


sis and Canes himself said that in the long run, we all are
dead, and therefore innovation to me, this is my own inter-
pretation.Later| found in the papers on indigenous Knowi-
edge, that innovation has been considered as an internal
part of Indigenous Knowledge and Sustainable develop-
ment. innovation - can be product innovation or process
innovation - is connected with knowledge. It may not be in
ablack-box. | have called it a technological black-box. There-
fore new knowledge has to be created. | am glad that there
is a Sri Lanka Resource Centre for Indigenous knowledge
studies at the University of Sri Jayawardenapura. To me
knowledge it is a dynamic concept. It is not a static one. It
keeps on changing. Knowledge should be adaptable, flex-
ible and useful. indigenous knowledge is somewhat sta-
tionary although tested through ages. | know Prof. Warren
will not agree with me when | say that indigenous knowl-
edge is some what stationary because | have seen is his
writings that he has described indigenous knowledge as
dynamic and living. But with the sophisticated development
of science and technology and diffusion of technological
innovations, the knowledge or rather the indigenous knowl-
edge takes a new phase. Therefore knowledge has to be
sustainable too. So indigenous knowledge is connected with
sustainable development. Therefore it has to be interpreted
in terms of sustainable development and also in terms of
Research & Development. So, we are making an original
approach to indigenous knowledge which is a step towards
documentation of indigenous knowledge in various impor-
tant aspects. There are two views on this subject matter,
this is again my interpretation. One is how to make use of
modern and growing knowledge without impairing suscep-
tibility.

Prof. Ulluwishewa,in his absence,indicated that
modern Knowledge need not be rejected and at the same
time we argue that indigenous knowledge may be useful
and therefore he argued the case for a combination of both,
if possible to the welfare of the country. The other issue is
how to adopt indigenous knowledge to the present produc-
tion process. Let us see what indigenous knowledge is. Prof.
Ulluwishewa of course defined what is indigenous knowl-
edge. As local knowledge, a knowledge that is unique to a
given culture or society. This knowledge is the information
base for society. Indigenous knowledge as | indicated be-
fore, according to Dr. Warren, is dynamic. It changes through
indigenous creativity and innovativeness as well as through
contact with other knowledge systems. If that be the case,
indigenous knowledge is useful. We do not have to be ex-
ceedingly nostalgic about indigenous knowledge, but at the
same time we need not be suspicious about it,thinking in-
digenous knowledge is out of date or rather historically dog-
matic.

The present challenge is as to how we could
appropriately make use of indigenous knowledge for at-
tainment of our modernsocial and economic goal.Indigenous
knowledge systems, may be according to Dr. Warren those
dealing with natural and physical environment; those deal-
ing with the social environment. In other words, indigenous
knowledge systems may deal with a host of subject mat-
ters. What is important that they are adopted to local, cul-

tural and envirnmental conditions. They are also useful for
solving agricultural and environmental problems. First in my
opinion we should properly understand what indigenous
knowledge means, its nature and practices, before we pass
judgement on indigenous knowledge. This indigenous
knowledge may again vary from time to time. Indigenous
knowledge is rarely documented, those passed down from
generation to generation. Before analysis or adaptation or
rather adoption. we document indigenous knowledge and
preserve it. How much indigenous knowledge that has been
lost with the passage of time cannot be ascertained.

Prof. Ulluwishewa in his speech maintained a few
factors that may have contributed to the death of using to
ward indigenous knowledge,inciuding the death of old aged
people resulting in the loss of indigenous knowledge. | was
thinking of myself as to how this indigenous knoweldge has
been lost and what the reasons were. One is non-availabil-
ity after some time. most indigenous knowledge has tradi-
tionally passed down by word of mouth. The lack of useful-
ness in respect of complex and problems surfacing later in
the society. The fiction with modren, technical and techno-
logical knowledge which is more result - based and appar-
ently more rewarding and more easy to use. There are other
reasons that | can imagine, | have been jotting down one
by one, in order to get myself organised on to the reasons
that have led to the dissipation of indigenous knowledge
such as conscious and unconscious over looking. The un-
known character of it, less preservation or monopolistaion
In Sinhala we can use the word "Sinhala" monopolisation
and you will not pass it down, not all that knowledge is
passed down. Indigenous Medicine or Ayruvedic Medicine
are dying today either because they are not passed down
from one generation to another either they are not released
to the next generation. because of the type of "monopoly”
some people have; and also the decline the number ot per-
sons preserving indigenous knowledge and passing them
on. The less and reduced participation in the process of
dissemination of indigenous knowledge, the nature of ef-
fectiveness or less effectiveness of indigenous knowledge
to deal with some emerging new problems and situation,
the nature of its unorganised character, failure to
conceptulise various ideas of indigenous knowledge, use
or overuse of moden knowledge in preference to indigenous
knowlege.

A tendency of the present generation to attach more
value to modern knowledge may be due to wrong value
judgement or may be due to the reason that they are unfa-
miliar with indigenous knowledge or may be due to the rea-
son that they are comfortable and easy with modern knowi-
edge than the knowledge that prevailed in the past.

Many research studies have been done. Afterthat |
came to know of these research studies even on the initia-
tive of Dr. warren by the IOVA University of the USA, and
whilst enteing this Auditorium | saw a book there containing
25 papers under the title "Indigenous Knowledge & Sus-
tainable Development"....
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