
RODIYAS AND THE SOCIETY 
T h i s i n t r o d u c e s u s t o t h e w i d e r f i e l d o f R o d i y a l i fe in 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e s o c i e t y . W h i l e t h e s o c i a l t a b o o w o r k e d s t r o n g 
a n d still o p e r a t e s in s o f a r a s t h e m a i n l i fe f u n c t i o n s a r e 
c o n c e r n e d , a s m e a n s of l i v e l i h o o d , s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , r e l i g i o u s 
w o r s h i p , e t c . , R o d i y a l i fe h a s n o t b e e n w i t h o u t its s u n n y s i d e . 
In a p r o p e r a p p r a i s a l of t h e l i fe o f t h e R o d i y a v i s a v is t h e 
s o c i e t y , t h e f a c t h a s t o b e f a c e d t h a t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e 
v a r i e s d i f f e r e n t l y in d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e I s l a n d . F o r a d i s t a n t 
e c h o of R o d i y a l i fe in t h e d a y s w h e n h e w a s n o t a v i c t i m t o 
t h e s o c i a l t a b o o o f l a t e r d a y s , w e h a v e to r e s o r t t o t h e 
W a n n i , w h e r e t h e c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n of R o d i y a life is s o m e t h i n g 
v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h a t it is e l s e w h e r e . T h e W a n n i R o d i y a 
m a n o r w o m a n m a y n o t b e s o l ight s k i n n e d o r h a n d s o m e a s 
s o m e of t h e R a t n a p u r a o f K a n d y a n R o d i y a , a n d h e h a s a 
t h i n n e r f r a m e o f b o d y , b u t s o c i a l l y h e e n j o y s a b e t t e r s t a t u s 
a n d is e c o n o m i c a l l y m o r e p r o s p e r o u s . E d u c a t i o n a l l y t o o , 
a s H u g h N e v i l l i n s p e a k i n g a b o u t t h e m s i x t y y e a r s a g o h a s 
r e m a r k e d " t h e y h a v e a l w a y s b e e n a b l e t o h a v e t h e i r s o n s 

t a u g h t t o r e a d a n d w r i t e a t t h e P a n s a l a a n d a c t u a l l y a l m o s t 
a l l of t h e m c a n b o t h r e a d a n d w r i t e " . O n t h e r e l i g i o u s p l a n e 
a l s o h e e n j o y s a f r e e d o m o f w o r s h i p , n o t o b t a i n i n g 
e l s e w h e r e . T o d a y , t h e R o d i y a s of M a - a e l i y a te l l s u s t h a t 
t h e y g o w e l l d r e s s e d t o t h e t e m p l e s , a n d t h e i r w o m e n t o o 
g o t o w o r s h i p in c l e a n d r e s s . T h e y d a i l y t a k e t h e p a n s i l a n d 
t h e m o n k s a d m i n i s t e r t o t h e m s o c i o - r e l i g i o u s r i t es s u c h a s 
p i r i th c h a n t i n g , b a n a - p r e a c h i n g , e t c . O n t h e f o o d f r o n t , t h e 
W a n n i R o d i y a s a r e m o r e o r l e s s a b o v e w a n t . A s B a b a 
H u l u v a l i y a of M a - e a l i y a v i l l a g e te l l s y o u , t h o u g h f e e l i n g s of 
s u p e r i o r i t y s t a n d in t h e w a y of t h e h i g h e r c l a s s e s m i n g l i n g 
w i t h t h e m a t s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s o r of e m p l o y i n g t h e m t o w o r k 
in t h e i r p a d d y f i e l d s , t h e y d o n o t h e s i t a t e t o g o t o h i m a t h i s 
k u p p a y a m a o n t h e i r o w n b u s i n e s s . T h i s a g a i n is a p o i n t e r 
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e R o d i y a a s a c l a s s w a s n o t t h e d e s p i s e d 
s e c t t h a t h e h a s d e v e l o p e d t o b e in t h e n o t t o o d i s t a n t p a s t . 
G l i m p s e s s u c h a s t h e s e r e a d w i t h N e v i l l ' s r e m a r k s t h a t h e 
is " s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h e N a v a r a t n a V a l l i R o d i is o n e of t h e b e s t 
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m a r k e d r a c e s in C e y l o n a n d n o t m e r e o u t c a s t s " , s h o u l d 
p e r s u a d e us>to r e v i s e t h e g e n e r a l i d e a a b o u t t h e R o d i y a . 

T h e o t h e r s i d e of t h e p i c t u r e is w h a t is p r e s e n t e d t o u s 
in R o d i y a l i fe in t h e r e s t of t h e I s l a n d . T h a t t h e R o d i y a of t h e 
K a n d y a n d a y s h a s h a d a t o u g h t i m e w e a r e a w a r e . B u t h e 
h a s a l w a y s h a d t h e gift of t a k i n g a r e a l i s t i c v i e w o f l i fe w i t h 
its u p s a n d d o w n s ; a n d a m o n g t h e c h i e f a t t r i b u t e s w h i c h 
h a s h e l p e d h i m t o l i v e in h i s e n t e r t a i n m e n t v a l u e w h i c h t h e 
s o c i e t y d e s p i s e h i s l o w s o c i a l v a l u e s - o r p o s s i b l y b e c a u s e 
of t h e m - h a s n o t b e e n u n w i l l i n g t o a c c e p t , a n d e v e n t o 
e n c o u r a g e . In s u p p o r t of t h i s l i g h t e r s i d e of R o d i y a l i fe , w e 
h a v e t h e e v i d e n c e of S a s i r a of U d u g a l p i t i y a , K a d u g a n n a w a , 
w h o in h is t i m e h a s c o n d u c t e d t r o u p e s o f R o d i y a d a n c e r s 
a t s p e c i a l s o c i a l o c c a s i o n s . A m o n g t h e c e r t i f i c a t e s h e w a s 
p r o u d t o s h o w w a s o n e i s s u e d b y t h e C e y l o n I n d u s t r i e s 
F a i r s A s s o c i a t i o n t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t " S a s i r a o f U d u g a l p i t i y a 
b r o u g h t a t r o u p e o f R o d i y a w o m e n d a n c e r s f o r d a n c i n g a n d 
t h e y d a n c e d a t t h e E x h i b i t i o n . T h e d a n c i n g w a s a p p r e c i a t e d 
b y t h e a u d i e n c e " . T h e E x h i b i t i o n w a s h e l d a t V i c t o r i a p a r k , 
C o l o m b o , f r o m 2 8 t h A p r i l t o 7 t h M a y , 1 9 3 9 . F o r f u r t h e r 
i n s i g h t in to t h e l i fe of a R o d i y a d a n c i n g g i r l , w e c a n n o t d o 
b e t t e r t h a n l i s t e n t o t h e r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f V a s a n a V a l l i of 
T a l a v i t i y a , a d a n c e r of r e p u t e in h e r y o u t h , d a n c i n g a t 
w e d d i n g s a n d s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s , n o w i n f i r m a n d o l d w i t h h e r 
t h r e e s c o r e a n d t e n y e a r s of a g e a n d l iv ing a t h e r T a l a v i t i y a 
h a m l e t , still p r o u d t o r e c a l l m e m o r i e s of h e r d a n c i n g l i fe . 
S h e w a s p r e t t y a n d w o r e g o o d j e w e l l e r y ; a n d h a d a s i l v e r 
w a i s t g i r d l e of e i g h t c h a i n s . A p a r t f r o m d a n c i n g , s h e w a s 
s k i l l e d in s p i n n i n g b r a s s d i s c s o n t h e t i p s o f h e r f i n g e r s , 
s p i n n i n g f i v e d i s c s a t t h e s a m e t i m e a n d s u p p o r t e d t h r e e 
d i s c s o n t h e n o k k u s t i c k a n d s p i n n e d t h e m , r e s t i n g t h e s t i ck 
o n h e r n o s e . W h e n s h e t a l k e d of h e r m o t h e r , w h o d a n c e d 
a t w e d d i n g f e s t i v a l s , s h e w a s fu l l of e m o t i o n . A t o n e of t h e s e 
d a n c e s h e r m o t h e r w a s f a v o u r e d b y t h e a t t e n t i o n s of a 

c e r t a i n w i t h w h o m s h e l i v e d a n d b y w h o m s h e h a d 
t w o c h i l d r e n , h e r s e l f a n d h e r b r o t h e r , t h e f a t h e r of H u l u v a l i y a 
J a n a r a t n a V i l l i y a of t h e v i l l a g e . 

R o d i y a d a n c e s o n g s a r e n o t e a s y t o c o l l e c t a s R o d i y a 
d a n c i n g a t s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s is a t h i n g ,of t h e p a s t . It w a s 
g r a t i f y i n g t h e r e f o r e t o h a v e g o t V a s a n a V a l l i t o s i n g t o m e 
a f e w d a n c e - s o n g s , t w o of w h i c h I h e r e r e p r o d u c e w i t h a 
f r e e E n g l i s h r e n d e r i n g a s t y p i c a l s p e c i m e n s of R o d i y a 
d a n c i n g s o n g s :-

1 
S i t u k u l a m a t i v a r u s i t i n a s a b a m a d a o m a r i p a p a y a n a 
n e y i y a d a m , 
p a t u n a v a i n a p i t a a n d i n a s e l a y a 
ral i ral i p a l a m 
D u t u v i t a s a l e l u n v a d a v a n a v e h e s a y a 
p i y a v u r u r a n t a t i m e n , 
N a t u m a t a n o v a b i y a m a d a k u t 
s i h i n i n g a n a t u v a y e n 

1 
B e f o r e t h e L o r d s of w e a l t h a s s e m b l e d 
I d a n c e t h e a l l u r i n g m a i d e n d a n c e , 
D r a p e d in a n e w s i l k e n s a r i 
T r a i l i n g d o w n in f o l d s of g r a c e ; 
T h e g o l d e n b a l l s of s w e l l i n g b r e a s t s 

E x c i t e t h e s u s c e p t i b l e y o u t h f u l m i n d ; 
I f e a r n o t t h e s w a y i n g d a n c e , 
O u t t o p l e a s e y o u w i t h s w i n g i n g g a i t , 

2 
V a s s a t a K i r i d u n n a m n a d a n n e 
V i s v a at i m a t i s a b e s i t i n n e 
A s v a h a n a t a m a g e n a t u m b a l a n n e 
R a k s a v e n n a t a t a g i l a b e n n e 

2 
F e d w i t h m i l k t h e c a l f d o e s n o t b l e a t , 
A n d in t h e a s s e m b l y , n o b l e L o r d s in g o o d 
f a i t h d o si t , 
B e h o l d m y d a n c e a n d c a s t n o e v i l g l a n c e 
F o r m y l i v e l i h o o d , g i f ts d o I s e e k . 

3 
P o r a n a a p e g a d i n K i y a n a K a v i m e l e s i n 
a s a n a g u n a s a m i d u n g e 
E l e s a a d a m a v i s i n K i y a n a K a v i a s a m i n 
v i l a s a n a d a K o v u l a n g e 
S a v a n a m a n a p i n a m i n , 
b e d a n a d a n a s a t u t i n , 
g a n i m i s i t a l e s a v u n g e 
T a g i m a t a d e n a m i n s a t u t u k a r a v a m i n 
l o b a h a r a s a m i d u n g e 

3 
I s i n g s o n g s w h i c h , o u r a n c i e n t g a d i s a n g 
A n d w h i c h y o u r v i r t u o u s l o r d s n o w d o h e a r . A n d l i s t e n t o 
t h e s o n g s I t o d a y s i n g , 
S w e e t a s t h e c u c k o o ' s c l a r i o n s o n g 
T o y o u r e a r s a n d h e a r t a p p e a l i n g , 
T o g i v e m e g i f ts a n d fulf i l m y h e a r t ' s 
d e s i r e , 
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G i v i n g m e u n g r u d g i n g a n d t h u s 
O h ! L o r d s , f r e e y o u r s e l f o f g r e e d . 

4 
D e n n a m a t a t a g i h i t a v e n n a h o n d a 
t a l e k a t a , 
O n n a K a v i y a k h i t u n a 
V e n d a p i h i t a k n o s i t a n t a k a r u n a k n a t a 
G a n d a m a g e a t a a l l a n t a i d a l a b u n o t 
M e n n a p i n k a n d a p e n u n a , 
y a n d a g a m a n a t r a v e n d a e n a v a m a t a 
D e n n a n a t a p e r e p a v i n a 

4 
G i f t s d o I s e e k t o d a n c e a n d s i n g 

t h e m o r e , 
P a u s e n o t t o t a k e m e b y m y h a n d 
If s o it p l e a s e s y o u L o r d s ; 
T h e L o r d s u n m o v e d , I s e e , 
V e r y p i l l a r s of v i r t u e , 
T i s t i m e f o r m e t o l e a v e 
A n d o f g i f ts I g e t n o n e , 
A n d m y e v i l K a r m a e v e r p u r s u e s m e . 

A s a n e x a m p l e o f s i n g i n g t h e p r a i s e s of a R o d i y a 
b e a u t y , t h e f o l l o w i n g q u a t r a i n b y a n a n o n y m o u s a u t h o r of 
a b o u t t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , c a n n o t b e s u r p a s s e d :-

U v a n a p i p i s a r e d e l a v a n a r a t u p u l l a 
D e n e t a i n d u v a r e t u n g u t a n a h a s a t u l l a 
M e l e s a d i v a s a r e l e s u d a l a R o d i k e l l a 
R a t n a p u r a m b a r a d i s i p i r i s a n d a t u l l a 
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O t h o u , f a i r of f a c e l i ke t h e 
f u l l - b l o w n l o t u s 
T h y r o s y l ips t h e r e d l i l ies m a t c h 
T h i n e e y e s b l u e a s t h e i n d u v a r a f l o w e r , 
W i t h s w e l l i n g b r e a s t s of s w a n l i k e s h a p e 
T h u s r e s p l e n d e n t , t h e l i v e l o n g d a y , 
O ! R o d i g i r l ! 

T h e full m o o n s h i n i n g o v e r R a t n a p u r a s k y . 
T h a t R o d i y a w o m e n a s a r u l e w e r e c o n s c i o u s of t h e i r 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t v a l u e is o b v i o u s . It is e q u a l l y t r u e t h a t t h e y 
u s e d t h e i r c h a r m s - e v e n e x p l o i t e d t h e m t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t 
- for t h e i r e c o n o m i c b e t t e r m e n t , w h i c h w a s r e a l l y o n e of t h e 
f e w a v e n u e s o p e n t o t h e m to k e e p t h e i r f l a g f l y i n g . T h e y 
h a v e b e e n f r e e l y t a l k e d of a s i m m o r a l , o r e v e n c a l l e d 
p r o s t i t u t e s . It is n o t f o r m e t o d i s c u s s t h e r i g h t s o r t h e 
w r o n g s of t h e i r c o n d u c t . B u t it s e e m s t o m e t h a t t o a p p l y 
c o n v e n t i o n a l e t h i c a l s t a n d a r d s t o a g r o u p of m e n a n d 
w o m e n l a b o u r i n g u n d e r a g e - o l d s o c i a l t a b o o s , is t o m i s s 
t h e p o i n t . T h e o n l y y a r d s t i ck b y w h i c h t h e i r c o n d u c t c a n b e 
m e a s u r e d is t h a t of t h e i n e s c a p a b l e r e a l i t i e s of l i fe. J u d g e d 
b y s u c h a s t a n d a r d , o n t h e b a r of e n l i g h t e n e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
t h e y s t a n d m o r e s i n n e d a g a i n s t t h a n s i n n i n g . A c t u a l l y , t h e i r 
m o r a l s a r e n o t s o b a d . 

W h a t h o w e v e r is o b v i o u s is t h a t t h e f e m i n i n e of t h e 
s p e c i e s h a s a l w a y s b e e n a n i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t o r , a n d s o c i e t y 
a s a r u l e h a s b e e n m o r e t o l e r a n t of t h e R o d i y a w o m a n , w h o 
m a k e s h e r s e l f c o n s p i c u o u s b y h e r s p e c i a l i t y of t u r n i n g t h e 
b r a s s p l a t e o n h e r f o r e - f i n g e r , d e x t e r o u s l y t w i r l i n g it r o u n d 
a n d h i g h , o r p r o j e c t i n g a n u m b e r of b a l l s , a n d ski l l fu l ly 
c a t c h i n g t h e m a l t e r n a t e l y w i t h o u t l e t t i n g t h e m fa l l . S h e a l s o 



seems to have had something of the character of the 
European gypsy in her make-up, pretending to a knowledge 
of fortune telling by palmistry, which she was supposed to 
know, though little of this is evident today. 

That they address different persons in different ways is 
an information of interest that Nevill gives. Thus a Goigama 
Hamuduruwo, or Budu Hamuduruwo; a Salagama 
Hamuduruwo; a Aratchi Hamuduruwo; Batgama, 
Gurukamkarana Hamuduruwo; a Nekati, Gurunanse; a 
Badahaela or potter, kankanam Hamuduruwo, a Raduwa, 
a Pedi Hamuduruwo; a Viskarma, Badal or Lokuru 
Hamuduruwo. Such niceties of forms scarcely prevail today. 

Among the many generalizations that are freely made of 
them is that they are a very mysterious people, that they 
work magical charms and conjure you, and that they are 
more dreaded than abhorred. Much of this has no basis 
today. Except for the ordinary protective charms, a 
knowledge of which most vedaralas and others possess, 
the Rodiyas have no speciality of magic, either for good or 
for evil. At least they have none now. Of medicine, a 
knowledge of which also stands to their credit, or discredit. 
I have seen little evidence except in the Wanni where the 

Ma-aeliya village has three physicians practising, as they 
said, Sarvanga Vedakama, or the treatment based on 
Ayurveda, and Sarpa Vedakama, or snake-charming, the 
late being known to be one of their traditional specialities. 
Vedaralas of other societies are reported to teach them the 
healing art, who also come and attend on the Rodiya 
patients of the Wanni. 

Taboo in the sense of "a prohinition to which a religious 
or magico-religious sanction is attached", has not had a 
uniform application to the Rodiya in his social relations, as 
it varied with the time and place. Despite the reference that 
the Rodiya is more dreaded than despised, he has been 
regarded by the society with mixed feelings both good and 
evil. This is abundantly evident today, and scarcely needs 
illustrating. I would however mention an instance or two of 
some interest to this aspect of Rodiya life-which support the 
idea that the Rodiya is not altogether so avoided a person 
as convention has made it out to be. At one of my recent 
investigations at Talavitiya, was a man in the company of 
the rest who was keen on giving me some information of 
Rodiya religion. As happens at such gatherings, men come 
and go; and after he had left, I learned that he was not one 
of them but a high caste peasant. On the same day latter on, 
walked in a women at this village, who looked distinctly 
different and respectable, whom I learned later to be a 
neighbour, of the Wahumpura class. The social friendliness 
revealed is obvious. In this very village is one Mahadurage 
Lavneris, reported to be a Salagama - age 45 - born at 
Totagamuva; he lost his parents when he was a child and 
left home when 10 years of age. Roaming about the Island 
doing odd jobs, he lived in Colombo for about 15 years, 
doing cooly work. He married first a Salagama woman who 
died leaving behind 4 children. After this he came to 
Talavitiya area and worked in the gem pits. During this time 
he came over to the Kuppayama of Talavitiya and settled 
down taking unto his wife a Rodiya woman - with whom he 
has been residing here for about 20 years. He has 5 
children, I son and 4 daughters, his eldest daughter being 
given in marriage to a Rodiya at the Talavitiya Kuppayama 
in Mawanella. Instances such as this go to show that to 
others in difficulties, the Rodiya village has been a home of 
refuge which incidentally is a factor in explaining the 
differences in physical characters that we find in the make
up of a Rodiya settlement. 

The relationship of the Rodiya with the Kinnaraya is 
among the interesting side lights in his life story. On this 
subject, according to Nevill the Rodiyas maintain that the 
Kinnarayas face them, they say "Oh Vedda (with an honorific 
affix) we kalala weavers are going here", and standing in a 
reverential attitude, wait for the Rodiya to pass, and that this 
respect is said to be exacted by violence if necessary. Nevill 
however adds that a Kinnaraya would no doubt indignantly 
deny such a submission to the Rodiya. It is nevertheless 
still narrated that in the past when a Rodiya and a Kinnaraya 
happen to meet in a narrow lane, they would stand glaring 
at each other, until either of them got nervous and ran off, 
or until some one of a higher class came and told both to 
clear away. The hereditary enmity is kept green in such 
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cr>j£OT3 G e c f l S " " s t a r i n g in t h e f a c e l i ke t h e R o d i y a a n d 
t h e K i n n a r a y a " , o r a g a i n " l ike t h e c o b r a a n d t h e p o l o n g a " 
( t h e R u s s e l ' s V i p e r ) ; a l l o f w h i c h r e c a l l t h e h e r e d i t a r y 
e n m i t y b e t w e e n t h e R o d i y a a n d t h e K i n n a r a y a . A t t h e 
T a l a p i t i y a c o l o n y of R o d i y a s in t h e d is t r ic t of K e g a l l e , a 
r e f e r e n c e b y t h e r e s i d e n t s t o t h e i r a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e 
K i n n a r a y a w a s v e r y a m u s i n g , a s s e r t i n g a s t h e y d i d t h a t if 
e v e r a K i n n a r a y a d a r e d t o c o m e t h e r e , t h e y w o u l d a s s a u l t 
h i m a n d d r i v e h i m a w a y . T h e K i n n a r a y a b y h a b i t w e a r s h is 
h a i r s h o r t , r o u n d w h i c h t u r n s t h e s t o r y a s t o l d m e a t t h i s v is i t 
b y t h e R o d i y a s o f T a l a p i t i y a , t h a t a K i n n a r a y a o n c e a s k e d 
f o r a R o d i y a gir l in m a r r i a g e . I n d i g n a n t a t t h e insu l t , t h e y 
a s s a u l t e d t h e u n f o r t u n a t e K i n n a r a y a , a n d c u t off h i s k n o t t e d 
h a i r . E v e r s i n c e t h a t , t h e K i n n a r a y a h a s w o r n h i s h a i r s h o r t , 
o r t u c k e d it u p , w i t h o u t b e i n g d o n e in t h e u s u a l K o n d a e , t h e 
h a i r k n o t . T h o u g h s u c h is t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a c c o u n t t h e r e is n o 
o c c a s i o n t o d a y f o r a n y a n t a g o n i s t i c b e h a v i o u r , a n d b o t h 
c l a s s e s a r e c o n t e n t t o le t b y g o n e s b e b y g o n e s in t h e 
e c o n o m i c s t r u g g l e w h i c h f a c e s t h e m b o t h t o d a y a l m o s t to 
t h e s a m e e x t e n t . T h e r e is n o a n t a g o n i s m a g a i n s t t h e 
A m b a t t a y a e i t h e r ( B a r b e r ) , t h e o t h e r c l a s s s u p p o s e d t o b e 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y i n i m i c a l t o t h e m . T h e o n l y r e a c t i o n of t h e s e 
t r a d i t i o n s is t h e f a c t t h a t t h e R o d i y a d o e s n o t b e g o r s t o p t o 
a n y f a v o u r t o d a y o f e i t h e r t h e K i n n a r a y a o r t h e A m b a t t a y a . 

L i s t s of c a s t e s g i v e n b y s u c h a u t h o r i t i e s a s K n o x , 
C o r d i n e r , D e S a r a m , A r m o u r a n d t h e N i t i N i g h a n t u v a , a l l 
c o n s i g n t h e R o d i y a t o t h e b o t t o m in t h e list w i t h t h e 
K i n n a r a y a i m m e d i a t e l y a b o v e . P a r k e r h o w e v e r h o l d s a 
d i f f e r e n t v i e w a n d c o n s i d e r s t h e K i n n a r a y a " t h e l o w e s t 

c a s t e in t h e I s l a n d " , w h o s e r a n k , h e r e m a r k s "is s o l o w t h a t , 
a s s o m e of t h e m a d m i t t e d t o m e , t h e y a d d r e s s e d e v e n t h e 
R o d i y a s , w h o m m a n y w r o n g l y b e l i e v e t o b e t h e l o w e s t r a c e 
in t h e I s l a n d , a s H a m u d u r u w o , ' m y L o r d ' a n d d o n o t p a s s 
t h e m o n a p a t h w i t h o u t f irst a s k i n g p e r m i s s i o n t o d o s o . I 
w a s i n f o r m e d t h a t t h e R o d i y a s a t o n c e i n t e r f e r e if a n y of t h e 
m e n a t t e m p t t o a l l o w t h e i r h a i r t o g r o w b e y o n d t h e u p p e r 
p a r t of t h e n e c k , a n d o r d e r t h e m t o c u t it s h o r t e r " . T h e s e 
r e m a r k s g i v i n g t h e R o d i y a a s t a t u s h i g h e r t h a n t h e 
K i n n a r a y a , r e f l e c t t h e R o d i y a s e n t i m e n t a s N e v i l l h a s 
r e c o r d e d , a n d a s t h e T a l a p i t i y a R o d i y a s c l a i m e d in t h e 
c o u r s e of m y e n q u i r i e s . A s a n a c c o u n t of t h e K i n n a r a y a s 
wi l l b e s e p a r a t e l y p u b l i s h e d , n o t h i n g m o r e n e e d b e s a i d 
h e r e o n t h e s u b j e c t t h a n t h a t a s a c l a s s , t h e R o d i y a a p p e a r s 
to b e d e f i n i t e l y of a h i g h e r t y p e , r a c i a l l y s p e a k i n g , s o f a r a s 
p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r s g o ; t h o u g h s o c i a l l y t o d a y , h e is l o w e r 
t h a n t h e K i n n a r a y a , a n d t h i s o b v i o u s l y a c c o u n t s fo r h i s 
b e i n g g e n e r a l l y r e l e g a t e d t o t h e b o t t o m in t h e l ists of t h e 
s o c i a l g r o u p s of t h e I s l a n d . T h e R o d i y a h a s b e e n m o r e a 
t r i b e t h a n a c a s t e a n d still d i s p l a y s m a n y a t r i b a l p a t t e r n in 
h is p r e s e n t l i fe . T h e c o u r s e of s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n of t h e m i d d l e 
a g e s of C e y l o n , f i n d s h i m a l r e a d y a t a b o o e d t r i b e , s h u n n e d 
b y t h e s o c i e t y a n d d i s f a v o u r e d b y t h e p r i e s t h o o d . T h i s 
r e a c t e d a g a i n s t h is e v e r d e v e l o p i n g in to a s i z a b l e s o c i a l o r 
e c o n o m i c un i t . T h e f e u d a l p o o l of t h e K a n d y a n d a y s 
c o m p l e t e d h is d o w n f a l l , c a u g h t u p in t h e c e n t r i p e t a l 
c o n c e p t i o n of s o c i e t y , w i t h t h e k i n g a s t h e c e n t r e a n d a 
c i r c l e of s o c i a l f a c t o r s in a n e v e r w i d e n i n g o rb i t of in te r 
d e p e n d e n t s e r v i c e s a n d f u n c t i o n s , w i t h n o p l a c e fo r t h e 
r e s i d i u u m of t h e R o d i y a e x c e p t a s a n o u t c a s t . 
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