance of holdi’ng the increase in global average temperature below 2° C, or 1.5° C above pre-
industrial levels. We recognize the importance of mobilizing funding from a variety of sources, public and
private, bilateral and multilateral, including innovative sources of finance, to support nationally
appropriate mitigation actions, adaptation measures, technology development and transfer and capacity-
building in developing countries. In this regard, we welcome the launching of the Green Climate Fund and
call for its prompt operationalization so as to have an early and adequate replenishment process.

192.  We urge parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and parties to
the Kyoto Protocol to fully implement their commitments, as well as decisions adopted under those
agreements. In this regard, we will build upon the progress achieved, including at the seventeenth
session of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention and the seventh session of the Conference of
~ the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, held in Durban, South Africa, from
28 Novemberto 9 December2011. ' :
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Forests

193.  We highlight the social, economic and environmental benefits of forests to people and the
contributions of sustainable forest management to the themes and objective of the Conference. We
support cross-sectoral and cross-institutional policies promoting sustainable forest management. We
reaffirm that the wide range of products and services that forests provide creates opportunities to address
many of the most pressing sustainable development challenges. We call for enhanced efforts to achieve
the sustainable management of forests, reforestation, restoration and afforestation, and we support all
efforts that effectively slow, halt and reverse deforestation and forest degradation, including, inter alia,
promoting trade in legally harvested forest products. We note the importance of such ongoing initiatives
as reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries, and the role of
conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in
developing countries. We call for increased efforts to strengthen forest governance frameworks and
means of implementation, inaccordance with the non-legally binding instrument on all types of forests, in
order to achieve sustainable forest management. To this end, we commit to improving the livelihoods of
people and communities by creating the conditions needed for them to sustainably manage forests,
including through strengthening cooperation arrangements in the areas of finance, trade, transfer of
environmentally sound technologies, capacity-building and governance, as well as by promoting secure
land tenure, particularly decision-making and benefit-sharing, in accordance with national legislation and
priorities.

194. We call for urgent implementation of the non-legally binding instrument on all types of forests and
the Ministerial Declaration of the high-level segment of the ninth session of the United Nations Forum on
Forests on the occasion of the launch of the International Year of Forests.

195. We recognize that the United Nations Forum on Forests, with its universal membership and
comprehensive mandate, plays a vital role in addressing forest related issues in a holistic and integrated
manner and promoting international policy coordination and cooperation to achieve sustainable forest
management. We invite the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to continue its support to the Forum and
encourage stakeholders to remain actively engaged in the work of the Forum.

196. We stress the importance of integrating sustainable forest management objectives and practices
into the mainstream of economic policy and decision making, and to that end we commit to working
through the governing bodies of member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to
integrate, as appropriate, the sustainable management of all types of forests into their strategies and
programmes.

Biodiversity

197. We reaffirm the intrinsic value of biological diversity, as well as the ecological, genetic, social,

economic, scientific, educational, cultural, recreational and aesthetic values of biological diversity and its

critical role in maintaining ecosystems that provide essential services, which are critical foundations for
sustainable development and human well-being. We recognize the severity of the global loss of
biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems and emphasize that these undermine global
development, affecting food security and nutrition, the provision of and access to water and the health of
the rural poor and of people worldwide, including present and future generations. This highlights the
importance of the conservation of biodiversity, enhancing habitat connectivity and building ecosystem
resilience. We recognize that the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous peoples
and local communities make an important contribution to the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity, and their wider application can support social well-being and sustainable livelihoods. We
further recognize that indigenous peoples and local communities are often the most directly dependent

on biodiversity and ecosystems and thus are often the most immediately affected by their loss and
degradation.
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198. We reiterate our commitment to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention on
Biological Diversity and call for urgent actions that effectively reduce the rate of, halt and reverse the loss
of biodiversity. In this context, we affirm the importance of implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity
2011-2020 and achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention at its tenth meeting.

199. We note the adoption of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and
Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity, and
we invite parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to ratify or accede to the Protocol, so as to
ensure its entry into force at the earliest possible opportunity. We acknowledge the role of access and
benefit-sharing arising from the utilization of genetic resources in contributing to the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity, poverty eradication and environmental sustainability.

200. We welcome the strategy for resource mobilization in support of the achievement of the three
objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, including the commitment to substantially increasing
resources from all sources in support of biodiversity, in accordance with decisions taken at the
Conference ofthe Parties at its tenth meeting.

201. We support mainstreaming the consideration of the socioeconomic impacts and benefits of the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and its components, as well as ecosystems that provide
essential services, into relevant programmes and policies at all levels, in accordance with national
legislation, circumstances and priorities. We encourage investments, through appropriate incentives and
policies, which support the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and restoration of
degraded ecosystems, consistent and in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity and other
relevant international obligations.

202. We agree to promote international cooperation and partnerships, as appropriate, and.information
exchange, and in this context we welcome the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, 2011-2020, for the
purpose of encouraging active involvement of all stakeholders in the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity, as well as access to and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization
of genetic resources, with the vision of living in harmony with nature.

203. Werecognize the important role of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora, an international agreement that stands at the intersection between trade, the
environment and development, promotes the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, should
contribute to tangible benefits for local people, and ensures that no species entering into international
trade is threatened with extinction. We recognize the economic, social and environmental impacts of itlicit
trafficking in wildlife, where firm and strengthened action needs to be taken on both the supply and
demand sides. In this regard, we emphasize the importance of effective international cooperation among
relevant multilateral environmental agreements and international organizations. We further stress the
importance of basing the listing of species on agreed criteria.

204. We take note of the establishment of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, and invite an early commencement of its work, in-order to provide -
the best available policy-relevant information on biodiversity to assist decision makers.
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Desertification, land degradation and drought |

205. We recognize the economic and social significance of good land management, including soil,
particularly its contribution to economic growth, biodiversity, sustainable agriculture and food security,
eradicating poverty, the empowerment of women, addressing climate change and improving water
availability. We stress that desertification, land degradation and drought are challenges of a global
dimension and continue to pose serious challenges to the sustainable development of all countries, in
particular developing countries. We also stress the particular challenges this poses for Africa, the least
developed countries and the landlocked developing countries. In this regard, we express deep concern
for the devastating consequences of cyclical drought and famine in Africa, in particular in the Horn of
Africa and the Sahel region, and call for urgent action through short-, medium- and long-term measures at
alllevels. :

206. We recognize the need for urgent action to reverse land degradation. In view of this, we will strive
to achieve a land-degradation neutral world in the context of sustainable development. This should actto
catalyse financial resources from a range of public and private sources.

207. We reaffirm our resolve in accordance with the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desetrtification to take coordinated action nationally, regionally and internationally, to monitor, globally,
land degradation and restore degraded lands in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas. We resolve to
support and strengthen the implementation of the Convention and the 10-year strategic plan and
framework to enhance its implementation (2008-2018), including through mobilizing adequate,
predictable and timely financial resources. We note the importance of mitigating the effects of
desertification, land degradation and drought, including by preserving and developing oases, restoring
degraded lands, improving soil quality and improving water management, in order to contribute to
sustainable development and poverty eradication. In this regard, we encourage and recognize the
importance of partnerships and initiatives for the safeguarding of land resources. We also encourage
capacity-building, extension training programmes and scientific studies and initiatives aimed at
deepening understanding and raising awareness of the economic, social and environmental benefits of
sustainable land management policies and practices.

208. We stress the importance of the further development and implementation of scientifically based,
sound and socially inclusive methods and indicators for monitoring and assessing the extent of
desertification, land degradation and drought, as well as the importance of efforts under way to promote
scientific research and strengthen the scientific base of activities to address desertification and drought in
accordance with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desettification. In this respect, we take note of
the decision of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention, atits tenth meeting, to establish an ad hoc
working group, taking into account regional balance to discuss specific optlons for the provision of
scientific advice to its parties.

209. We reiterate the need for cooperation through the sharing of climate and weather information and
forecasting and early warning systems related to desertification, land degradation and drought, as well as
to dust storms and sandstorms, at the global, regional and subregional levels. In this regard, we invite
States and relevant organizations to cooperate inthe sharing of related information, forecasting and early
warning systems.

NMountains

210.  We recognize that the benefits derived from mountain regions are essential for sustainable
development. Mountain ecosystems play a crucial role in providing water resources to a large portion of
the world's population; fragile mountain ecosystems are particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of
climate change, deforestation and forest degradation, land use change, land degradation and natural
disasters; and mountain glaciers around the world are retreating and gettmg thinner, with mcreasmg
impacts on the environment and human well-being.
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211.  We further recognize that mountains are often home to communities, including indigenous
peoples and local communities, who have developed sustainable uses of mountain resources. These
communities are, however, often marginalized, and we therefore stress that continued effort will be
required to address poverty, food security and nutrition, social exclusion and environmental degradation
in these areas. We invite States to strengthen cooperative action with effective involvement and sharing
of experience of all relevant stakeholders, by strengthening existing arrangements, agreements and
centres of excellence for sustainable mountain development, as well as exploring new arrangements and
agreements, as appropriate.

212.  We call for greater efforts towards the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their
biodiversity. We encourage States to adopt a long-term vision and holistic approaches, including through
incorporating mountain-specific policies into national sustainable development strategies, which could
include, inter alia, poverty reduction plans and programmes for mountain areas, particularly in developing
countries. In this regard, we call for international support for sustainable mountain development in

developing countries.

Chemicals and waste

213.  We recognize that the sound management of chemicals is crucial for the protection of human
health and the environment. We further recognize that growing global production and use of chemicals
and their prevalence in the environment calls for increased international cooperation. We reaffirm our aim
to achieve, by 2020, the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous
waste in ways that lead to minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the
environment, as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. We also reaffirm our commitment to
an approach for the sound management of chemicals and waste, at all levels, that responds in an
effective, efficient, coherent and coordinated manner to new and emerging issues and challenges, and
encourage further progress across countries and regions in order to fill the gaps in the implementation of
commitments. :

214. We call for the effective implementation and strengthening of the Strategic Approach to
International Chemicals Management as part of a robust, coherent, effective and efficient system for the
sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle, including _to respond to emerging challenges.

215.  We are deeply concerned that many countries, in particular the least developed countries, lack
the capacity for sound management of chemicals and waste throughout their life cycles. Additional efforts
are needed to enhance work towards strengthening capacities, including through partnerships, technical
assistance and improved governance structures. We encourage countries and organizations, which
have made progress towards achieving the goal of sound management of chemicals by 2020 to assist
other countries by sharing knowledge, experience and best practices.

216. We commend the increased coordination and cooperation among chemical and waste
conventions, namely the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention and the Stockholm Convention,
and encourage continued enhanced coordination and cooperation among them and with the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management. We take note of the important role regional and
coordinating centres of the Basel Convention and those of the Stockholm Convention.

217. We commend existing public-private partnerships and call for continued, new and innovative
public-private partnerships among industry, governments, academia and other non-governmental
stakeholders aiming to enhance capacity and technology for environmentally sound chemicals and waste
management, including for waste prevention.

218. We recognize the importance of adopting a life cycle approach and of further development and
implementation of policies for resource efficiency and environmentally sound waste management. We
therefore commit to further reduce, reuse and recycle waste (3Rs), and to increase energy recovery from
waste, with a view to managing the majority of global waste in an environmentally sound manner and,
where possible, as a resource. Solid wastes, such*a$" electronic waste and plastics, pose particular
challenges, which should be addressed. We call for the development and enforcement of comprehensive
national and local waste management policies, strategies, laws and regulations.
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219. We urge countries and other stakeho.l
management of hazardous wastes and theiri |
to deal with these wastes is limited, in a manner Consis gs
international instruments. In this context, we welcome the relevant decisions taken at the tenth me

the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention.

220. We recognize the importance of science-based assessments_ of the risks posed by chemicals to
human beings and the environment, and of reducing human and environmental exposure to hazardous
chemicals. We encourage the development of environmentally sound and safer alternatives to hazardou;
chemicals in products and processes. To this end, we encourage, inter alia, life cycle gssessmen.t, public
information, extended producer responsibility, research and development, sustainable design and

knowledge-sharing, as appropriate.

221.  We welcome the ongoing negotiating process on a global legally binding instrument on mercury
to address the risks to human health and the environment and call for a successful outcome to the

negotiations.

222. We recognize that the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances is resuiting in a rapid increase in
the use and release of high global-warming potential hydrofluorocarbons to the environment. We support
a gradual phase-down in the consumption and production of hydrofiuorocarbons.

223. We acknowledge that sustainable and adequate long-term funding is a key element for the sound
management of chemicals and waste, in particular in developing countries. In this regard, we welcome
the consultative process on financing options for chemicals and waste, initiated to consider the need for
heightened efforts to increase the political priority accorded to sound management of chemicals and
waste, and the increased need for sustainable, predictable, adequate and accessible financing for the
chemicals and waste agenda. We look forward to the forthcoming proposals by the Executive Director of
UNEP, which will be considered by the International Conference on Chemicals Management and at the
twenty-seventh session of the Governing Council of UNEP.

Sustainable consumption and production

224. We recall the commitments made in the Rio .Declaration on Environment and Development,
Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation on sustainable consumption and production
and, in particular, the request in chapter 3 of the Plan of Implementation to encourage and promote the
development of a 10-year framework of programmes. We recognize that fundamental changes in the way
societies consume and produce are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development.

225. Countries reaffirm the commitments they have made to phase out harmful and inefficient fossil
fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption and undermine sustainable development. We invite
others to consider rationalizing inefficient fossil fuel subsidies by removing market distortions, including
restructuring taxation and phasing out harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their environmental
impacts, with such policies taking fully into account the specific. needs and conditions of developing
countries, with the aim of minimizing the possible adverse Impacts on their development and in a manner
that protects the poor and the affected commuinities. '

226. We adopt the 10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production
patterns, as contained in documentA/CONF.216/5, and highlight that the programmes included in the 10-
year framework are voluntary. We invite the General Assembly, at its sixty-seventh session, to desighate
aMember State body to take any necessary steps to fully operationalize the framework.
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Mining

227. We acknowledge that minerals and metals make a major contribution to the world economy and
modern societies. We note that mining industries are important to all countries with mineral resources, in
particular developing countries. We also note that mining offers the opportunlty to catalyse broad-based
economic development, reduce poverty and assist countries in meeting internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, when managed effectively and
properly. We acknowledge that countries have the sovereign right to develop their mineral resources
according to their national priorities and responsibility regarding the exploitation of resources described in
the Rio Principles. We further acknowledge that mining activities should maximize social and economic
benefits, -as well as effectively address negative environmental and social impacts. In this regard, we
recognize that Governments need strong capacities to develop, manage and regulate their mining
industries, in the interest of sustainable development.

228. We recognize the importance of strong and effective legal and regulatory frameworks, policies
and practices for the mining sector that deliver economic and social benefits and include effective
safeguards that reduce social and environmental impacts, as well as conserve biodiversity and
ecosystems, including during post mining closure. We call on governments and businesses to promote
the continuous improvement of accountability and transparency, as well as the effectiveness of the
relevant existing mechanisms to prevent the illicit financial flows from mining activities.

Education

229.  We reaffirm our commitments to the right to education and in this regard, we commit to strengthen
international cooperation to achieve universal access to primary education, particularly for developing
countries. We further reaffirm that full access to quality education at all levels is an essential condition for
achieving sustainable development poverty eradication, gender equality and the empowerment of
women, as well as human development, for the attainment of the internationally agreed development
goals, lncludlngthe Millennium Development Goals, and for the full participation of both women and men,
in particular young people. In this regard, we stress the need for ensuring equal access to education for
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, local communities, ethnic minorities and people living in
rural areas. )

230. Werecognize that the younger generations are the custodians of the future and the need for better
quality and access to education beyond the primary level. We therefore resolve to improve the capacity of
our education systems to prepare people to pursue sustainable development, including through
enhanced teacher training, the development of sustainability curricula, the development of training
programmes that prepare students for careers in fields related to sustainability, and more effective use of
.information and communications technologies to enhance learning outcomes. We call for enhanced
cooperation among schools, communities and authorities in efforts to promote access to quality
education at all levels.

231. We encourage Member States to promote sustainable development awareness among youth,
inter alia by promoting programmes for non-formal education in accordance with the goals of the United
Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, 2005-2014.

232. We emphasize the importance of greater international cooperation to improve access to
education, including. through building and strengthening education infrastructure and increasing
investment in education, particularly investment to improve the quality of education for all in developing
countries. We encourage international educational exchanges and partnerships, including the creation of
fellowships and scholarships to help achieve global education goals.

233. ‘We resolve to promote education for sustainable development and to integrate sustainable
development more actively mto education beyond the United Nations Decade of Education for

Sustainable Development.
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234, We strongly encourage educational institutions to consider adopting good p_ra_ctiqes in
sustainability management on their campuses and in their communities with the active partlc_lpatlon of,
inter alia, students, teachers and local partners, and teaching sustainable development as an integrated

component across disciplines.

235. We underscore the importance of supporting educational institutions, especially higher
educational institutions in developing countries, to carry out research and innovation for sustainable
development, including in the field of education, to develop quality and innovative programmes, including
entrepreneurship and business skills training, professional, technical and vocational training and lifelong
learning, geared to bridging skills gaps for advancing national sustainable development objectives.

Gender equality and the empowerment of women

236. We reaffirm the vital role of women and the need for their full and equal participation and
leadership in all areas of sustainable development, and decide to accelerate the implementation of our
respective commitments in this regard as contained in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, as well as Agenda 21, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and
the United Nations Millennium Declaration.

237.  We recognize that, although progress on gender equality has been made in some areas, the
potential of women to engage in, contribute to and benefit from sustainable development as leaders,
participants and agents of change has not been fully realized, owing to, inter alia, persistent social,
economic and political inequalities. We support prioritizing measures to promote gender equality and the
empowerment of women in all spheres of our societies, including the removal of barriers to their full and
equal participation in decision-making and management at all levels, and we emphasize the impact of
setting specific targets and implementing temporary measures, as appropriate, for substantially
increasing the number of women in leadership positions, with the aim of achieving gender parity.

238. We resolve to uniock the potential of women as drivers of sustainable development, including
through the repeal of discriminatory laws and the removal of formal barriers, ensuring equal access to
justice and legal support, the reform of institutions to ensure competence and capacity for gender
mainstreaming and the development and adoption of innovative and special approaches to address
informal, harmful practices that act as barriers to gender equality. In this regard, we commit to creating an
enabling environment for improving the situation of women and girls everywhere, particularly in rural
areas and local communities and among indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities.

239. We commit to actively promote the collection, analysis and use of gender sensitive indicators and
sex-disaggregated data in policy, programme design and monitoring frameworks, in accordance with
national circumstances and capacities, in order to deliver on the promise of sustainable development for
all.

240. We are committed to equal rights and opportunities for women in political and economic decision-
making and resource allocation and to removing any barriers that prevent women from being full
participants in the economy. We resolve to undertake legislative and administrative reforms to give
women equal rights with men to economic resources, including access to ownership and control over land
and other forms of property, credit, inheritance, natural resources and appropriate new technology. -
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241. We are committed to promote the equal access of women and girls to education, basic services,
economic opportunities and health-care services, including addressing women's sexual and
reproductive health, and ensuring universal access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable modern
methods of family planning. In this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to implement the Programme of
Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and the key actions for the further
implementation of that Programme of Action

242. We recognize that gender equality and the effective part|C|pat|on of women are important for
effective action on all aspects ofsustalnable development

243. We support the work of the United Nations system, including the United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), in promoting and achieving gender equality and
the empowerment of women in all aspects of life, including with respect to the linkages between gender
equality and the empowerment of women-and the promotion of sustainable development. We support the
work of UN-Women in leading, coordinating and promoting the accountability of the United Nations
systemin this regard.

244. We invite donors and international organizations, including the United Nations system
organizations, as well as the international financial institutions, regional banks and major groups,
including the private sector, to integrate fully commitments and considerations on gender equality and the
empowerment of women and to ensure the participation of women and effective gender mainstreaming in
their decisionlmaking and full programming cycle. We invite them to play a supportive role in the efforts of
developing countries to integrate fully commitments and considerations on gender equality and the
empowerment of women and ensure the participation of women and effective gender mainstreaming in
their decision making, programme planning, budgeting and implementation, in accordance with national
leglslatlon priorities and capacities.

B. Sustainable developmentgoals

245. We underscore that the Millennium Development Goals are a useful tool in focusing achievement
of specific development gains as part of a broad development vision and framework for the development
activities of the United Nations, for national priority-setting and for mobilization of stakeholders and
resources towards common goals. We therefore: remaln firmly committed to their full and timely
achievement. :

246. We recognize that the development of goals could also be useful for pursuing focused and
coherent action on sustainable development. We further recognize the importance and utility of a set of
sustainable development goals, based on Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation,
which fully respect all the Rio Principles, taking into account different national circumstances, capacities
and priorities, are consistent with international law, build upon commitments already made, and
contribute to the full implementation of the outcomes of all major summits in the economic, social and
environmental fields, including the present outcome document. The goals should address and
incorporate in a balanced way all three dimensions of sustainable development and their inter linkages.
They should be coherent with and integrated into the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015,
thus contributing to the achievement of sustainable development and serving as a driver for
implementation and mainstreaming of sustainable development in the United Nations system as a whole.
The development of these goals should not divert focus or effort from the achievement of the Millennium
DevelopmentGoals. - :
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247 We also underscore that sustainable development goals should be action oriented, concise and
easy to communicate, limited in number, aspirational, global in nature and universally applicable to all
countries while taking into account different national realities, capacities and levels of development and
respecting national policies and priorities. We also recognize that the goals should address and be
focused on priority areas for the achievement of sustainable development, being guided by the present
outcome document. Governments should drive implementation with the active involvement of all relevant

stakeholders, as appropriate.

248. We resolve to establish an inclusive and transparent intergovernmental process on sustainable
development goals that is open to all stakeholders, with a view to developing global sustainable
development goals to be agreed by the General Assembly. An open working group shail be constituted no
later than at the opening of the sixty-seventh session of the Assembly and shal comprise 30
representatives, nominated by Member States from the five United Nations regional groups, with the aim
of achieving fair, equitable and balanced geographic representation. At the outset, this open working
group will decide on its methods of work, including developing modalities to ensure the full invoivement of
relevant stakeholders and expertise from civil society, the scientific community and the United Nations
system in its work, in order to provide a diversity of perspectives and experience. It will submit a report, to
the sixty-eighth session of the Assembly, containing a proposal for sustainable development goals for
consideration and appropriate action.

249. The process needs to be coordinated and coherent with the processes to consider the post 2015
development agenda. The initial input to the work of the working group will be provided by the Secretary-
General, in consuitation with national Governments. In order to provide technical support to the process
and to the work of the working group, we request the Secretary-General to ensure all necessary input and
support to this work from the United Nations system, including through establishing an inter-agency
technical support team and expert panels, as needed, drawing on all relevant expert advice. Reports on
the progress of work will be made regularly to the General Assembly.

250. We recognize that progress towards the achievement of the goals needs to be assessed and
accompanied by targets and indicators, while taking into account different national circumstances,
capacities and levels of development. ‘

251. We recognize that there is a need for global, integrated and scientifically based information on
sustainable development. In this regard, we request the relevant bodies of the United Nations system,
within their respective mandates, to support the regional economic commissions in collecting and
compiling national inputs in order to inform this global effort. We further commit to mobilizing financial
resources and capacity-building, particularly for developing countries, to achieve this endeavour.

V1. Means ofimplementation

252. We reaffirm that the means of implementation identified in Agenda 21, the Programme for the
Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the Monterrey
Consensus of the International Conference on Financing for Development and the Doha Declaration on
Financing for Development are indispensable for achieving the full and effective translation of sustainable
development commitments into tangible sustainable development outcomes. We reiterate that each
country has primary responsibility for its own economic and social development and that the role of
national policies, domestic resources and development strategies cannot be overemphasized. We
reaffirm that developing countries need additional resources for sustainable development. We recognize
the need for significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources and the effective use of
financing, in order to promote sustainable development. We acknowledge that good governance and the
rule of Ia_1w at the national and international levels are essential for sustained, inclusive and equitable
economic growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and hunger.
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A.Finance

253.  We call on all countries to prioritize sustainable development in the allocation of resources in
accordance with national priorities and needs, and we recognize the crucial importance of enhancing
financial support from all sources for sustainable development for all countries, in particular developing
countries. We recognize the importance of international, regional and national financial mechanisms,
including those accessible to subnational and local authorities, to the implementation of sustainable
development programmes, and call for their strengthening and implementation. New partnerships and
innovative sources of financing can play a role in complementing sources of financing for sustainable
development. ' We encourage their further exploration and use, alongside the traditional means of
implementation.

254, We recognize the need for significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources and the
effective use of financing, in order to give strong support to developing countries in their efforts to promote
sustainable development, including through actions undertaken in accordance with the outcome of the
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development and for achieving sustainable development
goals.

255. We agree to establish an intergovernmental process under the auspices of the General Assembly,
with technical support from the United Nations system and in open and broad consultation with relevant
international and regional financial institutions and other relevant stakeholders. The process will assess
financing needs, consider the effectiveness, consistency and synergies of existing instruments and
frameworks, and evaluate additional initiatives, with a view to preparing a report proposing options on an
effective sustainable development financing strategy to facilitate the moblluzatlon of resources and their
effective use in achieving sustainable development objectives.

256. An intergovernmental committee, comprising 30 experts nominated by regional groups, with
equitable geographical representation, willimplement this process, concluding its work by 2014.

257. We request the General Assembly to consider the report of the intergovernmental committee and
take appropriate action.

258. We recognize that the fulfilment of all commitments related to ODA is crucial, including the
commitments by many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product
(GNP) for ODA to developing countries by 2015, as well as a target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of GNP for
ODA to the least developed countries. To reach their agreed timetables, donor countries should take all
necessary and appropriate measures to raise the rate of aid disbursements in order to meet their existing
commitments. We urge those developed countries that have not yet done so to make additional concrete
efforts towards the target of 0.7 per cent of GNP for ODA to developing countries, including the specific
target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of GNP for ODA to the least developed countries, in accordance with their
_commitments. To build on progress achieved in ensuring that ODA is used effectively, we stress the
importance of democratic governance, improved transparency and accountability, and managing for
results. We strongly encourage all donors to establish, as soon as possible, rolling indicative timetables
that illustrate how they aim to reach their goals, in accordance with their respective budget allocation
process. We stress the importance of mobilizing greater domestic support in developed countries
towards the fulfiiment of their commitments, including through raising public awareness, providing data
onthe developmentimpact of aid provided and demonstrating tangible results.

(122y



259.  We welcome increasing efforts to improve the quality of ODA and 'go increase its development
impact. We also recognize the need to improve development effectivgness, increase programme-based
approaches, use country systems for activities managed by the public sector, reduce transaction cos?s
and improve mutual accountability and transparency and, in this regard, we call upon all donors to yqtle
aid to the maximum extent. We will further make development more effective and predictable by provnQ:ng
developing countries with regular and timely indicative information on planned support in thg medlum
term. We recognize the importance of efforts by developing countries to strengthen leadership of th_elr
own development, national institutions, systems and capacity to ensure the bes.t fesults for effectilve
development by engaging. with parliaments and citizens in shaping those pollc_:les and d.eep.enlng
engagement with civil society organizations. We should also bear in mind that there is no one-size-fits-all
formula that will guarantee development effectiveness. The specific situation of each country neegis tp be
fully considered. accountability and transparency and, in this regard, we call upon all donors to untie a_nc_i to
the maximum extent. We will further make development more effective and predictable by prov@mg
developing countries with regular and timely indicative information on planned support in the_ medlurp
term. We recognize the importance of efforts by developing countries to strengthen leadership of thelr
own development, national institutions, systems and capacity to ensure the best results for effect_lve
development by engaging with parliaments and citizens in shaping those policies and deepening
engagement with civil society organizations. We should also bear in mind that there is no one-size-fits-all
formula that will guarantee development effectiveness. The specific situation of each country needs to be

fully considered.

260. We note that the aid architecture has significantly changed in the current decade. New aid
providers and novel partnership approaches, which utilize new modalities of cooperation, have
contributed to increasing the flow of resources. Further, the interplay of development assistance with
private investment, trade and new development actors provides new opportunities for aid to leverage
private resource flows. We reiterate our support for South-South cooperation, as well as triangular
cooperation, which provide much needed additional resources to the implementation of development
programmes. We recognize the importance and different history and particularities of South-South
cooperation and stress that South-South cooperation should be seen as an expression of solidarity and
cooperation between countries, based on their shared experiences and objectives. Both forms of
cooperation support a development agenda that addresses the particular needs and expectations of
developing countries. We also recognize that South-South cooperation complements rather than
substitutes for North-South cooperation. We acknowledge the role played by middle-income developing
countries as providers and recipients of development cooperation. :

261. " We invite the international financial institutions, within their respective mandates, to continue
providing financial resources, including through specific mechanisms for the promotion of sustainable
development and poverty eradication in developing countries.

262.  We recognize that greater coherence and coordination among the various funding mechanisms
and initiatives related to sustainable development are crucial. We reiterate the importance of ensuring
that developing countries have steady and predictable access to adequate financing from all sources to
promote sustainable development. -

263. We recognize that ongoing serious global financial and economic challenges carry the possibility
of undoing years of hard work and gains made in relation to the debt of developing countries. We further
recognize the need to assist developing countries in ensuring long-term debt sustainability through
coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate.

264. We stress the need for adequate funding for the operational activities of the United Nations
development system, as well as the need to make funding more predictable, effective and efficient as part

of wider effort§ to mobilize new, additional and predictable resources to achieve the objectives that we
have setforth in the present outcome document. ' '
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265. We recognize the important achievements of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) over the past
20 years in funding environmental projects and welcome important reform processes that GEF has
carried out during recent years, and we call for its further improvement and encourage GEF to take
additional steps, within its mandate, to make resources more accessible to meet country needs for the
national implementation of their international environmental commitments. We Support further
simplification of procedures and assistance to developing countries, in particular in assisting the least
developed countries, Africa and small istand developing States in accessing resources from GEF, and
enhanced coordination with other instruments and programmes focusing on environmentally sustainable

development.

266. " We stress that fighting corruption and illicit financial flows at both the national and international
levels is a priority and that corruption is a serious barrier to effective resource mobilization and allocation
and diverts resources away from activities that are vital for poverty eradication, the fight against hunger
and sustainable development. We are determined to take urgent and decisive steps to continue to combat
corruption in all its manifestations, which requires strong institutions at all levels, and urge all States that
have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to the United Nations Convention against
Corruption and begin its implementation.

267. -We consider that innovative financing mechanisms can make a positive contribution in assisting
developing countries to mobilize additional resources for financing for development on a voluntary basis.
Such financing should supplement and not be a substitute for traditional sources of financing. While
recognizing the considerable progress in innovative sources of financing for development, we call for a
scallng up of present initiatives, where appropriate.

268. We recognize that a dynamic, inclusive, well-functioning, socially and environmentally
responsible private sector is a valuable instrument that can offer a crucial contribution to economic growth
and reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development. In order to foster private sector
development, we shall continue to pursue appropriate national policy and regulatory frameworks in a
manner consistent with national laws to encourage public and private initiatives, including at the local
level, to foster a dynamic and well-functioning business sector, and to facilitate entrepreneurship and
innovation, including among women, the poor and the vulnerable. We will work to improve income growth
and distribution, inter alia through raising productivity, empowering women, protecting labour rights, and
taxation. We recognize that the appropriate role of government in relation to the promotion and regulation
ofthe pnvate sector will vary from country to country depending on national circumstances.

B. Technology

269. We emphasize the importance of technology transfer to developing countries and recall the
provisions on technology transfer, finance, access to information and intellectual property rights as
agreed in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, in particular its call to promote, facilitate and finance,
as appropriate, access to and the development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound
technologies and corresponding know-how, in particular to developing countries, on favourable terms,
including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed. We also take note of the further
evolution of discussions and agreements on these issues since the adoption of the Plan of
Implementation.

270. We stress the importance of access by all countries to environmentally sound technologies, new
knowledge, know-how and expertise. We further stress the importance of cooperative action on
technology innovation, research and development. We agree to explore modalities in the relevant forums
forenhanced.access to environmentally sound technologies by developing countries.

271.  We underline the need for enabling environments for the development, adaptation, dissemination
éndv transfer of environmentally sound technologies. In this context, we note the role of foreign direct
investment, international trade and international cooperation in the transfer of environmentally sound
technologies. We engage in our countries as well as through international cooperation to promote
investmentin science, innovation and technology for sustainable development.
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272. We recognize the importance of strengthened national, scientific and technological ¢ apacities for
sustainable development. This can help countries, especially developing countries, to develop their own
innovative solutions, scientific research and new, environmentally sound technologies, with the support
of the international community. To this end, we support building science and technology capacity, with
both women and men as contributors and beneficiaries, including through collaboration among research
- institutions, universities, the private sector, governments, non-governmental organizations and scientists

273. We requést relevant United Nations agencies to identify options for a facilitation mechanism that
promotes the development, transfer and dissemination of clean and environmentally sound technologies
by, inter alia, assessing the technology needs of déveloping countries, options to address those needs
and capacity-building. We request the Secretary-General, on the basis of the options identified and taking
into account existing models, to make recommendations Regarding the facilitation mechanism to the
sixty-seventh session ofthe General Assembly.

274. We recognize the importance of space-technology-based data, in situ monitoring and reliable
geospatial information for sustainable development policymaking, programming and project operations.
In this context, we note the relevance of global mapping and recognize the efforts in developing global
environmental observing systems, including by the Eye on Earth Network and through the Global Earth
Observation System of Systems. We recognize the need to support developing countries in their efforts to
collect environmental data.

275. We recognize the importance of strengthening international, regional and national capacities in
research and technology assessment, especially in view of the rapid development and possible
deployment of new technologies that may also have unintended negative impacts, .in particular on
biodiversity and health, or other unforeseen consequences.

276. We recognize the need to facilitate informed policy decision-making on sustainable development
issues and, in this regard, to strengthen the science-policy interface. A -

C. Capacity-building

277. We emphasize the need for enhanced capacity-building for sustainable development and, in this
regard, we call for the strengthening of technical and scientific cooperation, including North-South, South-
South and triangular cooperation. We reiterate the -importance of human resource development,
including - training, the exchange of experiences and expertise, knowledge transfer and technical
assistance for capacity-building, which involves strengthening |nst|tut|onal capacity, including planning,
management and monitoring capacities.

278. We call for the continued andvfocused implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology
Support and Capacity-building, adopted by UNEP.

279. We encourage the participation and representation of men and women scientists and researchers

from developing and developed countries in processes related to global environmental and sustainable

development assessment and monitoring, with the purpose of enhancmg national capabilities and the
quality of research for pollcy and decision-making processes

280. We invite all relevant agencies of the United Natlons system ah'd other relevant international

organi_zatior;s_to support developing countries and, in particular, the least developed countries in’
capacity-building for developing resource-efficient and inclusive economies, including through:
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(@) Sharing sustainable practices in various economic sectors;

(b) ‘Enhancing knowledge and capacity to integrate disaster risk reduction and resilience into
development plans;

(c) Supporting North-South, South-South and triangular cooperatioh forthe
(D) transition to a resource-efficient economy;
(d) Promoting public-private partnerships.

D.Trade

281. We reaffirm that international trade is an engine for development and sustained economic
growth, and also reaffirm the critical role that a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and
equitable multilateral trading system, as well as meaningful trade liberalization, can play in stimulating
economic growth and development worldwide, thereby benefiting all countries at all stages of
development, as they advance towards sustainable development. In this context, we remain focused on
achieving progress in addressing a set of important issues, such as, inter alia, trade-distorting subsidies
and trade in environmental goods and services.

282. We urge the members of WTO to redouble their efforts to achieve an ambitious, balanced and
development-oriented conclusion to the Doha Development Agenda, while respecting the principles of
transparency, inclusiveness and consensual decision-making, with a view to strengthening the
multilateral trading system. In order to effectively participate in the work programme of WTO and fully
realize trade opportunities, developing countrles need the assistance and enhanced cooperation of all
relevant stakeholders.

E. Registry of commitments

283. We welcome the commitments voluntarily entered into at the United.Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development and throughout 2012 by all stakeholders and their networks to implement
. concrete policies, plans, programmes, projects and actions to promote sustainable development and
poverty eradication. We invite the Secretary-General to compile these commitments and facilitate access
to other registries that have compiled commitments, in an Internet-based registry. The registry should
make information about the commitments fully transparent and accessible to the public, and it should be
periodically updated.
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